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Philippians Bible Study 
Week 2, January 29, 2024 
Christopher Edmonston - WMPC 
 
Focus for week 2: Chapter 2 and Philippians’ theological center 
 
Three questions: 

1) What is the main point of Chapter 2 as you read it? (Write two or three sentences in 
response to this question if you have time). 

2) The Christ Hymn is covered in verses 6–11. As you look at it, what is your initial response 
to it? Do you have a favorite verse amongst 6–11? If so, why? 

3) What does it mean to “hold fast to the word of life” (v. 16)? 
 
Three Insights: 

1) N.T. Wright writes: “If you read these verses (Philippians 2:1-4)…they sound almost 
laughably impossible. There’s an old Jewish joke that says if you’ve got two rabbis you’ve 
probably got three opinions, and often the church seems like that as well. Not only are 
there big theological differences, smoldering resentments from historical events long 
ago, and radical variations in styles of worship. There are also personality cults, clashes 
over leadership style, arguments on issues of moral behavior, cultural politics, and so on. 
How can we even begin to think that it might be possible to live the way Paul indicates 
here – thinking the same, loving each other completely, regarding everyone else (and 
their opinions!) as superior to you and your own?” 

2) From Daniel Migliore writing about the Christ Hymn: “That Christ humbled himself and 
became poor for us that we might be rich in him has been understood at the very heart 
of the gospel. Irenaeus: Through his immeasurable love, our Lord Jesus Christ ‘became 
what we are in order that he might bring us to be even what he is himself.’ Athanasius: 
‘He was humanized that we might be deified.’ Cyril of Alexandria: ‘He took what was 
ours to be his so that we might have all that was his.’ The twentieth-century theologian 
Karl Barth also often speaks of the saving work of Christ as a ‘wondrous exchange.’ In a 
prayer before one of his sermons on a text from Philippians, Barth says: ‘Lord our God. 
You have humbled yourself in order to lift us up. You became poor so that we might be 
rich. You came to us so that we might come to you. You became a human being like us in 
order that we might participate in your eternal life.’” 

3) You’ll note in the Christ Hymn (vv. 6-11) there is a “turn” at verse 9. Most translations 
will indicate this “turn” with a word like “therefore” or a phrase like “and so.” What is 
interesting is that verses 9-11 are largely inspired by Isaiah 45: 1-23. To go deeper, read 
Isaiah 45:21-23. Migliore calls Isaiah 45 (building on the work of James Dunn) “one of 
the most unyieldingly monotheistic passages in the Bible” and the Hymn is applying 
those very words to Christ, which is nothing short of astounding. He writes: “The 
identity of God can no longer be separated from Jesus. The power and glory of the Lord 
of heaven and earth are identified with this crucified and resurrected Nazarene.” 

 
Two links for further experience: 
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1) In Glory to God, Hymn 264 is an early 20th century adaptation of Philippians 2: 5-11. It is 
titled, At the Name of Jesus. Here is a link of the hymn being sung in a processional by 
First-Plymouth Church in Lincoln, Nebraska: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KKDO0f-shPQ 

2) Another hymn with much looser ties to Philippians 2 is Hymn 258 in Glory to God, called 
A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing! This hymn dates to the 8th Century and an original Latin 
text written by the Venerable Bede. The larger point is that Philippians 2 has been 
inspiring people in the church for thousands of years. Though it is sung to a different 
musical setting than in our hymnal -- a different tune -- the lyrics are the same, and I find 
this setting to be charming:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bs7C5U24E9Y 

 
 
 
For next week, February 5, 2024: 
Read chapter 3 and complete chapter 3 study guide as able. 
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