
Service for  
the Third Sunday in Lent 

March 12, 2023
8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m.

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP
* Please rise in body or spirit.

WORSHIP | EMBRACE | SERVE              
in the manner of Christ

Greeting Kirsten Homdrom
One: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
All:   And also with you. 
One: Let us prepare for worship. 

Preparation for Worship
Merciful and loving God, we come seeking quiet communion with you. In this sacred place, 
apart from busyness and stress, grant us stillness of heart and quietness in your presence. 
Amen.

Prelude – Hymns for the Congregation 

Minute for Mission Woijech Szerba, WMPC Mission Partner,  
 Rector of Evangelical School of Theology, Wroclaw, Poland.
 
Christian Welcome and Announcements  Christopher Edmonston

Call to Worship from Psalm 95
One: The Lord is a great God – the depths of the earth and heights of the 
    mountains come from the heart of the Mighty One. 
All:   O come let us worship the Lord, our Maker and Savior. 
One:  Let us greet the Lord with open hearts and open minds. 
All:   Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving and sing our 
     songs of praise.
One:  May our prayers be true and our worship be joyful. Let us worship God.

*Hymn 213 – In the Cross of Christ I Glory RATHBUN

*Call to Confession 

*Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, we confess we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed. We fall short of your righteous will by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have put you to the test, arrogantly 
believing that we could ever test you. Forgive our misguided thoughts and 
actions. In the name of Jesus, receive our confession and hear our prayers 
for pardon. Help us, Lord, to delight in your will and follow in your ways. 
Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon

*Passing of the Peace 
One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
All:  And also with you.

We will sing:
So La Ti Do Re Mi

Our Presbyterian ancestors 
often used Psalms in worship. 
Martin Luther called the 
Psalms a “gospel in miniature.” 
They are wonderful in all 
their diversity and complexity. 
Many weeks, we use them as 
our Call to Worship because of 
their depth and as a nod to our 
theological heritage.

 

Woodblock print by Elizabeth Steele 
Halstead



*Response Hymn 437 WAYFARING STRANGER

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

(9:30) Sacrament of Baptism – Georgetta West Long, child of Etta Buckman and Robert 
Long III

Old Testament Lesson – Exodus 17:1-7; pew Bible p. 61

Gospel Lesson – Romans 5:1-11; pew Bible p. 145
One: The word of God for the people of God.
All:  Thanks be to God.

(11:00) A Time With Young Disciples 
At the 11:00 service, Kindergartners through second graders will meet  

with Diane Britt at the door near the baptismal font, to be joined by  
Morgan Angley from the OnPoint service for Worship Enrichment in L201.

Sermon – “Tests” Christopher Edmonston

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

*Hymn 475 – Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing   NETTLETON
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Judy Yates Siker

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,    
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
      as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

Offertory  
(8:00) Song of Peace  Jean Langlais (1907-1991)

(9:30) Sweet Jesus  arr. Wendell Whalum (1931-1987)
Jeanine Wagner, soprano; Margaret Simmons, piano 

Sweet Jesus, Sweet Jesus: 
He’s the lily of the valley, the bright and morning star. 

Sweet Jesus, Sweet Jesus: 
He’s the fairest of ten thousand, praise his name! 

One day as I was walkin’ along the heavenly road, 
my savior spoke unto me, and filled my heart with love. 

I took my gospel trumpet, and I began to blow, 
and if my savior’s with me, I’ll blow wherever I go. 

O don’t you be discouraged, for Jesus is your friend: 
He’ll fill your heart with gladness, on him you can depend

Our Lenten theme is focus 
on the humanity of Jesus. 
Jesus was tested just as 
all humans are tested in 
personal, professional, 
emotional, and spiritual 
ways. Listen closely to the 
biblical texts today to see 
how God’s people have 
been tested in the past. 
Ask yourselves, “How 
have I been tested in my 
life, and what lessons 
have I learned from this 
testing?”

Each week we pray 
for intercession, God’s 
blessing for the concerns 
of our community and 
the larger world. We pray 
for peace. We pray for 
restoration. We pray for 
justice for all of God’s 
people. We end with the 
Lord’s prayer, as it was the 
prayer which Jesus asked 
us to pray.



Originally the word “amazing” 
described something stupefying 
or confusing. In 1704, the Oxford 
English Dictionary provided for 
the first time a positive meaning 
of the word: “astounding, 
astonishing, wonderful, great 
beyond expectation.” Three years 
later, Isaac Watts penned the text 
to this hymn using the new and 
somewhat surprising word:  
“…love so amazing, so divine…” 
(The hymn Amazing Grace was 
not published until 1779.)

Benediction means “good word.” 
This is the final word, a blessing 
to inspire the church to live into 
our faith and the gospel for the 
week to come.

