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Order of Worship - Witness to the Resurrection 
 Martha Snow Coffey 

May 28, 2026 

* Please rise in body or spirit. 

Prelude Karl Zinsmeister & Eric Nanz 

Call to Worship                              Grier Booker Richards 

*Hymn 450 – Be Thou My Vision SLANE 

Prayer of Invocation 

Readings  
From A Room Called Remember by Frederick Buechner   Nelson Coffey 

A Blessing for Old Age by John O'Donohue   John Coffey 
Let Nothing Disturb You by St. Teresa of Avila   Bill Fields  
Psalm 139:1-18, 23-24   Tom Harris  
Colossians 3:12-17     

Words of Remembrance Grandchildren 

Hymn – He Comes to Us as One Unknown REPTON 

Homily 

Prayers of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Witness to the Resurrection  

*Hymn 643 – Now Thank We All Our God NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT 

*Charge & Benediction 

*Postlude  
                                                                

Ushers distributed cards you may use to make  
note of your presence today. Please leave your completed card  

on the seat. You are welcome to greet the family in  
Pickard Hall after the service. 



Martha Snow Coffey 
March 14, 1933 – April 24, 2026 

 
Early Life and Family Martha Caroline Snow 
was born in Raleigh on March 14, 1933, and 
spent her entire ninety-three years in the 
city she loved. She was the younger 
daughter of Raymond A. and Josephine 
LeSage Snow. Throughout her long life, 
Martha cherished memories of an idyllic 
childhood, growing up on St. Mary’s Street, 
exploring the creeks and woods of her 
Hayes Barton neighborhood, and embarking 
on annual summer car trips to visit family in 
New England. After graduating from 
Broughton High School, she attended 

Meredith College. 

Marriage and Family Life In the summer of 1952, Martha met John Coffey 
at the North Carolina Debutante Ball. Their first date was a night flight 
over Raleigh, with Johnnie’s flight instructor as chaperone since he had not 
yet received his pilot’s license. The following year, they eloped to Florida 
and Havana. On the flight home an epic thunderstorm forced an 
emergency landing on a beach in Bimini. Thus, was launched sixty-one 
years of a marriage marked by devotion, shared adventures, and a driving 
commitment to their family. Together, Martha and Johnnie raised four 
children with love, purpose and the freedom to dream. Martha, often 
outnumbered but cheerfully engaged, nurtured each child’s unique gifts 
and allowed them the freedom to pursue their passions in art history, 
teaching, physical therapy, and home building. In time, she warmly 
welcomed their partners and rejoiced in the arrival of grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

Character and Friendships Martha shared joy with everyone she met. 
Known for her gentle nature, she never uttered an unkind word and 
always looked for the good in others. Her patience, wisdom, and attentive 
listening made her a beloved friend to family, neighbors, and strangers 
alike. Martha was humble, insisting she was not remarkable, but simply 
tried to live a good life and serve others as her parents and church taught 
her. She found special joy in friendship, befriending generations of families 
in her Beckanna neighborhood over sixty-four years, evolving from a 
young mother to everyone’s grandmother, gently wise and curious. 



Community and Career Early in their marriage, Martha and Johnnie joined 
an informal supper club with eleven other couples, gathering monthly for 
nearly fifty years to share food, fun, and mutual support. Martha worked 
in nursing administration at Rex Hospital for thirty years, earning the 
affection and confidence of her colleagues. She especially cherished her 
relationships at White Memorial Presbyterian Church, the church her 
father helped establish, where she was the last surviving founding 
member. 

Travel and Later Years Encouraged by her husband’s love of travel, 
Martha explored the United States, Europe, and even journeyed up the 
Nile. After Johnnie’s passing in 2015, she fulfilled a lifelong dream by 
making a pilgrimage to Israel with her son John and daughter-in-law Ann. 
She walked the streets of Jerusalem and the hills of Galilee, witnessed the 
sunrise over the Judean Desert, and saw the sun set into the 
Mediterranean. 

Survivors Martha is survived by her four children: John Coffey (Ann Roth) 
of Raleigh; Nelson Coffey (Rick Reynen) of Saint Paul, Minn.; Caroline 
Fields (William) of Providence, R.I.; and Daniel Coffey (Martha Dearstyne) 
of Bellingham, Wash.; her five grandchildren: Charlotte Fields (John Wood) 
of Griswold, Ct., Evan Coffey (April Reeves) of S. Portland, Me., Larkin 
Coffey (Karina Soni) of Durham, N.C., William Fields (Meghan) of Raleigh, 
and Hayden Coffey (Morgan LaFrate) of Bellingham; and her six great-
grandchildren: Caliope, Ava and Zoe Wood; Lenore and Darcy Coffey-
Reeves, and Hadley Fields. She is also survived by her sister-in-law, Louise 
Coffey of Naples, Fla., and by six nieces and nephews and their families. 

Gratitude The family extends heartfelt thanks for invaluable assistance 
during Martha’s last illness to Liisa Ogburn of Aging Advisors NC; to 
Jennifer Buschow and the caregivers of Nurturing Needs LLC, especially 
Lucy Gicharu; and to the team at Transitions LifeCare who 
compassionately served Martha and her family. 

Memorial Contributions In lieu of flowers, the family suggests 
contributions to organizations Martha supported during her lifetime: The 
Food Bank of Central and Eastern North Carolina; The American Macular 
Degeneration Foundation; White Memorial Presbyterian Church (1704 
Oberlin Rd., Raleigh, NC 27608). 

Martha found comfort in a blessing from Mother Julian of Norwich. Let it 
now serve as a benediction over her long and beautiful life: 

All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be 
well. 



 



 
 



 


