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2 p.m. 

 

Prelude                                    Karl Zinsmeister 

 

Call to Worship                                                       Christopher Edmonston 

 

*Hymn 250 In the Bulb There is a Flower PROMISE 

 

Invocation and Prayer of Adoration 

 

New Testament Lessons: Galatians 5: 22-23, Matthew 25: 31-45  

  

Meditation Jeff Siker 

 

Musical Offering  Ashokan Farewell            Jay Ungar 

Sarah Mann Willcox and Rebecca Mann White, violin 

 

Witness to the Resurrection Christopher Edmonston 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord's Prayer  Glory to God  pg 35 

 

*Hymn 730 I Sing a Song of the Saints of God GRAND ISLE 

 

*Words of Committal and Benediction 

 

*Chiming of the Trinity 

 

*Postlude Just a Closer Walk with Thee Traditional North American Hymn 
 

 
         

 

* Please rise in body or spirit. 

 

The ushers distributed cards you may use to make note of your presence today. 

Please leave your completed card on the pew. 

 
         

 

The flowers in Bob’s honor are a gift from his sister and brother-in-law,  

Martha and Greg Crampton. 



 

 

OBITUARY 

Robert “Bob” Usry, 69, of Raleigh passed away 

December 16, 2022. He is survived by his wife 

Shirley Hyatt Usry, daughter Kaye Candler Usry 

(Matthew Carter), son Sidney Joseph Usry (Amy 

Maule), grandson Beau Usry, and his sister 

Martha Usry Crampton (Greg). His parents were 

Mary Fultz Usry and Sidney Harmon Usry.  

 

Bob was a proud Raleigh native. As a boy, he rode his bike all over the 

city, delivered The Raleigh Times and worshipped at White Memorial 

Presbyterian Church. He attended Olds Elementary, Martin Middle, and 

Broughton High. Bob loved regaling newcomers about Raleigh history. 

Even his voice was so marked by the city that a linguist included his 

speech in a study of the Raleigh dialect. 

 

At NC State, he earned a B.S. in Agribusiness and Economics, and his 

first professional job was as a 4-H Agent in Lenoir County. Bob, a city 

kid, won over the rural youth and farmers with his kindness, warmth, and 

open-mindedness. 

 

Bob returned to NC State for graduate work and became an Extension 

Specialist and Lecturer in the Department of Agricultural and Resource 

Economics. As an intern at the Buncombe County Extension office, he 

impressed Bob Hyatt, who later introduced him to his little sis, Shirley, 

also an Extension Specialist. They married in 1980. 

 

His accomplishments from 33 years of teaching and extension work are 

numerous and included mentoring a winning student team at the National 

Agri-Marketing Association competition, serving as president of his 

professional organizations, and being named an Outstanding Teacher by 

the University. He made lifelong connections with his students, many of 

whom credit their successes to his quiet, gentle encouragement and 

support. 

 

Bob always wanted to lend a hand, and was the first to welcome new 

neighbors and befriend their children and pets. He enjoyed being a 

precinct judge, seeming to know everyone who came to vote. At White 

Memorial, he served faithfully in many roles, from shuttle driver to 

teacher to elder. 



 

 

 

In retirement, he became involved with Filling in Gaps (FIGS), a 

nonprofit that helps vulnerable populations get access to prescription 

drugs and supplies, serving as president for two years.  

 

Bob was kind, loving, patient and loyal and was dedicated to his family.  

He and Shirley had 42 beautiful years together; he was the love of her 

life, best friend and soulmate.  Their marriage was truly a partnership.    

 

Bob was a devoted son to his mother Mary, beloved brother to Martha 

and husband Greg Crampton, and a fun uncle to Beth Purdy, Louisa 

Fisher, and Anna Scott. Even Shirley’s mountain brothers came to 

appreciate Bob, despite his city ways. 

 

An exemplary father to Sid and Kaye, Bob enjoyed helping them earn 

Indian guide patches and chaperoning school trips. Sid and Kaye are 

thankful for everything he taught them, both whimsical and practical, and 

most importantly, how to care for other people. He warmly welcomed 

Sid’s wife Amy and Kaye’s partner Matthew into the family. Grandson 

Beau, born in 2020, was his latest joy. In his two children and Beau, the 

best parts of Bob live on. 

 

Memorial donations may be made to FIGS of Wake County, P.O. Box 

12821, Raleigh 27605; White Memorial Presbyterian Church, 1704 

Oberlin Road, Raleigh 27608; or NC Agriculture Foundation’s 

Agribusiness Club Scholarship Honoring Bob Usry, Campus Box 7645, 

NC State University, Raleigh 27695. 

 

 


