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2025 CHURCH STAFF

2025 MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Confirmed members reported December 31, 2024…......................
Added on Profession of Faith and Reaffirmation of Faith….................
Added on Certificate from Other Churches………................................
Total Gains for 2025………………………..….............................….......
Loss by Death………………………….........................................….......
Loss by Deletion from Active Roll…….............................................…..
Loss by Transfer to Other Churches ………...…................................…        
Total Losses for 2025.………………….............................................…                               
Net Loss for 2025.…………….…………............................…........…...                                  
Membership as of December 31, 2025.……………..........................   
Confirmed Members as of December 31, 2020……........….......…...   
Confirmed Members as of December 31, 2015……........….......…...   
Confirmed Members as of December 31, 2010……........…....…......                  
Confirmed Members as of December 31, 2005….............….............                            
Confirmed Members as of December 31, 2000……….......…...........
Confirmed Members as of December 31, 1995………......................

OTHER INFORMATION                                                                                     
Baptisms.……………......................................................…….......…….                                                               
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Teachers and Officers in Sunday School…..........................................
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THE SESSION
OFFICERS 2025-2026
Moderator: Christopher Edmonston
Vice-Moderators: Cate Church Norman
Anne Galliher, Grier Booker Richards
Clerk: Anne Enberg
Moderator Pro Tempore: 
Gregg Sandreuter
Treasurer: Bill White

Class of 2026 
Frank Baird, Diane Britt, Penny Carlo, 
Lily Dobson, Erin Duffy, Anne Enberg, Debbie 
Fox, Katherine Gilliland, Claire Sauls Glover, 
Lewis Jennings (Youth), Glenn Matteson, 
Karl Rectanus, Jared Smith, Bill White, Tricia 
Willoughby, Reid Wilson (Youth)

Class of 2027 
DeLana Anderson, Chase Barnard, Nancy 
Benninger, Mary Chamblee, Alex Flynn, 
Amy Kennemur Hall, Nan Hannah, Susu 
Lilly, Caroline McCullen, Emily Peters 
(Youth), Abby Pressel, Tom Robinson, 
Owen Treadway (Youth), Ray Watson, Gwen 
Whiteman, Erwin Williams

Class of 2028 
Bill Baker, Carolyn McGowan, John Pace, 
Diane Payne, George Ramsay, Ann Brooke 
Raynal, Stephen Riddick, Caitlin Roach, 
Gregg Sandreuter, David Sloop, Tim Tinnesz, 
Rick White, Kristi Wilson, Peter Williams

THE DIACONATE 
OFFICERS 2025-2026
Moderator: Lori Jones
Vice-Moderator: Laura Clark
Secretary: Calleigh Crumpler
Assistant Treasurer: Ashley Silverman

Class of 2026
Mary Eliza Angley (Youth), Cotten Barnes, 
Melanie Biddell, Matthew Brookby, Brent 
Brockschmidt, Cindy Canning, Paula Corkey, 
Lee Craven, Travis Harris, Dalton Carruthers 
Hunt, Julie Leon, Cissy Livengood, Allan 
Pharr, Christopher Pharr, Kristen Sloop, Mary 
Willoughby, Scott Wilson, Heather York, 
Taylor Bree Young (Youth)

Class of 2027
Jonathan Broyles, Laura Clark, George 
Crane, Katie Eves, Heather Horton, Blair 
Hughes, Sid Hunt, Ann Matteson, Terree 
Montgomery, Julie Nau, Tyler Poole, Vanessa 
Rectanus (Youth), Wayne Rogers, Jackie 
Rufty, Ashley Silverman, Wally Silverman 
(Youth)
Class of 2028 
Chester Allen, Anna Baird, Kristye Brackett, 
Nancy Brawley, Penn Clarke, Anderson 
Davis, Meg Ellis, Meg Groves, Hunter Hobson, 
Toni Hutto, Cameron Leonard, Gina Minton, 
Brian Mock, Chris Wilson