(11:00) What Wondrous Love Is This arr. Robert Scholz (1939-2021) 
WMPC Adult Choir 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
When I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to the Lamb, 

who is the great I Am, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing.

Offertory Response Hymn 223 – stanza 4 HAMBURG

*Affirmation of Faith  from A Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in Jesus Christ, 
Fully human, fully God. 
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor 
and release to the captives, 
teaching by word and deed 
and blessing the children, 
healing the sick 
and binding up the brokenhearted, 
eating with outcasts, 
forgiving sinners, 
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, 
Jesus was crucified, 
suffering the depths of human pain 
and giving his life for the sins of the world. 
God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, 
breaking the power of sin and evil, 
delivering us from death to life eternal.

WE GO IN GOD’S NAME  
 

*Hymn – How Can We Worship God (see insert) 

*Charge & Benediction

*Chiming of the Trinity 
The worship service ends with the Chiming of the Trinity. 

Please be mindful of those who remain to listen to the postlude.

Postlude – Toccata on “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” David Cherwien (b. 1957)

 



WELCOME TO WHITE MEMORIAL
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, PC (USA)
We are glad you are worshiping with us.

Visiting? Deacons can be found in the Narthex
to offer a friendly greeting, answer
questions and provide directions.

New members are received after attending
Believing & Belonging @WMPC Class. 

Visit whitememorial.org/join
or contact Elizabeth Viohl at ext. 206

for details, class dates and registration. 

THINGS TO KNOW:
- Restrooms are located on the hallway to Jane 
 Bell Gathering Space on the Pulpit side and 
 also on the first floor of the Luther Building.

- Childcare is available for children up to four   
        years old.

- Sunday School is offered at 9:30 for all ages.
- Refreshments and coffee stations are located in   

        The Connector and Main Hall.
- The Sanctuary has a loop hearing aid system         

        and an FM system.
- Live-streamed services are at 
 whitememorial.org. 

- Radio, WPTF 680 AM, every other Sunday at
 11:00 a.m.: next broadcast is today, March 12.

- Bulletins left in the sanctuary following 
 worship services are recycled as part of our 
 care for God’s creation. 

        
                  We are a Stephen Ministry congregation.

  

PASTORAL & PROGRAM STAFF:       
CHRISTOPHER EDMONSTON, Pastor
ANDREW AMODEI, Executive Director
CYNTHIA BAGGETT,  Director of Weekday School
GENEVIEVE BROOKS, Director of Youth Ministry
CATE CHURCH NORMAN, Associate Pastor 
      for Pastoral Care 
BROCK DOWNWARD, Dir. of Music Emeritus 
JENNIFER EASTMAN, Director of Young 
      Children’s Ministry  
JIM FERRY, Parish Associate
ANNE GALLIHER, Pastoral Resident
KELLY GOLD, Director of Children’s and Youth Music
KIRSTEN HOMDROM, Associate Director of Music
KATHY HOWELL, Communications Director
GLORIA JOHNSON, Associate Pastor for Outreach           
LIZ MCKEE, Director of Development
BAILEY MORTON, Assistant Director of Youth Ministry
ERIC NANZ, Associate Director of Music and 
      Worship Arts 
CHIP POPE, Associate Pastor for Family Ministry
GRIER RICHARDS, Associate Pastor for Discipleship 
      and Adult Faith Formation
ART ROSS, Pastor Emeritus
JUDY YATES SIKER, Parish Associate
LYNN SPRINGFIELD, Director of Elementary Ministry
COLISHA C. STANFORD, StepUp Director
MARTHA STEVENSON, Educator Emerita 
JEAN WILLIAMS, Parish Nurse                               
KARL ZINSMEISTER, Director of Music

AFTER HOURS PASTOR ON CALL: 919-605-4593

Each Sunday we offer four opportunities for you 
to worship with us at White Memorial in the 
Sanctuary and OnPoint@1704 in the Main Hall. 
While you will notice differences in music, location 
and worship leadership among our different 
services, what unites us in our worship is our 
scripture, liturgy and sermon. All services use 
the same Call to Worship, Prayer of Confession, 
readings from Scripture and Affirmation of Faith.

1704 OBERLIN  RD. | RALEIGH, NC  27608 | P. 919.834.3424 | WHITEMEMORIAL.ORG

Shortcuts! Find out what’s happening around 
White Memorial during the week. Register for 
events. Request a prayer. All this can be found in 
one location. Simply scan the QR code with your 
smart phone.

JOYS & CONCERNS
NEW PRESBYTERIANS

Ellison “Ellie” Walker Nastasi, February 23, child of Kelsey and  
Austin Nastasi, grandchild of Kim and Wayne Rogers.

