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Order for Worship - Witness to the Resurrection 

Joseph “Joe” Wolfrey Parry-Hill, Jr. 

May 6, 2022 

11:00 a.m. 

 

Prelude Karl Zinsmeister 

  

Call to Worship Judy Yates Siker 

 

*Hymn 649 – Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound AMAZING GRACE 

 

Prayer of Invocation  

 

Old Testament Lessons – Isaiah 25:6-9; Isaiah 40:1-11, 28-31  

 

*Hymn 326 – For All the Saints  SINE NOMINE 

 

New Testament Lessons – Romans 5:1-5: Romans 8:31-39;  

Philippians 4:8-9 Jim Ferry 

 

Meditation 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord's Prayer 

 

*Hymn 826 – Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

 

*Benediction 

 

*Chiming of the Trinity 

 

*Postlude – Toccata from Fifth Symphony      Ch. Marie Widor 
 

         

 

* Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

Please sign the online register so that the family will  

know of your presence today.  
 



OBITUARY 

  

Joseph “Joe” Wolfrey Parry-Hill, Jr passed 

away peacefully April 24, 2022 at Friends 

Home in Greensboro, North Carolina. 

 

Joe was humble, generous, tough, hard-

working, and infinitely curious. He gave freely, 

possessed a sharp wit, held an affinity for 

concrete, and a loathing for squirrels. He loved 

to garden. The man could dig a hole like 

nobody’s business. He loved British cars, and 

later Volvos until they were ruined by Ford. He 

could recite Kipling and Homer, but also 

disassemble and repair a water pump. 

 

Most of all, he was best at doting on his grandchildren, who 

affectionately called him “Grumpus.” 

 

Born in the back of a typewriter repair shop in Philadelphia, PA, his 

family moved to rural Pennsylvania and then Washington, DC. Growing 

up he helped support the family by working construction, delivering 

newspapers, repairing boilers, and other odd jobs, often at night. 

 

He obtained an Associate’s Degree in Psychology from Wesley College 

with the help of a benefactor and the Methodist Church. He then earned a 

scholarship to attend West Virginia Wesleyan University, receiving a 

Bachelor’s Degree in 1963. 

 

After graduation he served in the United States Army from 1963-1965. 

The Army changed his life trajectory, and brought him to Raleigh, North 

Carolina where he was introduced on a blind date to the love of his life, 

Helen Kay Hightower. He and Kay enjoyed 43 years of marriage and 

raised two children, William and Jennifer. 

 

He continued his education while he worked, earning a Master’s Degree 

from North Carolina State University in 1973 and Doctorate of 

Philosophy in 1985. He loved the Wolfpack, a frustrating condition he 

shared with his children. 

 

He believed passionately in the power of education to transform lives 

and lift people out of poverty as it had for him. He dedicated his entire 

life to public education and giving back. 



 

In retirement he volunteered as an academic tutor, with Backpack 

Buddies, and numerous other organizations. He and Kay were early 

organizers and volunteers with the Triangle AIDS Interfaith Network 

(TRAIN). A man of faith, he was active at White Memorial Presbyterian 

Church where he enjoyed fellowship with his Sunday School class, and 

operated the audio and visual equipment during services. 

 

He is preceded in death by his loving wife Kay, and his brothers Jay and 

Jerome. He is survived by his son Joseph William (Danielle) Parry-Hill 

of Raleigh, daughter Jennifer Kay (Benjamin) Kunka of Greensboro, 

grandchildren Sofia, Thomas, and Clyde, and siblings Jessie, Janet, Jane, 

Jean, and James. 

 

Joe often said that “the only thing you can take to the grave is your 

name.” In that spirit, in lieu of flowers memorial donations can be made 

to the Interfaith Food Shuttle and Transitions LifeCare. 

 

 