Greetings in the name of the 
Triune One, who is the Creator, 
the Redeemer, and the Spirit 
who fills our lives and hearts! 
In 2025, we prepared for our 
80th year of ministry in Raleigh 
(2026) and worked hard to 
welcome new initiatives. We 
followed our Be Thou My Vision 
plan for the future of WMPC, 

looked toward the promise of the Four Pillars campaign, and 
shared our ministry with others. Our ministry truly makes 
a difference in North Carolina and around the world. We 
worship, embrace, and serve a local, regional, and global 
community in order to uphold the values of the Gospel and the 
larger Reformed tradition. It is a joy to be part of this ministry 
with you all: friends, members, volunteers, leaders, and staff. 
God blessed us in 2025, and we pray that God continues to 
bless us in 2026 and beyond!
	  I encourage you to read this entire Annual Report. You 
will see the fruits of ministry in every entry. Remember: every 
report you read represents either service or spiritual growth 
for some member of our congregation or community (or 
both!). Our former Associate Pastor for Administration, Gary 
Fulton, and I used to calculate that the ministry efforts of 
WMPC impacted nearly 300,000 lives per year (and that might 
be conservative, because we did not necessarily count the 
Food Bank, which helps nearly 700,000 people per year). Lives 
touched through Worship. Lives touched through Outreach. 
Lives touched through Pastoral Care. Lives touched through 
Christian Education and Formation. This what we do: we 
proclaim the Gospel through what we say and do in order to 
bring ourselves and others closer to the kingdom of God and to 
do our part in proclaiming the good and loving ways of God to 
everyone around us.	
	 It is a privilege to be part of this ministry with you. As we 
continue to live into our Be Thou My Vision efforts and prepare 
for the physical changes our Four Pillars of Promise campaign, 
we remain resolute in our commitment to be both an anchor 
and a leader in the theological and Outreach efforts of our city, 
state, and region. 
	 Thanks be to God for our ministry in 2025!

With gratitude and prayer for abundant grace,

Christopher Edmonston, Pastor

A MESSAGE FROM 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
CLAIRE COX WOODLIEF
Grace and peace to you! It is an 
exciting time as we look forward 
to our sanctuary renovation, 
life safety upgrades in the areas 
where many of our children’s 
activities take place, and as we 
look to the future as we expand 
our Memorial Garden. It is such 
a joy to witness all the coming 
and going on our campus as our staff, church members and 
community partners host worship services, experiences and 
gatherings that provide opportunities for fellowship and 
spiritual transformation for all age levels. We are indeed 
“pursuing transformational commitment, investment, 
and engagement at WMPC” as we continue living into our 
Be Thou My Vision strategic plans. It is such a privilege to 
work alongside our gifted and dedicated pastors, program, 
administrative and support staff. As we continue to learn 
and grow together, may we remain committed to following 
the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, as we seek to love our 
neighbors and work towards reconciliation with all of God’s 
people.

Pax Christi,
Claire
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PLEDGES GIFTS AND OTHER INCOME 	       $6,067,341

EXPENSES
          PROGRAM AND PROPERTY	 $ 1,338,611		
          PERSONNEL	 $ 3,541,649
          BENEVOLENCES	 $ 1,213,133
               TOTAL EXPENSES	       $ 6,093,393
NET			                                          	 $   (26,052)

2025 Budget Pledges Gifts and Other Income 	 $ 6,568,294
2025 Budget Expenses	 $ 6,568,294
		

The WMPC Worship Committee is made up of several guilds and sub-committees that support worship 
services and the broader worship life of the congregation – extending to programs, retreats, conferences, 
seminars, and concerts. These guilds/sub-committees are Advent Wreath Guild; Baptismal Guild; Chancel 
Glorification Guild; Communion Guild; Concert Series Committee; Liturgical Arts Guild; Paraments Guild; Usher 
Guild; Wedding Guild; and Witness to the Resurrection Guild. All these groups have faithfully fulfilled their 
leadership through another year of worship. 

