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Dear members and friends 
of White Memorial...

2024 HAS BEGUN, AND IT IS A GOOD AND LIVELY TIME AT WHITE 
MEMORIAL. We have enjoyed a record number of  memberships, a record 
number of  baptisms, incredible numbers in Youth ministry, and expanding small 
groups in response to our Vision Plan. By September our staff  and Elders will 
offer even more small group offerings. It is an exciting time to be at WMPC, and 
we are grateful you are a part of  it.
 I will be on sabbatical from April 15, 2024, through July 15, 2024. When 
you have needs or concerns, please contact Pastoral Executive Assistant Lisa 
Crumpler or Administrative Assistant for Congregational Care Caroline Parker 
in our church office. Our outstanding cadre of  Associate Pastors will take great 
care of  the needs you have. In April, I will share more details about how this time 
will proceed. I am grateful to our church family, our Session, and our Personnel 
Committee for being able to enjoy this time of  renewal. During my sabbatical, I 
will spend time with intriguing preachers and scholars as I explore the “future of  
preaching”. Will it have visuals? Will preaching be more like a “Ted talk?” What 
I do know is that the church cannot endure offering “radio” (sounds without 
visuals) in an increasingly “video” world. 
 I am a part of  several groups of  Presbyterian pastors from around the 
United States. And what we have at WMPC is unique and worth preserving. Our 
Christian, Reformed, Presbyterian, and vibrant witness is worthy of  our support. 
Your support – financial, volunteering, and prayer – make it all possible. A church 
is not just its pastors. It is the collective gifts and contributions of  everyone that 
make our witness in worship, service, and pastoral care possible. 
 We have a vision plan for the next 5-10 years. We have a gifted staff  in place. 
The essential question to answer is this: are we willing to share our gifts today so 
that our grace-forward witness will continue into the next 25 or 50 years? We have 
the opportunity before us. This opportunity is a gift. God has placed us here to 
embrace this gift, and I pray we will all respond with grace-full and loving hearts.

May grace abound,

Christopher H. Edmonston  
Pastor, WMPC
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inhale
   exhale

M I N I S T R Y  V I S I O N  U P D A T E S

In January 2024, the pastors and program staff of WMPC gathered for a 
2-day retreat. Day one focused on presentations from Adult Engagement and 
Formation, Youth, Outreach, Congregational Care, and the Weekday School. 
Each ministry area shared plans, ideas, dreams and more. 

All present were excited to witness the energy and enthusiasm of each 
presentation. And while we can’t share Genevieve Brooks and Bailey Morton 
leaping high or Lee Hunter giving her best ‘darth vader’ voice, we can share their 
condensed thoughts here. 

|BY ANNE GALLIHER AND GRIER BOOKER RICHARDS |
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Worship + 3
 The “Be Thou My Vision” document calls for “developing shared ownership of  
faith formation among the congregation and staff.” To this end, the Adult Engagement 
and Formation team will be bringing before the Session a new congregation-wide 
framework for engagement in the life and ministry of  WMPC. The framework 
of  “Worship + 3” describes engagement as having four primary components: a 
commitment to regularly attend worship in person/online, at least one ministry area of  
“inhale,” at least one ministry area of  “exhale,” and annual giving. Areas of  “inhale” are 
ministries that are life-giving or nourishing to one’s faith formation. Areas of  “exhale” 
are those that allow members to serve in ways that honor their particular gifts. The goal 
is for all members to be able to articulate engagement at WMPC using the Worship + 3 
language by 2026. >

A D U LT  E N G A G E M E N T  A N D  F O R M A T I O N

Ministry                
     FORWARD



inhale
   exhale

|BY ANNE GALLIHER AND GRIER BOOKER RICHARDS |
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Holy work

C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  C A R E

 At the staff  retreat this past January, the Pastoral Care team 
reviewed our goals from the Vision Plan with an eye toward 
what we are looking forward to in the coming months and 
years. We are excited that the Vision Plan’s imperative to hire 
someone to “oversee development of  programs addressing 
physical and mental health issues at all stages of  life” has been 
fulfilled with Heather Garrabrant, who joined the staff  as 
the Health Ministry Coordinator in June of  last year. Heather 
has been instrumental in connecting our members and their 
families with the resources that they need to weather anything 
that life throws at them. Two other newcomers joined 
our staff  over the summer: Lee Hunter, our new Pastoral 
Resident, and Caroline Parker, the Congregational Care 
Administrative Assistant. Jim Ferry and Judy Siker continue 
on as our two part-time parish associates. Our team continues 
to meet our members and their families wherever they are, 
at whatever time of  life they are in. We make every effort to 
reach out before, during, and after big events: a death in the 
family, an upcoming procedure, or an ongoing battle with 

illness or disease. We make calls, we make hospital and home 
visits, and we provide medical supplies when needed. We also 
provide programming for various seasons and stages of  life, 
including but not limited to Healing through Grief, Peace 
after Divorce, Cancer Companions, Stephen Ministry, and 
mental health programming for children and youth, and we 
look forward to expanding our programming over the next 
months and years. 
 Cate and Lee also work together to support the Diaconate, 
who serve as our strong arm of  lay pastoral care. In addition 
to providing hospitality on Sunday Mornings and at various 
occasional worship services, the Deacons support the 
congregation in three key areas: Growing Families, New 
Members, and Bereavement. 
 Pastoral Care really is part of  the warp and woof  of  
what we do here at White Memorial; every member of  staff  
provides pastoral care in some form or fashion. We are 
grateful for their leadership, for your faith in us, and we look 
forward to continuing to do this holy work.

|BY CATE CHURCH NORMAN AND LEE HUNTER |

Building community
 At the Weekday School, we value building a community of  parents and caregivers, and we find that this happens 
best through intentional small group experiences. Two ways that we facilitate these small groups are through our 
Minnows program and our Circle of  Security Parenting groups.
 Minnows is a structured playgroup for young toddlers with their parents and caregivers that meets twice a 
month.  The same group stays together for the entire school year, which leads to long-lasting friendships between 
adults and children. The group is led by Weekday School leadership staff  and features time for socialization, 
bonding, make-and-takes, music, and a few tips and tricks. 
 Circle of  Security Parenting (COSP) is a 9-week, research informed parent education program, focused on 
strengthening the parent-child bond. The Weekday School offers two COSP groups each year, one in the fall and 
another in the spring, as well as a group for staff  members. In addition to our school groups, White Memorial 
offers groups to parents on Sunday afternoons. To date, approximately 125 families have been served since Fall of  
2021. We are fortunate to have enough staff  members and church members who are trained facilitators, so we are 
able to offer this program at no cost to families. >

W E E K D A Y  S C H O O L

|BY CYNTHIA  BAGGETT |

Pastoral Care really is part 
of the warp and woof of 
what we do here at White 
Memorial.
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Impactful Engagement

Student Leadership
  The middle and high school leadership teams were re-
imagined and founded in 2020 in response to a universal 
need and desire for connection. Since then, these teams have 
soared to new heights, profoundly impacting the larger scope 
of  our youth ministry, and show no signs of  slowing down! 
Our leadership teams have weekly meetings on Zoom where 
they learn and practice leadership skills, brainstorm and plan 
Sunday evening programs, and discern scripture related to 
retreat planning and our daily faith practices. This year, 16 
middle schoolers and 28 high schoolers applied to be student 
leaders. Through their applications, they shared a desire to 
grow in their faith, an interest in serving as role models and 
friendly faces, and identified the importance of  establishing a 
“beloved community” through intentional hospitality. 
  You will find that these students embrace participating in 
worship, praying aloud amongst their peers, and leading small 
group conversations. They care deeply about creating spaces 
where students can show up as their full-selves and feel 
seen and loved. By pouring into student leaders, we provide 
opportunities for our young people to find their voice and 
empower them to use their agency to simply do good. We are 
excited for the leadership teams to continue to evolve so that 
they might always exist at the intersection of  the larger needs 
of  youth ministry and the explicit gifts of  our students. The 
middle and high school students will have their fingerprints 
all over this youth ministry for years to come, and these teams 
have proven to be a continued opportunity for intentional 
and impactful engagement.

