
God Prepares for UsGod Prepares for Us
By Lillian Poole

Matthew 24:36-44 

Today, we begin the season of Advent by lighting the candle of HOPE 
on the Advent wreath in our worship services.

On the church calendar, Advent is a time of preparation for the 
celebration of the birth of Jesus. It is also a time of preparation for the return 
of Jesus. How do we prepare for both … at the same time? 

We have December 25 on our calendars. It is a date we know well, in the 
church and in our culture. We get into our routines of celebrating Jesus’ birth 
at home and at church amid the “Christmas chaos” that often surrounds us. 
What is the date of Jesus’ return? There is no date on the calendar, but there is 
plenty of speculation about it. However, Jesus tells his disciples then and now 
“to keep watch because you do not know on what day your Lord will come” 
and “to be ready” (Matthew 24:42,44).   

Did you know that God is preparing for us...  Did you know that God is preparing for us...  
as we prepare for Jesus’ birth and for Jesus’ return? as we prepare for Jesus’ birth and for Jesus’ return? 

“‘No eye has seen,  
no ear has heard,  

no mind has conceived—  
the things God has prepared for those who love him.God has prepared for those who love him.’”  

- Corinthians 2:9, quoted from Isaiah 64:4 

What has God prepared for us to receive during this Advent season? Perhaps 
new insights or experiences of HOPE, PEACE, JOY and LOVE. Perhaps God’s 
forgiveness, or grace, or wisdom, or comfort, or provision… or freedom from 
the burdens we carry. It will be different for each of us, as we are in different 
places in our lives, and God meets us where we are. 

How are we preparing to celebrate Jesus’ birth and Jesus’ return? Perhaps by 
reading and pondering God’s Word, praying, worshiping together, loving and 
serving others, being thankful…. What’s your plan? What’s my plan?  

Gracious and Loving God, thank You for all You have prepared for us during 
this Advent season. Help us be intentional, watchful and ready as we prepare 
our hearts, minds and souls to celebrate Jesus’ birth and His return. In Jesus’ 
name we pray, Amen.
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Pause and Listen Pause and Listen 
By Melinda Fox

Isaiah 2:1-5 

Isaiah 2:1-5 is proclaiming the glory of God’s Word from the highest 
mountain tops. The people are streaming to hear God’s message so they 
can learn to “walk in God’s paths.” God is promising to settle the disputes 

of the nations; they can trust God to judge the nations in conflict.  

There will be no more need for swords and spears to use as weapons. “He 
makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the 
spear; he burns the shields with fire” (Psalm 46:9). Weapons will be turned 
into tools for tending the earth and nurturing life. 

Isaiah calls the people, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord” 
(Isaiah 2:3). God will teach us his ways. There is an Advent call to us: can we 
pause in our busy schedules and listen to God’s call, God’s promise of a savior? 

“Come, let’s walk by the Lord’s light.” 
- Isaiah 2:5 

Heavenly God, You are our hope and salvation. Still our hearts and minds this 
Advent Season. May we follow your Light on our journey to the Christ Child. 
Amen.
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Make Straight a Highway Make Straight a Highway 
By Penny Carlo

Isaiah 40:1-11 

For many years as December arrived, I would start to listen to Handel’s 
Messiah sung by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir. I would listen and 
enthusiastically join in with the choir throughout each December. As 

I read Isaiah 40:1-11, I am taken back to the many times I belted out “make 
straight a highway...the rough ground shall become level” and imagined the 
way for the Lord’s arrival being made straight. 

However in Isaiah this call is preceded by God’s command for his covenant 
people to be comforted while Jerusalem falls and the exile to Babylon 
proceeds. God appears to be reestablishing his relationship with His people, 
wanting them to be comforted and helped. God’s grace is present. His 
forgiveness given. 

And then came the call to prepare the way for the Lord. Remove all obstacles 
and do not be distracted. Keep the faith. We are reminded that we are mortal; 
however, God’s word is constant and forever. 

Isaiah calls for God’s people to proclaim loudly the good news. God is with 
them. God is powerful. He will manage the enemy; he will reward those who 
follow him. 