The Worship Committee also oversees WMPC Music Ministry. Highlights from this ministry area 
include Eric Wall joining WMPC as the Director of Music and:

Sanctuary Worship has had a strong year of congregational song and musical ensembles; the 
choirs and ensembles have worked to be present in both 9:30 and 11:00. As we approach the 
sanctuary renovation, we’re thankful for all that helps worship in that space be rich, expressive, 
powerful, and grounding; when the renovation is complete, we’ll look forward not only to being 
reunited with the organ, but also to expanded chancel space and access and to a fresh, bright, 
familiar, and beautiful space.

Children’s Choirs have had a wonderful year preparing music for both Sanctuary and 
OnPoint services. Members of the Joyful Noise Choir have participated in liturgy as part of our 
congregations’s participation in the Presbyterian Association of Musicians’  Child of Blessing 
Grant. Members of the Youth Choir recently participated in the Segue Choir Festival at Wake 
Forest Baptist Church with other area churches. It was a fun-filled day of singing and fellowship. 

Participation in OnPoint Band and Youth Worship Band continue to be strong. Both groups 
have been working hard to learn new music and provide meaningful musical leadership. The 
Liturgical Arts Guild is taking on new projects and offering new classes this year. Be on the 
lookout for their offerings around the church!

2025 MILESTONES

Vacation Bible School 
88 children, 60 youth helpers, 82 
adult volunteers, a multitude of 
snack providers, and many staff 
members joyfully experienced our 
Road Trip VBS on June 23 – 27, 2025! 
Our church’s children learned Bible 
stories about God always being with 
us on our journey. Special activities 
included daily assemblies, music, movement, art, science, musical movement, 
and a service project. The children enjoyed playground time, snacks, and 
fellowship as they expanded their circle of friends. Our VBS children served 
others by bringing in supplies and packing bags full of snacks and fun items for 
Raleigh Rescue Mission and for our neighborhood fire station. 

Sunday School – Two-year-olds through kindergarteners gathered each 
week for Sunday School, which included Bible stories, arts and crafts, music, 
and fellowship time. Elementary children in grades 1-5 explored Bible stories 
through Rotation Stations, visiting 6 stations: Science, Drama, Art, Prayer, 
Games, and Music. The children’s offering supported Raleigh Rescue Mission. 

Other Special Events for Children included:

WORSHIP, MUSIC & ARTS

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY YOUTH MINISTRY

2’s Welcome to Sunday School
Blessing of the Backpacks 
Children’s Movie Nights
Club 4/5 
Trunk or Treat 
Joy Gift Worship Service

Christmas Eve Bell Services 
Skating Party
3’s Bible Day
Easter Egg Hunt and Breakfast 
End-of-year Donuts and Fellowship

New Year, New Titles and New Staff!
In 2025, our youth ministry staff experienced an exciting season of growth. 
Genevieve Brooks was promoted from Director of Youth Ministry to Director 
of Family Ministry, overseeing both the Children’s Ministry Faith Formation 
Team and the Youth Ministry Team to support families from childhood 
through high school and emerging adulthood.

Bailey Morton became Director of Youth Ministry, leading the overall youth 
program while remaining the primary staff leader for high school students 
and their families. In July, Paige Hokunson joined as Assistant Director, 
working primarily with middle school students. Together, this team is lead-
ing meaningful, transformative ministry.

Student Leadership has reached new heights!
Thirteen high school seniors preached at Youth Sunday services, sharing 
faith and leadership with the congregation. Our Middle and High School 
Leadership Teams partner with staff to shape programming that meets stu-
dents where they are, showing every young person they are known, valued, 
and belong.

Programming with depth and impact
In 2025, youth and families participated in 18 “Big Events,” from the all-night 
Lock Out in January to middle schoolers serving at a soup kitchen in Char-
lotte. These experiences create lasting memories, strengthen relationships, 
and provide faith-expanding encounters with Christ. We are grateful for a 
congregation whose generosity makes these transformative experiences 
possible.



2025 MILESTONES

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

The MORE Ministry Team continued with a set of local African 
American History Pilgrimagse—one to Durham, where participants 
explored the historic Stagville Plantation and ventured down Black 
Wall Street; and another to downtown Greensboro for a guided tour 
of the International Civil Rights Center & Museum.