Outreach and Service  
 Anyone who has attended a Youth Sunday worship service 
knows how transformative a mission trip experience can be 
for teenagers. We are excited to weave in more local service 
opportunities for our teenagers with partners WMPC is 
working with. Within our youth ministry, summer service trips 
like the Appalachia Service Project (ASP) and international 
mission trips for high schoolers will continue to be pivotal 
experiences. We have also added a week-long middle school 
service trip to our summer schedule. These trips pull youth 
away from their typical context and community to stretch 
their understanding and  perspectives as they encounter the 
needs of  others whose lives look very different from our own. 
Our primary hope for these trips is that we will encounter 
God while we are serving others. Service trips allow us to lean 
into our calling as Christ’s followers to love and serve our 
neighbors as we love ourselves. 
  This year, we are excited to recruit the support of  a youth 
ministry liaison, Victoria Wheeler. She is working with the 
Outreach Committee to involve youth more intentionally 
in the amazing local service and mission that our church 
is already doing week-in and week-out. With so many 
phenomenal mission partners at White Memorial, we are 
thrilled that youth will have more opportunities to fold into 
our church’s profound impact on our neighborhood, our city, 
and our greater Triangle community. 

 Checking-in 
  If  you stop by the Youth Hub, chances are you’ll hear the 
Sunday school teachers or youth group advisors say, “Come 
on in! Make a name tag!” With our church’s database system, 
Realm, we are excited to explore what check-in can look like 
for all our youth events. One of  our youth ministry values 
is hospitality and being called by name. We are excited to 
work with Realm to get check-in stations that would help 
us track students, welcome friends and guests, and print off  
name tags. While some might think that a more automated 
check-in sounds boring, ensuring we have updated contact 
information, calling students by their names, and having a 
clearer picture of  who we haven’t seen in a few weeks  gets us 
energized! >

Y O U T H

|BY GENEVIEVE BROOKS AND BAILEY MORTON |

We are excited for the 
leadership teams to 
continue to evolve so that 
they might always exist at 
the intersection of the 
larger needs of youth 
ministry and the explicit 
gifts of our students. 



 One year into our Strategic Vision, Outreach has been incredibly busy. Knowing that 
approximately $.23 of  every dollar pledged to our church is dedicated to Outreach, we believe you 
will be interested to know what we are doing.
 Outreach at White Memorial shows our members faithful response to God’s grace. We serve by 
working with partners, locally and globally, building relationships, and sharing our time, talents, and 
financial resources.
 Community Outreach includes 49 organizations within Wake County supported by our church. 
Currently we are using two priority areas to help guide our financial and volunteer support. 
1) Housing and Homelessness and 2) Life Skills and Crisis Intervention.  

Outreach and Our Strategic Vision
 Over the next ten years, the Outreach Committee will work toward making White Memorial a 
vehicle of  choice for charitable giving and volunteering to vetted and established partners. This work 
has already begun.  
 In 2023, we scheduled 45 tours to nonprofits supported by our church. The result helped us to 
look at how we allocate money to the community; verified that WMPC is a leader in community 
support; attested to our strong vetting process for grants; and affirmed that moving toward a goal of  
allocating 80% of  our donations to organizations in our priority area with the remaining 20% going 
to the remaining organizations will not be a easy or quick. We struggled to identify the difficulties in 
volunteer recruitment as we strive to engage with all areas of  ministry at our church.  
 In 2024, we will produce an Outreach Newsletter to connect WMPC church members with 
engagement opportunities, provide Community Grant Applications that help intersect WMPC with 
our Outreach Priority Areas, and develop many fun opportunities for families to volunteer together.

Who is our WMPC Outreach Leadership Team?
 • Outreach Chairs - Ruth Landers and Debbie Fox
 • Allocations Chair - Stuart Phoenix
 • Service Chair - Jan Stewart
 • Adopt an Agency – Michelle Jeutter and Carolyn Younger
 • Newsletter – Martha Kincheloe
Staff
 • Local Community Engagement – Linda Nunnallee
 • International and Domestic Partners; Scholarships; and Congregational Development –  
  Andrew Amodei
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|BY GENEVIEVE BROOKS AND BAILEY MORTON |

Faithful Response

O U T R E A C H

|BY LINDA NUNNALLEE|

Over the next ten years, the Outreach Committee 
will work toward making White Memorial 
a vehicle of choice for charitable giving and 
volunteering to vetted and established partners.



7  |  WORD  |  SPRING 2024

MAJOR MISSON 2024
When community members founded 

a 24-hour crisis center for heroin users 
and troubled teens in 1970, it was led by 

volunteers who served clients coming 
in off the street, fielded telephone 

calls from people asking questions 
about addiction, and made house calls 

to people in need. That bare-bones 
operation evolved into what is now 

known as SouthLight Healthcare. Five 
decades later, we continue to meet the 

needs of Wake County residents who 
need help addressing mental health and 

substance use.

LEFT: Peer Support Specialist Savalas Everette
ABOVE LEFT: Brandon Smith, Kristin Cain, Kellie Ross 
and Shaun Thomas (from Opioid Treatment Program 
team) ABOVE TOP: Nurses Cindy Steele, Toya Carter, 
Felicia McCoy ABOVE BOTTOM: JoAnn Johnson



What sets SouthLight apart? First, we are as equipped 
to treat clients struggling with addiction as we are 
to treat clients diagnosed with mental illness. Most 

clients are diagnosed with both. Second, we meet clients where 
they are emotionally, financially, mentally, and physically. Most 
clients qualify as low-income, and nearly half  are uninsured. 
We turn no one away, regardless of  their ability to pay. Third, 
we help clients fulfill their basic needs – from housing to 
employment; when clients are less worried about the basics, 
they are more likely to focus on long-term recovery.
 Most of  SouthLight’s 180 employees are medical providers, 
clinicians, or professionals who work directly with clients. We 
serve clients year-round at five service sites – four in Wake 
County and one in Durham – through individual counseling, 
group therapy, psychiatry, and medication-assisted treatment. 
New clients are paired with “peers” who are in long-term 
recovery from addiction or mental health themselves. We 
also deploy “community-based” teams to work with indigent 
clients who are diagnosed with severe mental illness.  >
  

Restoring Lives & Renewing Hope

ABOVE TOP (l to r: Jennifer Whitfield, Senior Director 
of Operations; SouthLight volunteers; and White 
Memorial members Carl Hibbert, Susan Hibbert, and 
Martha Grove Hipskind

ABOVE: WMPC Faith Foundation Class visited 
SouthLight’s Garner Road location.
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| BY JIM DEMPSEY, DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SOUTHLIGHT|
Photography provided by SouthLight

We meet clients where 
they are emotionally, 
financially, mentally, 
and physically.