Personally I have always felt safe and comforted by the image of  “shepherd.” 
It is the ultimate in “having your back!” In verses 9-11, Isaiah tells us God, 
our shepherd, cares for us, hugs us as he gathers us in his arms and desires to 
nourish us with all that is good for us. Isaiah’s message of God’s constancy, 
forgiveness, comfort and love is sent to us all and can serve us each day. 

This Advent season may God lead us down our highway to joyfully re-invite 
our Savior into our lives at the celebration of his life. 
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Where Is God?  Where Is God?  
By David Kim

Isaiah 57:14-19 

When I was young, my mother would read from a children’s Bible 
to me. Every time I was drawn to the pictures on the page. I was 
curious about where God was in the pictures, but my search 

was always disappointing because I found everything but God. One night, 
I unknowingly asked my mother a theological question: “Where is God?” 
She pointed up, saying, “God is in heaven, but God’s Spirit is within us.” 
This was too abstract for a ten-year-old boy to grasp. All I could feel was 
ice cream sitting in my little tummy—her answer only provided confusion. 
About twenty years later, I am asked the same question by patients I meet as a 
hospital chaplain. “Where is God?” Often the presence of God seems far away, 
especially when the weight of our lives seems unbearable.  

In this passage, God states, “I live in a high and holy place, but also with 
the one who is contrite and lowly in spirit.” I nostalgically remembered my 
mother’s answer, and yet the childlike confusion remained. How can a God 
in the high heavens also dwell among people below on earth? As Augustine 
puts it, “You were more inward to me than my most inward part; and higher 
than my highest.” Isaiah teaches us that God’s capacity to be “higher than my 
highest” means God can be “more inward than my most inward part.”  

The word contrite describes the state of those who have their spirits crushed 
by someone or something stronger. If the God of the most high promises to 
dwell even with the contrite, then God can meet us wherever we are in this 
Advent season—this season of longing, of searching for God in this heavy 
world. Have we found where God is in our lives, or does God still seem too far 
from us?  

One evening, as my mother read to me, she pointed to the sorrowful back of 
a man weeping outside the tomb of his friend Lazarus. She told me, “Here 
is God.” In this world, Jesus meets many who mourn as he did. He wipes the 
tears of those whose spirits are crushed by the weight of this life. The same 
Jesus from my childhood Bible is turning to us now, the people of waiting 
hope, to dwell with us—even when our Advent is filled with life’s sorrow and 
hardship.  

God with us—Emmanuel. 
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A People Prepared for the Lord  A People Prepared for the Lord  
By Matthew Brookby

Luke 1:5-25 

At this time of year, there is so much to prepare for: cooking and travel 
and out-of-town guests; school parties and church pageants; and 
everything that goes with trying to pull together the “Best Christmas 

Ever” at home. There is a lot to prepare for indeed. 

Thankfully, during such a busy time, Advent gives us the gift of preparing for 
Jesus’ arrival in a thoughtful and measured way. But I find myself asking two 
questions: (1) Are we giving ourselves the time and space to truly receive the 
gift of Advent? and (2) Which arrival of Jesus are we preparing for? 

At Christmastime, what most often comes to mind when we think of the 
arrival of Jesus is his coming to Earth as a newborn baby. After all, so much 
of the imagery we see and the songs we hear during Advent center on the 
newborn Christ. This is great, of course, and the first coming of Christ—to 
dwell on Earth with man—is a central part of God’s love story for us all. This 
deserves to be celebrated and studied as we do. But what about the second 
coming?   

Honestly, I worry that I am preparing much more for what is under my tree 
or my Instagram post of the kids singing “Away in a Manger,” than I am 
preparing for meeting, literally in-person, Christ. I’d venture to say that if we 
really want to slow down and receive the gift of Advent, we should prepare 
for the second coming of Christ—whether that is here on Earth or when we 
meet him in Heaven. What are we each doing to prepare for when we actually, 
literally, meet Jesus face-to-face?   