For the first time ever, staff and members from White Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, Christ Episcopal Church, Hayes Barton United 
Methodist Church, and St. Michael’s Episcopal Church came together 
to plan and host Together in Faith: An Evening for Women with 
Shauna Niequist. About 500 women attended this event and many 
continued to meet in small groups afterward. 

Our Beyond Sunday @WMPC podcast continues to thrive and be 
used as an innovative tool for faith formation. In 2025, we produced 
the 7-part series, Lent for the Lost: Longing to be Found. For the 
Summer we offered a 6-part series, Things We Wish Jesus Hadn’t Said, 
which explored several of the hard sayings of Jesus. In the Fall, we 
kicked off the year with Ready For It? where titles of popular Taylor 
Swift songs were used to inspire rich theological conversation. And 
in December, we concluded with our 6-part Advent and Christmas 
series, This We Know.

Engagement at WMPC is at an all-time high, with the following 
groups meeting weekly or monthly:

• 7 Adult Sunday School Classes
• 9 Community Groups 
• 7 weekly spiritual formation groups and Bible Study classes
• 1 monthly spiritual formation class 
• 11 Presbyterian Women’s Circles 

OUTREACH 

The Congregational Care Team continued to provide active and ongoing care, 
health resources, pastoral counseling, and grief support for members of our 
congregation.

The Diaconate supported congregation members with bereavement care for 
those facing the death of a loved one; new member care for those in their journey 
as official members; and care for new parents by encouraging community and 
connections.

Congregational care offerings included our Stephen Ministry program, Agape 
Care Teams, Cancer Companions, Healing Through Grief groups and home com-
munion. We continued to offer contemplative practices including Lectio Divina, 
Centering Prayer and Advent and Lenten Contemplative Retreats. 

We launched a new support group called All Are Welcome to provide love and 
support in a faith-based community for LGBTQ+ adults, and we hosted our second 
annual luncheon for survivors of suicide loss to support those who have lost a 
loved one to suicide.  

Health Ministry offered annual blood drives, a flu shot clinic, CPR training, and 
medical equipment on loan. Caregiver’s coffee continues to be a meaningful offer-
ing for those caring for a loved one with physical, developmental, mental health or 
aging related challenges and a chance to connect with other caregivers.

 We featured new programs on Spirituality and Health and were blessed to host 
speakers Warren Kinghorn, who talked to us about “How Faith Connects us in a 
Disconnected World;” and Marilyn Hedgepeth, who offered a poetry reading from 
her beautiful book The Lightness of Reprieve just before her untimely death.

ADULT FORMATION AND ENGAGEMENT  

MM 2025 Update: 
The new Knightdale campus of Raleigh Rescue 
Mission, called The Garden, will offer long-term 
transitional housing for up to 300 women and chil-
dren each night. This represents a 450% increase 
over their current capacity to serve. We raised 
$116,961.72 to help towards their building project. 

Pastoral Hire: Austin Vernon, a native of 
Kannapolis, North Carolina, came to us from 
Brownson Memorial Presbyterian Church in South-
ern Pines where he was their Associate Pastor for 
Discipleship and Missions.  The search committee 
said that “When we interviewed Austin, everything 
felt right. His servant heart, warm spirit, and clear 
vision will lead and inspire us to walk respectf

fully with all of God’s people in our call to serve 
with them.” He is excited about entering this new 
season of ministry with such a wonderful, caring, 
outreach-oriented congregation. Austin lives with 
his wife Abbey, their three-year-old son Wesley, and 
their three dogs.

Service Update
Provided approximately 2,000 BackPack Buddies 
bags to 60 food insecure children at two local 
schools. Focused collections on healthy foods 
allowed for increased member participation in the 
program and greater impact at partnered schools.

Outreach served our community in many ways this 
year. Highlights include: four Servant Saturdays, 
two Sunday Pop-Up projects, five church-wide

service projects, and numerous volunteer opportu-
nities with local nonprofit partners. Outreach also 
funded critical in-kind donations and services for 
32 local partners.

In collaboration with Hayes Barton neighbors, 
Outreach helped address hunger locally and global-
ly—supporting the Hayes Barton Community Food 
Drive for InterAct’s onsite pantry and partnering 
with Hayes Barton UMC to pack 10,000 Rise Against 
Hunger meals for distribution in the Philippines.