ABOVE (l to r): Medical Assistant Sheila Fleming-Chatmon 
and Chief Medical Officer Dr. Letitia Hazel; WMPC members 
visit SouthLight; On February 5, WMPC Stephen Ministers 
and other WMPC members listened as SouthLight Director of 
Clinical Training Beth Pfitzenmaier shared insights into talking 
with someone about substance use and Mental Health.

 Our approach makes a significant impact. Today, we serve 
about 7,500 individuals annually. Some are referred from 
hospitals, some learn about us through family or friends, 
and others are referred by law enforcement. Regardless of  
where they come from, the goal is to treat them as quickly as 
possible. 
 Our partners in this effort are numerous. We collaborate 
with the county and the city to keep residents out of  the 
justice system by getting them into treatment. We work 
with the state to ensure mothers or pregnant women with 
addiction issues can stay with their families when they’re 
getting help. We partner with the school system to educate 
adolescents on substance use. Local community groups such 
as StepUp Ministry, A Place at the Table, Oak City Cares, and 
ACORNS are essential partners, too.
 Despite all this help for our struggling neighbors, the need 
for our services is growing. Fentanyl is everywhere. Deaths 
related to drug overdoses and alcohol have spiked. The 
pandemic accelerated negative trends in mental health. With 
nowhere to turn for help, Wake County residents battling 
addiction and mental illness cycle in and out of  hospitals and 
local jails. >
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We help clients fulfill 
their basic needs 

– from housing to 
employment; when 

clients are less worried 
about the basics, 

they are more likely 
to focus on long-term 

recovery.



 When SouthLight opened a dialogue about how to better serve 
our clients and our community, a common refrain was the need 
to renovate our outpatient treatment center on Garner Road. 
The facility is our busiest with roughly 700 clients visiting for 
treatment per day. Originally a strip mall, the floor plan remained 
largely the same as when we purchased it three decades ago: eight 
suites, a maze of  hallways, and an inefficient use of  space. 
 Turning it into an innovative, client-centered facility will have a 
huge return on investment. More space for group counseling and 
staff  training, rooms outfitted for telehealth services, new work 
and meeting spaces for staff  members, a safe and secure central 
reception area where clients can check in for appointments, a 
resource center where clients can drop in for a cup of  coffee or 
get help signing up for Medicaid, and an on-site pharmacy where 
all clients and staff  can fill prescriptions. 
  We are excited White Memorial Presbyterian Church chose 
to invest in this important project.  Long-time SouthLight 
Board member and WMPC member John Crumpler echoes 
that sentiment. “I am thrilled to see what we will accomplish 
together,” he shared. John is one of  many WMPC members to 
have served on our Board. Plenty have volunteered, too. Carl and 
Susan Hibbert “enjoy the opportunity to connect on a human 
level with the people SouthLight serves” while volunteering. 
WMPC volunteers regularly assemble hygiene kits and snack 
packs for SouthLight clients. SouthLight has benefited from 
WMPC grant funding for years.
 By selecting SouthLight as its Major Mission Partner, White 
Memorial is building on a strong relationship. As excited as we are 
about being involved in what you have built on Oberlin Road, we 
are even more excited to build something special with you. 

If you would like to make a contribution 
to Major Mission 2024, please contact 
Liz McKee, Development Director at 
lmckee@whitememorial.org, 
scan the QR code (left) or give 
online: whitememorial.org/give 
Major Mission 2024
Thank you! 
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SOUTHLIGHT’S 
IMPACT IN OUR 
COMMUNITY
    (FY 22-23)

Turning SouthLight’s 
Garner Road location 
into an innovative, 
client-centered facility 
will have a huge return 
on investment. 7,000+

individuals and families 
served each year

700+
individuals receiving 

opioid treatment 
each day

48,942
substance use & mental 
health counseling hours 
provided in 2022

1st
and only Opioid 

Treatment Program 
in NC to offer evening 

clinic hours

SAVE THE DATE: 
Concert for a Cause: SouthLight 

“Keep the Light Shining”
OnPoint Band

Friday, May 3  | 7:00 p.m. | Main Hall

Stay tuned for details on upcoming WM 
Major Mission tours to SouthLight. 
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MAJOR 
MISSION  
THROUGH 
THE YEARS
White Memorial’s first Major Mission project 

was in 1998 for StepUp Ministry - and our 

partnership with them continues ever 

strong today. 

Since that first Major Mission, we’ve helped 

numerous non-profits raise funds to build 

new facilities, renovate, or undergo ministry 

expansion. Many times, raising funds for 

bricks and mortar can be a challenge, but 

the outcome and service to the community 

directly impact the people our mission 

partners serve so well. 

We took a hiatus from 2014 to 2020 to care 

for our campus as we embarked  on White 

Memorial’s Imagine Capital Campaign, 

which allowed us to build and renovate 

the Edinburgh Building Main Hall, Kitchen, 

Geneva Hall, Connector, and Youth Space. 

In addition to building improvements this 

campaign allowed us to greatly expand 

the Outreach Endowment in the WMPC 

Foundation.  

Year Partner  Amount Raised

2004 Healing Place of Wake County   $93,445.81

2005 Urban Ministries  $82,867.44

2006 Hospice/Transitions Lifecare $85,807.48

2007 Interact $112,469.98

2008 Alliance Medical Ministry $364,090.00

2009 Habitat for Humanity of Wake County $ 62,190.39

2010 StepUp Endowment $95,470.00

2011 Boys/Girls Clubs $66,830.00

2012 Russia/Haiti $146,791.00

2013 Russia/Haiti $108,128.25

2014-20  Hiatus 

2021 Tammy Lynn Center (TLC) $  85,383.79

2022 King’s Ridge $134,494.43

2023 SAFEchild $122,059.80

2024 SouthLight

Seek the welfare of the city to 
which I have sent you, pray 
to the Lord on its 
behalf, for in its welfare you 
will find your own.   
     - Jeremiah 29
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| BY BETTY LANDES, MEMBER OF THE LITURGICAL ARTS GUILD|
Photography by Karen Haneline and Betty Landes

Visual Arts: 

A tool to 

foster healing, 

hope, light, and love 

within our church and 

our community. 

 In September 2019 DITA 10 (Duke Initiatives in Theology and 
the Arts) held a three-day symposium. This is where I first met 
Steve A. Prince, who presented Kitchen Talk: Visual Art Tools for 
Grappling with Faith, Race, and Social Justice; and a wood block 
workshop titled Links Project: Woodcut Making for a Steamroller 
Print. His talks revealed ways in which we can use the visual arts as 
a tool within our communities to foster healing, understanding, and 
the creation of  spaces to openly address deep societal scars. > 

INVITING STEVE PRINCE, ARTIST IN RESIDENCE 

Creating community.
ABOVE: Artist in Residence Steve Prince with participants working on the Urban Garden Drawing 



 The WMPC Liturgical Arts Guild (LAG) received 
approval in September of  2023 to reach out to Steve 
to see if  he would be interested in becoming White 
Memorial's first Artist in Residence during Lent of  
2024.  This began as an email to Steve and continued 
via phone conversations and emails with me, Eric 
Nanz, and Karl Zinsmeister as we continued to work 
out details. Two projects were agreed upon: The 
Communal, Mile-Long Quilt (which he had presented 
at Montreat's 2023 Worship and Music Conference) and 
the Urban Garden charcoal drawing. 
 