***
The flowers in the chancel today are given to the glory of God 

in loving memory of Maribelle Lea Scoggin,  
by the neighbors of Gail and Margaret Scoggin.

***
Music in today’s service presented with permission under 
Podcast/Streaming License with One License #714069. 



CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

REGISTRATION FOR MOST EVENTS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE: WHITEMEMORIAL.ORG/REGISTER

SUNDAY | MARCH 12
Exodus 17:1-7; Romans 5:1-11

Friends of Poland Potluck
12:00 - 2:00 p.m. | Geneva Hall (K100)
Wojciech Szczerba and Marek Kucharski (our Polish Ministry 
partners) will provide an update on Evangelical School of  
Theology’s work with the Ukrainian refugees. 

Healing Through Grief
4:30 - 6:00 p.m. | C204

Cancer Companions 
4:30 - 6:00 p.m. | Zoom

MONDAY | MARCH 13 
Psalm 81; Genesis 24:1-27; 2 John 1:1-13
Pickleball at WMPC!
2:00 - 4:00 p.m. | Pickard Hall
Whether you’re new to the game or an experienced player, 
come join the fun!

Women’s Monthly Fellowship Luncheon
12:00 - 1:00 p.m. | Main Hall

TUESDAY | MARCH 14
Genesis 29:1-14; 1 Corinthians 10:1-4
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study 
Breakfast Line | 7:00 a.m. | Main Hall 
Bible Study | 7:30 a.m.

Women’s Breakfast & Fellowship
7:00 - 8:00 a.m. | The Hub 
Women of all ages are invited to come for a hot breakfast,  
fellowship, study and prayer. Hosted by Circle M. 

 
WEDNESDAY | MARCH 15
Jeremiah 2:4-13; John 7:14-31, 37-39
Lectio Divina  
11:00 a.m. - noon | Zoom
We begin with Lectio Divina, followed by Centering Prayer. 
You are welcome to come for one or stay for both. 

Pickleball at WMPC!
2:00 - 4:00 p.m. | Pickard Hall

Baptism & Belonging: Your Baby’s Faith Journey
5:30 - 7:00 p.m. | Geneva Hall
Baptism and Belonging is a workshop for parents of children 
under three who would like to present their children for Baptism.
Expectant parents are also invited to attend. Registration required.

Wednesday Together Dinner  
5:00 - 6:30 p.m. | Main Hall 
This week, join us for a delicious roast beef dinner and fellow-
ship. Registration required by 11:00 p.m. Sunday, March 12th. 

 
 

Lenten Midweek Worship Service  
6:30 p.m. | Chapel 

Peace After Divorce: A Workshop
6:45 - 8:00 p.m. | C200

 
THURSDAY | MARCH 16
Psalm 23; 1 Samuel 15:10-21; Ephesians 4:25-32
Keenagers 
10:45 a.m. - 1 p.m. | Geneva Hall 
Travel with us to see the Whirligig Park in Wilson! Contact  
Mariel Lee at mlee@whitememorial.org for more information.

FRIDAY | MARCH 17
1 Samuel 15:22-31; Ephesians 5:1-9

SATURDAY | MARCH 18
1 Samuel 15:32-34; John 1:1-9

SAVE THE DATES
Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday | March 19 | 12:15 p.m. | Main Hall & Zoom 
We will have our Annual Congregational Meeting in the Main 
Hall on Sunday, March 19, 2023 after the 11:00 a.m. worship. 
The purposes of the meeting are: the election of new church 
officers, the election of the nominating committee, the approval 
of pastor terms of call, and the presentation of the 2022 Annual 
Report.

The Enneagram: a Tool for Self-Exploration
Sunday | March 19 | 4:00 - 6:30 p.m. | Main Hall
We hope you’ll join us for a journey of self and spiritual reflec-
tion by signing up for The Enneagram: A Tool for Self Explora-
tion. On Sunday, March 19 from 4-6:30 p.m. Anne Ramsay and 
George Ramsay will guide us through the Enneagram tool for 
both psychological and spiritual growth. Psychologically, our 
Enneagram type is a set of effective coping mechanisms turned 
into reactive, repeated behaviors. Spiritually, our Enneagram type 
shows us the path to our highest self. Cost is $20.00, registration 
is required and childcare is provided. You will also be asked to 
take a test prior to the class to discover your Enneagram number. 
Registration and link to the class can be found on our website 
under events.  

Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday | March 25 | 9:15 a.m. 
Join us for a morning of Easter fun! Breakfast will be served at 
9:15 a.m. Registration is required to take part in breakfast; the 
cost is $5. Afterwards, we will enjoy music and story time from 
10:00 - 10:15 a.m. The Easter Egg Hunt begins at 10:15 a.m. 
There will be also be a scavenger hunt for older children. 







How Can We Worship God