Outreach also continued supporting Western 
North Carolina’s recovery from Hurricane Helene 
(2024), partnering with Note in the Pocket to pre-
pare weekly donations.



Class of 2029 Elder Nominees

Paula Corkey: Deacon, Stephen Minister, Health 
and Wholeness Ministry Co-Chair, God Talk, Wisdom 
and Word, Contemplative Spirituality, Santuario 
Committee, Youth Committee Care and Compassion 
Co-Chair, Confirmation Co-Coordinator and Mentor, 
Sunday School and VBS Teacher.

Doug Sprecher: Elder, Deacon, Clerk of Session, 
Communion Guild Chair, Worship Committee.

Olsen Richards (Youth): Youth Choir, Middle School 
Leadership Team, High School Leadership Team, 
Musician with the OnPoint Band, AV for OnPoint, VBS 
Volunteer, Middle School Small Group Leader, Pickleball.

Leonard Thagard: Scout Troop 395, Appalachian 
Service Project, Confirmation Partner, Sunday School 
Teacher, Community Group Co-Leader, Keenagers Bus 
Driver, Poland/Germany Pilgrimage, Backpack Buddies, 
Wednesday Together Dinner, Family Camp and Middle 
School and High School Ski Trip Chaperone.

Mary Clayton: Elder, Cancer Companion Leader, Past 
Co-Chair Women’s Retreat Committee, Health and 
Wholeness Ministry, MORE Team, God Talk, Searchers 
Sunday School Class, Circle G, Honorary Life Member 
of PW, Stephen Minister Alumni, Chaired Churchwide 
Nominating Committee, Personnel Committee.

Dan Daniel: Elder, Deacon, Chair of Confirmation 
Committee, Nominating Committee, Bible Study 
Moderator, Adult Handbell Choir.

Katherine Gilliland: Elder, Clerk of Session, 
Personnel Committee, Worship Committee, Strategic 
Vision Team, Nominating Committee, Adult Faith 
Formation Committee, Sunday School Teacher, 
Parents of Youth Class, MORE Ministry Team, All Are 
Welcome Implementation Team.

Anne Enberg: Elder, Clerk of Session, Sunday School 
Music Teacher (2s-K, 1st-5th grade), Youth Volunteer, 
VBS Music Leader, Finance Committee, Weekday 
School Committee, Sunday School Teacher.

Anneliese Goettsch (Youth): Youth Group, High 
School Leadership Team, Youth Choir, Volunteer 
Musician for Worship, Sounds on Oberlin Committee.
 

Penny Carlo: Elder, Liaison with Pastoral Care Team, 
Theological Forum, Ross Bible Study,
Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team, Circle E, 
Congregational Care Committee, Christmas Share, 
Home Communion, Mental Health and Wellness, Agape 
Committee, Scotland July 2026 Trip, Usher, All Are 
Welcome Implementation Team, Service Committee 
Liaison to SouthLight.

Erin Duffy: Elder, Deacon, Chair of MORE Ministry 
Team, Sunday School Teacher, Confirmation Teacher, 
Personnel Committee, Women’s Retreat Committee, 
Theological Forum.

Jared Smith: Elder, Chair of the Worship Committee, 
Chair of the Strategic Vision Implementation Team, 
former Co-Chair of the Sounds on Oberlin Concert 
Series Committee, Adult Choir.

We are proud to announce our slate of elders and deacons for this year. 

William Silverman: Deacon, Personnel Committee,
Pastoral Resident Search Committee, Sunday 
School Teacher, Youth Retreat Volunteer, Generosity 
Campaign, Holy Smokes Superfan.

Debbie Fox: Elder, Personnel Committee, Strategic 
Long Range Planning Committee, Strategic Vision 
Implementation Team, Community Group Leader, 
Outreach Committee Co-Chair, Capital Campaign 
Cabinet, Circle E, former Stephen Minister.