ARTIST IN RESIDENCE WORKSHOPS 
 Over forty members of  the community participated 
in the creation of  the Communal Quilt and the Urban 
Garden. For three days Steve talked about the Dirge 
and the Second Line, a New Orleans funerary ritual of  
remembrance and celebration. The Dirge represents 
our past and the Second Line is about rebirth, renewal, 
and restoration.   

COMMUNAL QUILT PROJECT 
 He gave us fabric, scissors, and fabric glue to tell 
our stories in a safe place, at the table with others. "I 
would encourage you to create more circles, to sit at 
more tables, to tell the truth of  your story and to listen 
to the truth of  others.” Steve’s challenge to us was “to 
share stories with the hope that hearing both the dirge 
and the second line you would draw closer to others, 
that you would hear what your neighbor is saying, and 
that you will receive them as your brother and as your 
sister." The Communal Quilt banners are on display 
in various locations of  our campus. The completed 
banners are on loan to us and will be returned to 
Williamsburg for Steve to include in the Mile-Long 
Quilt project.  He is assembling the quilt banners to 
stretch down DOG (Duke of  Gloucester) Street in 
Williamsburg Virginia coinciding with the reopening 
of  the Muscarelle Museum of  Art at the College 
of  William & Mary.  DOG street is one mile long - 
stretching from William & Mary to the Colonial Village 
Capitol Building. 

THE URBAN GARDEN DRAWING 
 The ongoing Urban Garden drawing is on the wall 
outside Pickard Hall.  Please stop by to view the quilts 
and garden and hopefully add your drawing to the 
Urban Garden to metaphorically represent the "weeds" 
of  issues and/or the "plants" of  hope and renewal. >   
 

TOP LEFT: Steve Prince and Music Director Karl Zinsmeister beside 
one of two Communal Quilts. BOTTOM: Class participants making 

their quilt story; Steve working on a charcoal drawing  of a class par-
ticipant; Olsen Richards; Stephanie Ferguson sharing her quilt story. 
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  Through the creation of  the Urban Garden project, we 
can learn about and openly address deep social and injustice 
issues with the creation of  possible solutions. The focus 
of  the representation is the history and evolution of  the 
intersection of  Oberlin and Wade Avenues. We are inviting 
members of  all the Oberlin Road churches and others in the 
community to come make metaphorical plants for this garden 
drawing along with us. 
 
WMPC LITURGICAL ARTS GUILD 
 LAG began in 2018 and in 2020 it took a tiny COVID 
break.  It came back strong, beginning with the origami dove 

project for Main Hall with many more to follow.  Our mission 
statement is: “The Liturgical Arts Guild of  WMPC endeavors 
to augment worship and the community of  the Church by 
stimulating the senses through visual and performing arts to 
inspire a deeper understanding and appreciation of  God’s 
presence, creativity and faithfulness.” 
  Some of  the other LAG projects have been liturgical 
paraments, seasonal fabric banners, paper lace banners, 
WMPC member crosses created on boards, prayer stations, 
prayer pockets, origami doves and our first Artist in 
Residence - Steve Prince. 

ABOVE TOP: Class participants making their quilt story; Steve Prince ABOVE BOTTOM: Betty Landes; The two art projects in progress 

CURRENT LAG MEMBERS are Lee Baker, Peggy Baughman, Judy Glover, Kathy Hart, Betty Landes, Sally McLaurin and Aimée 
White.  Eric Nanz, WMPC Associate Director of Music and Worship Arts is our staff liaison. Other staff members, Karl Zinsmeister, 

Grier Richards, and Mary Lee provide additional support. LAG meets on the fourth Monday of the month at 4 pm.  For more 
information, please contact Eric Nanz at enanz@whitememorial.org or just ask a member, we would love to have you join us. 

Art Evangelist Steve A. Prince is the Director of Engagement and Distinguished Artist in Residence 
at the Muscarelle Museum of Art at William & Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia. 

SPRING 2024 |  WORD   |  14



Storytelling is an intrinsic aspect of our human nature that is as 
old as time. Indeed, recent studies in neuroscience show that we 
humans are “wired for story.” Stories give voice to what has been 

silenced or repressed or excluded, and they have the power to heal 
and create community, connecting us more deeply to ourselves and 

to one another. In this workshop, Dr. Judy Yates Siker will guide us 
on a journey as we explore the power of storytelling throughout our 

lives. Join us on April 10, 17, and 24, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
in K200  as we study the gift and power of storytelling. Attendance 

is requested for all dates, but not mandatory.  
Register: whitememorial.org/register. 

WIRED FOR 
STORY

Quick bits
News and happenings at WMPC

RED CROSS
BLOOD DRIVE
Be the lifeline patients need. The American Red Cross will be 
on campus, Monday, April 15, 2024 from 1:30-6:00 p.m. in 
Pickard Hall. To make an appointment, please visit 
www.redcrossblood.org and use sponsor code WMPC 
You can also register from our website: 
whitememorial.org/register. 

The youth ministry invites you to join them in 
supporting their mission trips and conferences  as 

they do a NEW Fundraiser this year called The Giving 
Tree! There are  two Christmas Trees – one located in 
the Jane Bell Gathering Space and the other near the 
Main Hall of the Edinburgh building. On the trees are 
ornaments with various denominations of monetary 

support for our youth summer trips. The goal is to 
“empty the tree” which will fund youth summer trips!
You can also scan the QR code to make a donation or 

give online. Our youth thank you! 

GIVING TREE
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Rev. Dr. Ted A. Smith is Charles Howard Candler Professor of Divinity 
at Emory University’s Candler School of Theology. He works at 

the intersections of practical and political theology, paying special 
attention to the forms church life takes in modern societies. He 
currently serves as Director of Theological Education Between 

the Times, a project that gathers diverse groups of people to 
think together about the meanings and purposes of theological 

education. In May 2023, he published The End of Theological 
Education in which he analyzes the history of religion in the United 
States and the changing landscape of theological education. In this 
insightful book, Smith calls readers to re-imagine church, ministry, 

and theological education for this time between the times.

He will be our Theologian in Residence the weekend of April 14.  

If you haven’t already, please take a moment to look at ‘the timeline wall’ in the Connector 
(between The Hub and Main Hall) before it disappears. Originally designed to launch our 75th-
year celebration, the time has come to refresh. Soon, the current acrylic photos will be removed 
and re-purposed around campus. The new design will showcase new images and a TV screen 
highlighting videos of campus activities.

RE-IMAGINING 
CHURCH

Rev. Dr. Ted Smith, 
WMPC’S Theologian in Residence in April

GOING. GOING......