Fittingly, the Gospel of Luke opens with the foretelling of another miraculous 
birth, that of John the Baptist. In his time, John the Baptist prepared the way 
for the arrival of Jesus, the true Messiah, through his prophecies and baptisms 
in the Jordan River. Luke 1:17, referring to John the Baptist, says: “And he will 
go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts 
of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”   

My prayer for myself and for you all is that we are preparing for all the good 
things this Advent season, which includes all the festivities, but that we don’t 
miss the perfect thing to prepare for: dwelling with Christ in Heaven. 

D E C E M B E R  1 ,  2 0 2 2

F I R S T  T H U R S D A Y  O F  A D V E N T



Faith and Reassurance in a Time of Faith and Reassurance in a Time of 
Hostility and Uncertainty   Hostility and Uncertainty   
By Don and Betsy Thompson

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13   

First Thessalonians is generally regarded as either the earliest or second 
earliest (after Galatians) letter from the apostle Paul to the Christian 
congregations he (with Timothy and Silas) had established during his 

missionary journeys. Thessalonica was a major port city of about 200,000 
people in Macedonia. It was cosmopolitan and included Greeks, Romans, Jews 
and people from throughout the known world. In 50 AD, Jewish Christians 
were rejected by other Jews; Gentile Christians were sometimes viewed as less 
worthy. Christians were outside Roman law that made Caesar Lord; and the 
practices of Christians made them outsiders within the broader culture.   

Paul tells us that he has heard great news regarding the church in Thessalonica 
from throughout the region (1 Thess 1:6-7). Nevertheless, at a time before 
the written Gospels have emerged, Paul is worried about them due to the 
persecutions they are facing. He sent Timothy to Thessalonica to lift them up 
and reinforce the message of Christ’s love and salvation. Timothy has returned 
to Paul with good news about their faith and love (1 Thess 3:6), and Paul is 
writing to praise them for upholding their faith and to encourage them to be 
confident in the promise of salvation.   

Paul and the apostles are wholly dedicated to spreading the good news about 
Jesus to the world, but they face the same type of persecution and resistance 
from the establishment and people that surround them that the new church in 
Thessalonica faces. It is striking that Paul is so moved by the love and faith of 
the Thessalonian church that he says,  

“How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in 
the presence of our God because of you?”  

- 1 Thess 3:9 (NIV) 

Thus, it is extremely heartening for Paul to learn that the church he has 
planted is taking the gospel message to heart. The church in Thessalonica has 
become “our glory and joy” (1 Thess 2:20). 

Today is a time of divisions among different Christian denominations, 
different races and ethnicities, within a culture that seems increasingly hostile 
to people of faith. It is easy to take our own ministers, staff and our brothers 
and sisters in Christ for granted. Like the Thessalonians, may we exhibit the 
joy of Christ’s salvation to those around us.   
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The Patience of God  The Patience of God  
By Kurt Gilliland

2 Peter 3:8-15a 

As we await the celebration of the birth of Christ in this season of 
Advent (Latin, adventus, “coming”), 2 Peter 3:8-15a describes what 
seems to be a delay to us but what is actually patience to God. Our 

sense of time and God’s sense of time are different. The passage notes that 
“with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like 
one day” (a reference to Psalm 90:4). During this period of suspense, we may 
possibly even wonder if it is worth the wait and what we should be doing in 
the meantime.  

Carefully placed in the second week of Advent, this text also encourages us 
to expand our sense of waiting additionally to include not only our personal 
welcoming of Christ in our hearts but also the Second Coming of Christ. 
The scripture contains suggestions of salvation as we consider God’s power, 
patience, and graciousness and as we wait and live faithfully with holiness and 
godliness. We strive to understand the promises of Christ’s Second Coming 
and are reminded of a day of judgment and destruction that will occur one 
day… but after a period of repentance with a promise that all will be saved. 
During this time of waiting, we accept God’s grace-filled invitation to be 
hopeful, to resist the temptation to rush, and to welcome the good news. 

We continue to compare God’s patience with our sense of hurriedness, and we 
continue to try to understand this difference. As Advent progresses and as the 
celebration of Christ’s birth approaches in the short term, we welcome Christ 
in our hearts and anticipate the Second Coming of Christ.  
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