Stephanie Roach: Elder, Committee of Chairs, 
Discipleship Chair, God Talk, Vacation Bible 
School, Weekday School Volunteer, Witness to the 
Resurrection Hospitality Team, 75th Anniversary 
Committee, Capital Campaign Volunteer, Nursery. 

Scott Lasso: Deacon, Deacon-in-Charge Coordinator, 
Bereavement Team, Worship Committee Representative, 
Appalachian Service Project 2024, 2025.



Class of 2029 Deacon Nominees

Henry Lowder: Usher/Hospitality Team.

Dalton Carruthers Hunt: Deacon, Lifelong member, 
Regularly attends worship, VBS Volunteer.

Brent Brockschmidt: Deacon, Deacon-Vice Moderator, 
Usher, Greeter, Boy Scout Troop 395 Advancement 
Committee, Boy Scout Troop 395 Outing Volunteer, Sunday 
School Assistant, Churchwide Nominating Committee, 
Bereavement Committee.

Jessica Wahler: Nursery Volunteer, Preschool 
Volunteer, Children’s Choir Volunteer, Taught Toddler, 
Elementary and High School Sunday School, 
Coordinated High School Sunday School for 3 years, 
Worked with Lynn Springfield to develop Special 
Needs Friends, VBS Teacher, Former Member of Lilies 
of the Field Bible Study, Circle Member, Past Leader 
of Circle C, attended several Women’s Retreats, 
Volunteered with meal delivery for funerals. 

Bo Baggett (Youth): High School and Middle School 
Leadership Teams, Youth Band, Youth Choir, Youth Helper 
for VBS for four years.

Mary Willoughby: Deacon, Nursery Teacher, Sunday 
School Teacher, Women’s Retreat Small Group Leader, 
Parents of Littles Member, Angel Food Ministry, VBS 
Volunteer.

Cotten Barnes: Deacon, Weekday School Two’s
Teacher, Weekday School Board, Diaconate’s Growing 
Families Committee, Bereavement Care Team, God Talk
Bible Study.

Tatum Andrew (Youth): Youth Group, Middle School 
and High School Leadership Team, Spring Retreat, Beach 
Retreat, Youth Choir, Youth Sunday Leadership.

Travis Harris: Deacon, Sunday School Teacher, Hospitality 
Team, Diaconate’s Growing Families Team.

Kristen Sloop: Deacon, Diaconate Growing 
Families Care Team Leader, Leader of Parents of 
Young Adults Community Group, Enrichment Leader, 
Worship Enrichment, 50/60 Somethings Community 
Group Leaders, Daytime and Nighttime Mahjongg, 
Confirmation Mentor, Youth Sunday School Teacher, 
Weekday School Teacher, Youth Advisor, Youth Trip 
Chaperone, Sunday Morning Nursery Volunteer, VBS 
Teacher, Worship Enrichment Leader.

Cindy Canning: Deacon, Wedding Guild, StepUp 
Ministry, Stephen Minister, Usher, Churchwide Nominating 
Committee, Women’s Retreat, Clothing Closet Volunteer, 
Spaghetti Night Supper Volunteer.

Cissy Livengood: Deacon, Montreat Youth Leader, 
Step Up Volunteer, Imagine Campaign Building 
Committee, Confirmation Mentor, Nursery Volunteer/
Coordinator, Sunday School Teacher/Superintendent, 
VBS Teacher.

Cortney Allen: Weekday School Teacher, VBS teacher 
the past 5 years, Regular volunteer with Pop-up Service 
Opportunities, Lillies of the Field Bible Study, Wednesday 
Together Dinners, Mahjongg.

Brian Leden: Nursery Volunteer during Sunday Worship, 
Men’s Retreat Committee, Youth Group Volunteer.

Robert Taylor: Confirmation Leader, Usher Team, 
Advent Candle Lighting, Regular Volunteer with Pop-
up Service Opportunities.

Kipp Spanbauer: Weekday School Board, Chair of 
the Men’s Retreat Subcommittee, Confirmation and 
6th & 7th grade Sunday School Teacher. 


	2025 WMPC Annual Report- digital.pdf
	Elders_and_Deacons_2029_Nominees-v3.pdf