A GOODLY HERITAGE: 
SELECTIONS FROM 
THE PSALM WORKS
Join musicians from White Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in exploring the poetic and melodic beauty of 
the Psalms, newly set to music by our own Jeff Siker in A 
Goodly Heritage: Selections from The Psalm Works. Hear 
familiar themes from the Psalms – praise and thanks-
giving, lament and sorrow, confession and repentance, 
wisdom and instruction, hope and salvation – in a variety 
of musical styles that celebrate the rich and enduring 
legacy of these sacred texts. Whether you’re a longtime 
lover of the Psalms or simply appreciate the beauty of 
inspired music, you won’t want to miss this special event 
on Sunday, April 21 at 3:00 p.m. in the Main Hall of the 
Edinburgh Building.  
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From the Heart: 
 Personal Reflections About Outreach at WMPC

WE ASKED SEVERAL MEMBERS INVOLVED WITH 
OUTREACH TO SHARE WHY THEY DO WHAT THEY DO. 
Their answers vary, but you’ll quickly pick up on an 
overarching theme - Outreach is an avenue to put faith 
into action by serving and caring for one another - 
and, in turn, receiving far more. The impact of these 
individuals - and indeed all who serve - is mighty - and 
an inspiration and call for others to follow suit.  

COMMUNITY ALLOCATIONS COMMITTEE 
I have served on the Community Allocations 
Committee for several years and chaired the 
committee the last couple of years. It has been 
my most meaningful experience at WMPC. 

Recruited to the committee by Gloria Johnson, 
it was eye opening to learn about the great work 
done in our community by our agency partners. 
One wonders how our community would 
function without these agencies. From helping 
children and families confront abuse, feeding 
those in need, making life better for children 
and adults with special needs, helping people 
transition from incarceration to a satisfying life, 
helping our neighbors address life’s challenges 
including homelessness, medical hardship, 
and hunger, educating refugee children and 
helping refugee families find their place in the 
community, and helping our many partners that 
work with children to help them reach their 
potential. 

These agencies are truly doing God’s work, and 
to walk with them and the people they help is 
so humbling and inspiring. And walking with 
the WMPC family in doing the work of Outreach 
is also humbling and inspiring. Thank you to 
the WMPC congregation, Session, clergy and 
staff, and Outreach committee for making this 
mission possible. 

- STUART PHOENIX 

HAITI 
When people ask me where my passion for Haiti came from, my 
response is typically along the lines of “it’s hard to describe until 
you’ve seen it for yourself.” White Memorial gave me the opportu-
nity to first visit Port-au-Prince in the summer of 2010, which in 
turn also gave me the opportunity to fall in love with the place and 
the people. I wrote my family an email during my time there in 
2010 that I have saved on my computer and one part still sticks out:

“They say if you want to see God at work, go find poverty and de-
struction. I think I can see God at work here.” 

There is nothing I am more proud of at White Memorial than our 
church’s commitment to the Haitian people. It is no secret how 
much of a need remains in Haiti today, but that doesn’t mean the 
support our church sends isn’t making a difference. I have seen 
firsthand what WMPC is doing matters, and once we are able to 
start making trips back to Port-au-Prince (hopefully soon!), 
I can’t wait for more members of our church to get 
to see it too. - WILLIAM WHITE
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STEPUP MINISTRY
When George (my husband) and I served as co-partners for the first 
StepUp Ministry class 35 years ago, we had no idea we would still be 
involved 35 years later.

WMPC had the vision for StepUp, and we were thrilled to become 
involved. Years later, we were part of another vision, a program for 
16–21-year-olds. We participated again as co-partners in the newly 
created “Real World.”

We have watched the mission and vision of StepUp evolve as the 
needs of the community change. Today, the mission is “to provide 
pathways for people to overcome barriers and transform their 
lives.” And StepUp’s vision is “to be a safe and thriving community 
where people have stability, equal opportunity, and purpose.”

George and I have supported this mission and vision by serving six-
year terms on the Board. We encourage you to join us in serving with 
StepUp in whatever way you feel called. Start by calling Colisha 
Stanford at (919) 781-0156 x 102 for a tour on Tuesday nights.     

- ANNE RAMSAY

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

Gloria Johnson, former Associate Pastor 
for Outreach, led me to the Community 
Service Committee years ago when I was 
in search of a way to serve through our 
church. Participating in this group is one of 
the best decisions I've ever made! Not only 
have I grown to appreciate all the amazing 
organizations our church supports that 
are in place to assist people in unfortunate 
circumstances, but I've been privileged 
to serve with so many White Memorial 
pastors, staff and members who have a 
strong passion and heart for helping others. 
It is awe inspiring and humbling. Service 
has strengthened my faith and ties to our 
church and community, and along the way  
I have gathered many wonderful friends.

- BECKY OLMSTED 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Why do I do what I do? This was simple for me to answer. I do it for 
the Lord. I have devoted a large part of my life to serving others. 
Whether it’s serving my family, or my church or serving in our 
community, at the end of the day, it’s all serving the Lord. God 
wants us, and needs us to take care of each other and to be 
his hands and feet on this earth. I try every day to do ONE 
nice thing for someone else. God has blessed me in many 
ways it’s the least I can do for Him. Deuteronomy 10:12 
says: “To serve the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul.”  AMEN to that!

- JAN STEWART 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Why I Do What I Do…and love every minute! White Memorial 
and the Service Committee have opened up new opportunities 
that I would not have known about otherwise! Each agency 
I have had the pleasure of liaising with has educated me on 
the needs of our community.  I receive great joy from greeting 
clients at Urban Ministries, and even though I have no Spanish 
language skills, the clients get where they need to go. Helping 
out at Interact has brought me new friendships, with ladies I 
might not have gotten to know as well as I do now. Interacting 
with Mayview Learning Center is always rewarding, and 
appreciated by children and staff alike. And, my association 
with Raleigh Rescue Mission, making bags for the hungry 
who come to their facility for a meal, has developed into a 
friendship with one of their staff. I love it when I can help her 
with projects that improve the lives of those there who are 
working hard to have a home again. Pardoned by Christ is 
the newest agency I am working with, and I look forward to 
further involvement with more of White Memorial’s outreach 
partnerships serving our neighbors!

- JULIE NAU 

POLAND OUTREACH
Fifteen years ago I had an unexpected opportunity to join White Memorial, Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church (Tampa) and St. John’s 
Baptist Church (Raleigh) on a mission trip to Wroclaw, Poland. In my life, Poland and the Evangelical School of Theology (EWST) 
opened windows and doors which I never envisioned! There was so much to learn about their country, the work of the seminary, and 
the surrounding faith community. The EWST continuing ed programs were so inspirational. At the time of my visit, Wojciech & Marek 
were the leaders of the Evangelical School of Theology and they continue to direct the excellent work there today. Since the war in 
neighboring Ukraine began, EWST and its partners have provided much support to the Ukrainian refugees and given us at WMPC (and 
other churches) an avenue to assist those who have fled the war for temporary sanctuary of Poland. One mission trip changed the way I 
heard God’s call to global mission. I am so grateful.   - CAROL VASSEY 
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OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY SERVICE
 Outreach and Community Service fuel my soul. Our church does so 
much for the community and beyond. As co-chair of Outreach, I get 
to see what we do and the many ways to be involved in the different 
aspects of Outreach. I love visiting our local agencies to see what 
they are doing and how we can help them. And, I enjoy helping 
the agencies help each other, which happens often. I’m always 
humbled by the work our community agencies do and how great 
the needs continue to be.  We have continued to be engaged with 
our international mission partners over the past few years 
even though we could not visit. I’m excited as we begin to 
plan mission trips with our international mission partners.  
Please reach out to Debbie Fox or me if you are interested in 
Outreach. There is honestly something for everyone!

