
Nativity of the Lord Christmas Day

December 25, 2022 | 10:30 a.m. 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP
* Please rise in body or spirit.

Greeting   	          Kirsten Homdrom
     One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

All:   And also with you.
One: Let us prepare for worship.

Preparation for Worship                                                       
Almighty God who comes to us as a child, come to us anew this day. As we 
marvel at the birth of our Savior, help us to marvel at the gifts of grace all 
around us. United together, may we rejoice with wonder at your great love	
for us. Amen.

Prelude – Christmas Carols for the Congregation
				      
Christian Welcome and Announcements               Gloria Johnson



Call to Worship 
One: 	 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. 
All:	 Glory to God in the highest! 
One:	 The people who walked in darkness 
	 have seen a great light. 
All:	 Glory to God in the highest! 
One:	 For a child has been born for us, 
	 a Son has been given to us. 
All:	 Glory to God in the highest! 
One:	 He is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
	 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
All:	 Glory to God in the highest! 
One:	 To us is born in the city of David a Savior, 
	 the Messiah, the Lord. 
All:	 Glory to God in the highest! 
One:	 And the Word became flesh and lived among us. 
All:	 Glory to God in the highest! 

*Hymn 134 – Joy to the World	                                  ANTIOCH 

*Call to Confession  

*Prayer of Confession                            
Almighty God, we confess that our hearts have not been 
opened to all that you have revealed to us in the nativity 
of your Son. You sent Christ to be born as a helpless child, 
and yet we have not attended the suffering of children. You 
chose humble Mary to be mother of our Lord Jesus, and 
yet we have not attended to the struggles of women. Mary 
and Joseph could find no room in Bethlehem but a stable, 
and yet we have not attended to the cry of the homeless. 
You announced your birth to lowly shepherds, yet we ignore 
those who tend our farms and fields. Forgive our lack of 
attention, and free us for joyful compassion, that we may 
know Christ in serving others. Through Jesus Christ we 
pray. Amen

*Assurance of Pardon 

*Passing of the Peace
One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
All:   And also with you.



*Response Hymn 132 – stanza 2	                      IN DULCI JUBILO

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

Old Testament Reading – Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9; pew Bible, p. 602

First Gospel Reading – Luke 2:8-20; pew Bible, p. 54
    One: The word of God for the people of God.

All:   Thanks be to God.     

Hymn 119 – Hark the Herald Angels Sing	            MENDELSSOHN

A Time With Young Disciples – A Christmas Story
Following our time together, children will return to the pews 

for the remainder of the service.

Hymn 133 – O Come, All Ye Faithful			                                                            

Second Reading – John 1:1-14; pew Bible, p. 86

Sermon – “Alone in a Crowd”                                         Chip Pope

*Hymn 147 – The First Nowell	                  THE FIRST NOWELL

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer       		                                                                             
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
      as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen.



Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

Offertory – Prelude on IRBY		               Philip Moore (b. 1943)

WE GO IN GOD’S NAME

*Hymn 136 – Go, Tell It on the Mountain	                   GO TELL IT 

*Charge and Benediction

*Chiming of the Trinity	
The worship service ends with the Chiming of the Trinity.

Please be mindful of those who remain to listen to the postlude.

Postlude – Fantasia on ADESTE, FIDELES	 
					          David Blackwell (b. 1961)

***
JOYS & CONCERNS

 IN THE CHURCH TRIUMPHANT
Nina Musselman Page - December 14, 2022

Robert “Bob” Harmon Usry - December 16, 2022
WMPC family members: wife, Shirley and children, Sid Usry and Kaye Usry

William “Bill” Kerr Brawley - December 18, 2022
WMPC family member: wife, Nancy

PRAYERS AND CHRISTIAN CONCERNS TO
Sue Hane and family, on the death of her father, 

William “Bill” Clarence Smith, Jr., Horsepasture, VA.

***
YEAR END CONTRIBUTIONS

Will the generous donor of Elevance Health stock please call 
Jody Grayson at 834-3425 ext. 204 to identify your gift so 

we can give you proper credit?

NOMINATIONS BEING ACCEPTED FOR NEW OFFICERS
The Churchwide Nominating Committee starts meeting in mid-January to 

consider nominations for church Elders and Deacons, class of 2026. Please give 
prayerful consideration to placing a church member into nomination for these 

critical leadership roles. The nomination form can be found online. 
All recommendations must be received by January 9, 2023

***
Music in today’s service presented with permission under 

Podcast/Streaming License with One License #714069.
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