                        - RUTH LANDERS, CO-CHAIR OUTREACH

MIDDLE EAST PEACE & JUSTICE
I currently chair WMPCs Middle East Peace 
&       Justice committee, a sub-committee under 
Outreach. The committee grew out of events 
following the September 11 attack and a trip for 
WMPC members to Jordan, Palestine and Israel in 
2009. The impact of the first trip was to open, for 
our congregation, an initiative under the title 'One 
God Three Faiths', which was a series of interfaith 
meetings among a number of Christian congre-
gations of varying denominations and represen-
tatives of the other Abrahamic faith traditions, 
Judaism and Islam. Impetus for the 2009 trip came 
from that experience, and preparation included 
classes with speakers from those traditions. I was 
one of the WMPC members on that trip, and was 
influenced by experiences during the trip prepa-
ration and the trip itself. While on the ground in 
those countries, we spent time with Elias Chacour, 
the founder of the Mar Elias schools at Ibillin, Isra-
el and author of books including “Blood Brothers” 
(which was assigned reading in trip preparation);  
Mitri Raheb, the pastor at Christmas Lutheran 
Church in Bethlehem, in the occupied territories 
(and who has been hosted in a visit here with us); 
and members of the Parents Circle, an organiza-
tion of Israeli Jews and Palestinians who have lost 
family members to violence (and who have also 
visited with us here).

The committee is the primary contact for inter-
faith activities for our congregation and worked 
with a 2014 trip to Jordan, Palestine and Israel.  

- DAN MCCONNELL

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT
In 2017, we signed up to help with a refugee family with 

our Refugee Resettlement Committee in cooperation with 
the United States Committee on Refugees and Immigrant 

(USCRI). We were both recently retired and looking for 
opportunities to serve in our community. We had enjoyed 

some international travel and meeting new people in 
foreign countries. While traveling, we were impressed with 

how willing people in the foreign countries were to help 
us navigate our way. We looked forward to returning that 

hospitality by helping refugees moving into our country.

Since 2017, we, along with the others on the Refugee 
Settlement Committee, have had the opportunity to work 

with several refugees from different countries. Some of 
our duties were helping set up the apartments before 

they arrived and taking them to appointments after they 
arrived. We have shared meals, celebrated birthdays, and, 
among other things, helped them navigate bus schedules, 

grocery shopping, and applying for jobs. We have all 
rejoiced as they become more independent and less in need 

of our help. We have morphed from helping strangers to 
developing new friends.

We have been so fortunate to have this opportunity to get 
to know these refugees who came to our country from 

unsafe conditions. USCRI has new refugees coming in 
frequently, and we encourage others to join our committee 

to help. 

- HARRIET AND JERRY WORLEY
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PRESBYTERIAN CAMPUS MINISTRY
Presbyterian Campus Ministry, PCM, can provide a wonderful 
opportunity for college students to enjoy Christian fellowship 
with other students, from their local college and others nearby, 
across the state and country. For students that enjoyed a strong 
Presbyterian Youth Program at their home church during high 
school, it’s a great group to transition into as they deal with 
increasing pressures in school and life in general. It can be 
tough out there for kids these days. For those new to Presbyte-
rian Ministry, it also provides a welcoming safe space they may 
have not had before. 

I personally enjoyed working with Presbyterian youth pro-
grams while my kids were in middle and high school as it al-
lowed me to be a part of their lives along with their friends. It 
was important to stay on the sidelines, so to speak, allow them 
space to allow their individual growth at times, but still be a 
part of the program. As they moved on through college, they 
each enjoyed time with the PCM group at their specific college. 
I think it was a natural fit for them and their friends. We sup-
ported those groups the best we could while they attended but 
did not play any direct role with them. 

Now that our kids are out of college and starting their own 
families, I have found it very rewarding to participate in PCM 
here in Raleigh. Just being around young adults is exciting, 
and I hope, through my family and Presbyterian experience, 
I can bring something to the table that is beneficial to them. I 
continue to learn through them, and it takes me back close to 
Hillsborough Street and NC State! 

 - WESLEY JONES

IGLESIA SANTUARIO 
Prior to moving to Raleigh in late 2012, I volunteered 
weekly for 2 years in ESL classes in Charlotte that were 
jointly provided by our church and a community nonprofit. 
I enjoyed working with the immigrants participating in 
these classes and was inspired by their stories. Like many 
ongoing volunteer involvements, I gained more than than I 
contributed.

When I read the notice Gloria Johnson placed in the WMPC 
July 2016 newsletter about a “Stay at Home International 
Mission,” my interest was piqued due to the admiration I 
had for the immigrants I had gotten to know as an ESL-class 
volunteer. The newsletter notice told of an opportunity to 
connect with Iglesia Santuario, a Hispanic fellowship that 
is one of 1001 New Worshipping Communities effort of our 
denomination, the PC (USA). I contacted Gloria - and the 
rest is history.

WMPC has provided financial and other support for Iglesia 
Santuario since 2017, and I have served as the liaison 
between the WMPC Outreach Committee, Santuario’s lead-
ership and the New Hope Presbytery committee with over-
sight responsibility for this congregation. We have recently 
formed a Santuario Committee as part of our church’s Out-
reach Committee with the purpose of (1) walking alongside 
and supporting this immigrant congregation in its ministry 
and (2) developing new connections between our two con-
gregations in order to expand our ministry together.

Although things do not always go as planned or expected 
with a small immigrant congregation, I have found the ex-
perience of working with Iglesia Santuario very rewarding. 
Meaningful relationships have formed, and I am inspired 
by their faith, joy and commitment to their church. The 
leadership and all members of Santuario are very grateful 
for their ministry partnership with WMPC. 

 - PHIL LAMBERT
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF WAKE COUNTY
We all know the challenges of finding an affordable home throughout 
Wake County, while trying to keep the cost at or below one-third of a 
monthly income. Imagine trying to accomplish that on an hourly wage, 
while a single parent, as a recent immigrant, or in any number of other 
situations that distressed families face. Habitat for Humanity builds 
homes through community donations and volunteer work that leads 
to home ownership for qualifying buyers (https://www.habitatwake.
org/faith).  Homes are sold at market value, with creative and sup-
portive strategies for affordable mortgages paired with buyer sweat 
hours towards home construction. White Memorial has dedicated its 
resources and congregational time to help make home ownership a 
reality for those committed to fulfilling an important family need but 
are having difficulty achieving it amidst our affordable housing crisis.  
Food, shelter and health - the human essentials in which WMPC and 
Habitat for Humanity have partnered for decades to better meet a core 
value.  Shelter, good homes, for all. A place where I and many others are 
faithfully engaged. Anyone 16 years and older can participate. Hardhats 
and hammers provided! Join us at our next WMPC workday later this 
Spring. You can register via vhub.at/whitememorial and contact me for 
further information (esm@ncsu.edu) and to get on our email list. 

- ERIC MILLER
 

Habitat is a truly unique means of tangibly solving the afford-
able housing crisis here at home and around the world.  For 
approximately 50 years, the Habitat model has provided dignity 
and pride in home ownership through its sweat equity process.  
If you can lend a hand, donate or both, you will find out how 
rewarding this volunteer opportunity can be! 

- STEVE LOCHBAUM 

On Volunteering -- As most church members who 
have participated in outreach service activities 
will tell you, the reward and satisfaction the vol-
unteer receives far exceeds the benefit provided.

- HARRY MONTGOMERY

Why do I volunteer at Habitat?--- I support Habitat’s mission!  
Plus, it’s fun to work alongside other WMPC members and 
people from other denominations.

- TOM ROBINSON

Creating opportunities for home ownership and 
building equity lifts up the entire community. 

- SIMON ROE
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Love.
Serve.
Repeat

 

Community 
Service

Oberlin 
Road 

Ministry

Community 
Allocations

Habitat for 
Humanity of 
Wake County

StepUp
Ministry

Presbyterian 
Campus 

Ministries
As an extension of the ministry of the Presbyterian Church (USA), 

PCM of Raleigh seeks to be a unique voice of God’s grace on the 
college campuses in our community. WMPC is one of several local 

Presbyterian churches that support PCM.  Wesley Jones and Kelly 
Cunningham currently serve on the PCM board as representatives 

of WMPC.  Contact  Wesley Jones at wcjones1983@gmail.com.

StepUp Ministry’s primary goal is to help adults and children 
transform their lives through employment and life skills training. 

The ministry was started at White Memorial in the 1980’s and later 
became a self-sustaining 501c(3). White Memorial members volun-
teer with and support StepUp in many ways.  If you are interested 
in volunteering, contact Anne Ramsay at aeramsay4@gmail.com.

White Memorial Presbyterian supports Habitat by 
having congregational teams contribute volunteer 

hours to the construction of affordable homes.  The 
projects are fun and there is something for all levels 
of skill. No prior experience is needed!  Participants 

must be 16 years old.  Contact Eric Miller at  
esm@ncsu.edu.

WMPC shares in ministry with members of Wilson 
Temple United Methodist Church, Oberlin Baptist 

Church, Church of the True Vine and St. John’s 
Baptist Church, all churches in close proximity 

to White Memorial.  We share in Ash Wednesday 
services, work side by side on Oberlin Cemetery 

clean-up days and participate in other projects with 
this group. Contact chair, Cam Lewis at 

clewis153@nc.rr.com.

The Community Allocations Committee 
allocates the budget set by the Session 

and Outreach Committee for Wake County 
nonprofit agencies that help our communi-

ty meet basic and special needs. Committee 
members set criteria for giving, review 

agency grant requests, visit agency part-
ners, and decide on grant amounts for our 
agency partners. The committee typically 

has 20 to 25 members that interact with 
our 45 to 50 agency partners. Contact chair 

Stuart Phoenix at sphoenix@nc.rr.com. 

Outreach Today.
Co-Chairs:  Ruth Landers - ruth@landers.me and 
Debbie Fox - debfox@bellsouth.net
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The Haiti Committee is comprised of 12 members, many 
whom have traveled to Haiti. Currently we pray for the peo-
ple of Haiti, support the work of the medical clinics, sponsor 
students, and promote the work of our mission partners, 
Family Health Ministries and Haiti Outreach Ministries. 
Contact Carol Vassey at carol.vassey@gmail.com.

 

Haiti

Community 
Service

Santuario

Middle East 
Peace & 
Justice

Poland

Refugee 
Resettlement

Middle East Peace & Justice has 25 members, many 
of whom traveled on the 2009 trip to Jordan, Pal-
estine and Israel.  What we do and have done is to 
promote education about Palestine and Israel and 
interfaith relations in Raleigh among WMPC and our 
Jewish and Muslim communities. Contact chair
Dan McConnell at demcconnell@bellsouth.net.

The Poland Committee serves as the liaison with 
our mission partners at the Evangelical Theological 
Seminary (EWST) in Wrocław, Poland, Marek 
Kucharski and Wojciech Szczerba. In addition to 
coordinating visits, news and updates are provided 
to interested church members about the seminary. 
Contact co-chairs David Rosar at drosar@arcon-
parts.com or Kathy Kidd at kakidd@bellsouth.net.

The Refugee Resettlement committee, currently 
45 members,  works with government agencies and 
community agencies in the area to help refugees by 
setting up an apartment, providing transportation, 
helping the children get enrolled in school and other 
activities needed to adjust to the new life.  
Contact co-chairs Harriet or Jerry Worley at 
hfworley@nc.rr.com. 

The Santuario Committee’s purpose is to walk alongside 
and support Iglesia Santuario in its ministry; and to nurture 
connections between WMPC and Iglesia Santuario in order to 
expand our ministry together. The committee has 6 members. 
Contact Phil Lambert, chair, at philip.l.lambert@gmail.com.

The Community Service Committee has around 45 members. 
Most members are assigned 1-2 local non-profit agencies. 
Our focus is to provide support to these agencies through 
volunteering, service projects and donations. Contact chair 
Jan Stewart at thestewarts2614@gmail.com.



|BY HEATHER GARRABRANT|

“My arms aren’t long enough.” That’s the realization that leads 
many people over age 40 to start using reading glasses to read 
the bulletin and hymnal at church. Readers are a simple example 

of  using support to aid participation in an activity. Beyond supports that 
individuals choose to use, White Memorial Presbyterian Church strives to make 
the spaces, programs, and materials at church accessible to all. 
 Accessibility can take the form of  support, physical and structural changes, 
technological additions, and consideration of  needs when choosing locations/
times for meetings and events. In recent years, WMPC has made many 
improvements in accessibility to our campus and for campus events. This list 
(on next page) includes those changes and highlights a few accessibility efforts 
that have already been in place, for general awareness purposes. 
 
What can church members and visitors 
do to improve accessibility for all? 
 Please honor all parking signage for reserved disabled or over age 70 
parking spaces! Please do not use the benches to store items and try to keep 
them clean for our sisters and brothers who need a rest when walking on 
campus. Please reach out to Claire Cox-Woodlief, Director of  Operations, or 
Heather Garrabrant, Health Ministry Coordinator with suggestions to improve 
accessibility or special needs. 
 We recognize there is progress to make still to improve access to all buildings 
and events. The WMPC staff  is dedicated to planning and budgeting for these 
enhancements, and to implement positive changes as efficiently as possible. >
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ACCESSIBILITY FOR ALL

White Memorial 
Presbyterian Church 
strives to make the 
spaces, programs, 
and materials at 
church accessible 
to all. 
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PRINT MATERIALS 
The communications team recently increased the large print bulletin 
font size to 18. Ushers have copies of  the large print bulletins for 
worship services. Most bulletins, newsletters and magazines can be 
found on our website where content can be enlarged as needed.

SOUND 
There are hearing aid loop systems in the Sanctuary, Geneva Hall, and 
Main Hall. This technology sends sound directly to the telecoil in a 
person’s hearing aid, thus reducing background noise significantly. If  
you do not have a “T-Coil” on your hearing aid, ask your audiologist 
or hearing professional if  that is an option for you.

PARKING
The Chapel lots off  McDonald Lane are now reserved for people 
needing disabled parking, and/or for people ages 70+ on Sunday 
mornings for all worship services. WMPC now has additional 
temporary disabled parking signs to reserve the spaces in the front 
of  the Dover lot next to the StepUp building, and/or on McDonald 
Lane for events for which high attendance numbers are expected. 
There is a permanent disabled parking space with a curb cut out 
on Oberlin Road that can be used to access either the Jane Bell 
Gathering Space or Edinburgh Building’s second floor. Benches have 
been placed along McDonald Lane to provide rest for those who 
need to take a break when walking to an event or worship.  

BUILDING ACCESS
WMPC added an automatic door push button for the entrance to the 
hallway connecting The Hub, Luther Building, Pickard Hall, and Main 
Hall off  of  the courtyard. A lift was added for children to access the 
upper floor of  the Luther Building from the courtyard/playground 
area on the Oberlin Road side of  campus near the second-floor 
Main Hall entrance. If  one enters the second floor of  the Edinburgh 
Building from Oberlin Road, there is an elevator to access Main 
Hall, Geneva, and any space connected. For persons accessing the 
Sanctuary or Jane Bell Space by elevator, enter through the Luther 
Building doors facing McDonald Lane. 

TECHNOLOGY
An Accessibility Map of  the WMPC campus is available on the 
church website under the “Visit” tab. The map can be downloaded 
for convenience. Zoom rooms and vibe boards are used to enable 
people to attend events virtually, or to watch recorded programming 
at another time whenever feasible. 

SPECIAL NEEDS
WMPC can provide a Special Friend for elementary school children 
needing one-to-one partners to participate in Sunday school, and/or 
Vacation Bible School, as needed. 

We recognize there 
is progress still to 
be made to improve 
access to all buildings 
and events. The WMPC 
staff is dedicated 
to planning and 
budgeting for these 
enhancements, and 
to implement positive 
changes as efficiently 
as possible. 



By the time you read this, Lent is more than halfway through. What 
is Lent, you might ask? It is a time of recognition of our sin and our 

mortality; which is an admission of how much we need God’s forgiveness 
and God’s gift of life beyond death. While it is not the most joyful and 
uplifting of Christian themes, it is essential to spiritual growth. To be 

honest with God, we must be honest about ourselves. And, there’s the 
rub. Our Presbyterian/Reformed tradition teaches us that the most 
consistent lies we tell are the lies about ourselves. This is a difficult 

teaching, but an essential and truthful lesson, nonetheless. What Lent 
offers us is 40 days to be honest. Honest about our sins. Honest about our 

mortality. Honest about our hope in Christ and his resurrection. >

|BY CHRISTOPHER EDMONSTON|

The 
Journey 
Within: 
      Lent’s 
        40 Days
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 You might wonder, where does the 40 days come 
from? It comes from the Bible, where we walk with 
Jesus as he was tested and tried for 40 days. Go 
to your Bible, and read Mark 1:12-13. It is a good 
reminder that testing is part of  every Christian life, 
of  every life which seeks to follow Jesus. There is 
no simple or easy discipleship. Instead, there is the 
opportunity to be faithful when we have “wilderness 
moments” of  challenge, loss, or pain. To survive our 
wilderness moments, we usually need to go deep 
within ourselves. That is, look within ourselves, to 
discover the presence of  the divine as it intersects 
with our human hearts and souls.  
 One of  the key verses setting us upon the journey 
also happens in Mark, when we read in Mark 1:35, 
“In the morning, while it was still very dark, Jesus 
got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he 
prayed.” If  we are to follow Jesus, which is the main 
point of  living the Christian life, we have to practice 
his practices and follow his example. Oftentimes 
we have to “retreat” within ourselves to discover 
the spaces and places where God is leading us and 
calling us to go.
 Before Easter comes this year, take a moment 
to journal, to sit in the silence of  a contemplative 
prayer, or to sit quietly to listen for what the Bible 
calls the “still small voice” (1 Kings 19:11-13) of  
God. As I have written before, Lent, with its 40 
days of  introspection and brutal honesty about who 
God is, and who we are, provides an opportunity to 
complete this important spiritual work. Some people 
have told me that they are concerned that God is 
no longer speaking in our time. I do not think this 
is the case. Instead, I think that with all the noise of  
our historical moment – the anger, the warfare, the 
media, the vitriol, the polarization, the arguments 
about race, history, and the like – we have lost the 
capacity to be still and hear the leading voice and 
leading urgency of  God. God is still speaking to our 
souls. >

“In the 
morning, while 
it was still very 
dark, Jesus 
got up and 
went out to a 
deserted place, 
and there he 
prayed.” 
    - Mark 1:35
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I hope we will all take the few Lenten days that remain 
to think about our journeys with God; and then journey 
within. Start with asking God to meet you there – pray 
deeply. Prayer is the first step. Then, be like Jesus and be 
still. Breathe deeply. Wait for clarity. It may take many 
attempts, but it will come. How? Why? Because the 
deeper we go within ourselves, the more we can connect 
with the needs and gifts of  our souls. And, it is tried and 
true, that within the soul we meet God and hear God 
most clearly. 
 God is still speaking, calling, blessing, and leading. 
The challenge is first to hear Jesus and then to find the 
courage to follow him. This Lent, this Easter – and 
every Lent and Easter – we have the opportunity and the 
privilege to take the journey with Jesus. It begins with 
the journey within. And it ends with a deeper love of  
Jesus and all he offers us.  

Some people have told me that they are concerned that 
God is no longer speaking in our time. I do not think this 
is the case. Instead, I think that with all the noise of our 
historical moment – the anger, the warfare, the media, 
the vitriol, the polarization, the arguments about race, 
history, and the like – we have lost the capacity to be still 
and hear the leading voice and leading urgency of God. 
God is still speaking to our souls.
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2023 FINANCIALS 
$5,842,404   TOTAL PLEDGES GIFTS AND OTHER INCOME

$5,775,209 TOTAL EXPENSES
         PROGRAM AND PROPERTY  $ 1,260,155
    PERSONNEL  $ 3,231,082
    OUTREACH  $ 1,283,972

  $1.3 MILLION GIVEN THROUGH OUTREACH IN 2023
  56 BAPTISMS
  91 NEW MEMBERS
  35 NEW CONFIRMANDS

 

IMPACT: 2023

TOTAL 
EXPENSES
$5,775,209

2023 
Actual Gifts 
and Pledges
$5,842,404

2023 
Budgeted Gifts 

and Pledges
$5,588,028

2024
Budgeted Gifts 

and Pledges 
$6,080,972

2024 BUDGET 
TOTAL 
2024 

BUDGET
$6,080,972

PERSONNEL
56%

PROGRAM & 
PROPERTY 

21%

OUTREACH
23%

TOTAL 2024 OPERATIONAL BUDGET 
$   1,273,150
$ 3,404,559
$  1,403,263
$6,080,972

 

PROGRAM AND PROPERTY      
PERSONNEL                                     
OUTREACH                             
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1704 Oberlin Road
Raleigh, North Carolina 27608
(919) 834-3424  |  whitememorial.org

whitememorialnc

Service Times
In person | Live Stream | FB Live | YouTube
9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. | Sanctuary 
10:45 a.m. | OnPoint@1704 | Main Hall

Adult and Children’s Sunday School
9:30 a.m. | Virtual and In Person Classes 

Change Service Requested


