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Praise the Lord! This is the beginning of Holy Week, a very special week. This is Palm Sunday. 

We welcome Jesus our Messiah as He enters the city. Holy week is the most important week of 

all time. It is the most important week in the Christian year, and it is this week that marks for us 

the journey of our redemption. Holy week is the week that needs to be written on our hearts. 

This Sunday we want to look together at Holy Week. Holy week is the most important week of 

all time. It is this journey that our Lord takes that leads to the cross and the empty tomb, and so 

as we journey together through this week, I want us to see an overview of this week, and then 

we will end with ways that we can enact and embody and live this out in our own lives and in 

our families as we prepare to celebrate this Holy Week together.  

 

Today, Palm Sunday, is ROYAL PRESENTATION. On Palm Sunday, our Lord enters the city of 

Jerusalem. He enacts before the eyes of His disciples and the crowds, the fulfillment of God's 

prophetic Word. He rides into the city mounted on a donkey. On the first day of Holy Week, 

ROYAL PRESENTATION, Palm Sunday, our Lord enters the city, and He comes with a chosen 

mount. The mount of the donkey is the legitimate king. Jesus does not come into the city on a 

warhorse. He comes in on a donkey, which is like the Mercedes-Benz of the ancient world. It's 

the mount that kings come on. Zechariah 9:9 had predicted that Zion's true King would return 

to the city mounted on a donkey, and in 2 Samuel 16, King David had left the city in a moment 

of civil war. Though he was though the legitimate king, he left the city, mounted on a donkey, 

and the prophets imagine that the true King would return on this royal mount. The crowd sees 

Jesus, and they shout out, “Hosanna to the Son of David.” They recognize Him coming as King. 

Their prayer, “Hosanna!” which for us has become a word of praise, in Hebrew is actually a 
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prayer. Hôšîʿâ-nā means “Save us, Lord!” So, when they see Jesus, they rightly say “He's the 

One who can save us!” Palm Sunday is ROYAL PRESENTATION.  

 

What happens next? Monday is a PROPHETIC CONFRONTATION. Jesus, as the Prophet who was 

to come, enters into Jerusalem. We have to remember that this is a moment of the major 

pilgrimage feast. The crowds of Jerusalem have swelled to two million people. It's crowded. It's 

public. This is a dramatic and open scene. Jesus enters into the temple courts, and He drives out 

the money changers and those who are selling pigeons, which is the offering of the poor. Jesus 

overturns these tables and exposes corruption that is happening in the temple courts. He cites 

the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah: “My house is to be a house of prayer for all nations, but you 

have made it a den of robbers.” Jesus, speaking in a dramatic confrontation, exposes the 

corruption of the day, and Matthew tells us that the blind and the lame come to Him for 

healing. Those with power are confronted; those with weakness are drawn to Jesus, and He 

heals them. As Jesus comes to the city of Jerusalem, walking the pilgrimage road, He sees a fig 

tree with no fruit, and in a dramatic, prophetic gesture, He curses the fig tree. In Israel, fig trees 

produce two harvests a year. In the spring time, the buds burst forth, even together with the 

leaves, and Jesus sees this fig tree that is fruitless, and God desires a fruitful people. He curses 

the fig tree: “May no fruit come from you again.” The disciples are astonished.  

 

Jesus comes and teaches in the temple courts and continues this PROPHETIC CONFRONTATION. 

He does so with a series of parables. Jesus is contending for the heart of His people, for the 

heart of the nation, in these parables. All of them require our response. The first of the parables 

is a short one about two sons working in the vineyard. To the first son the man says, “Go work 

in the vineyard today,” and the son says, “I will not.” This is the kind of son that gives you 

heartburn at breakfast. But later he changes his mind and he goes. He then goes to his other 

son and says: “Go work in the vineyard,” and this son is a delight at breakfast: “I go, sir.” Isn’t 

that a nice addition? And yet he changed his mind, and he did not go. In this short parable, 

Jesus gives the interpretation that the people who seem to be religious and committed to Him, 

but who have actually not obeyed Him, are the ones who arouse His displeasure. But people 

like you and like me, who often dishonor God or disregard Him or ignore Him and yet come to 

our senses and repent and turn to Him, He receives. It's a challenging, short parable, isn’t it? 

 

Jesus tells another parable, and in this parable, also about a vineyard, Jesus retells the whole 

Old Testament in just a few verses. He tells a story of a man who had a vineyard and planted it, 

echoing the imagery of Isaiah 5. When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to 

collect the fruit and the tenants of the vineyard took the servants and they killed them. They 

stoned another. He sent other servants. They did the same. Finally, in the parable, he sent his 

son. “Surely they will respect my son,” but the tenants see the son and say, “Come, let us kill 
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him and take the inheritance.” Jesus, in this parable, asked His hearers, “What will he do to 

those tenants?” And they say, “He will bring those wretches to a miserable end, and he will let 

out the vineyard to others who will bring him the fruit in its season.” In Matthew 21:42, Jesus, 

teaching in this very public space, asks those who hear Him: 

     “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 'The Stone that the builders rejected has become    

     the Cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.’” 

Jesus calls the people to believe in Him, even if they initially are tempted to reject Him. Jesus 

speaks to the pilgrimage crowds, calling all of us who may have disobeyed God earlier in our 

lives, with the assurance that if you turn and repent, you will be received. Jesus is the One who 

brings salvation. Hosanna is rightly addressed to Him.  

 

Jesus' last parable of His prophetic confrontation is the parable of a wedding banquet. The 

image of a wedding banquet is a joyful one, and in this parable, the kingdom of heaven is 

likened to a king, who is God the Father, who prepares a wedding feast for His Son. Those who 

are invited to this royal wedding refuse. Can you imagine? They give lame excuses like: “I've 

prepared dinner and I can't come to your wedding.” Can you imagine? They resist the king's 

invitation, and so the king of the parable sends out his servants to the highways and the byways 

and gathers all. The wedding hall is filled, and the celebration is about to begin. But there's one 

person who slips into the wedding feast and does not wear appropriate garments. He shows up 

and dishonors the son in his apparel, and he is kicked out. These parables Jesus is teaching are 

dramatic. They are His PROPHETIC CONFRONTATION on Monday.  

 

Tuesday. We continue in Holy Week, and we have reached the point of Holy Week of 

PROPHETIC DISPUTATION. A disputation is a public debate, and on Tuesday, Jesus is asked 

publicly about the meaning of the Bible. Can you imagine? Jesus teaches again in this very 

public space, with thousands of people around. Jesus is asked provocative questions. He’s 

asked questions like: “Is it lawful to pay taxes or not?” Can you imagine that? The question, “Do 

I pay taxes or not?” is a trap for Jesus, and yet Jesus' answer to His provocateurs is to say, “Give 

Me a coin. This denarius, whose picture is this?” “Tiberius? Well, give Tiberius what is his due, 

but more importantly give to God what is His due.” The people marveled.  

 

Jesus is asked a second question about the meaning of the Bible. The Sadducees, who deny the 

bodily resurrection, come to Him and set forth a situation where a man dies having no children. 

His brother marries his widow to raise up descendants for the deceased. This happens seven 

times with the seven brothers. Then finally they ask Jesus a question about whose husband she 

will be at the end. It's really an unlikely scenario. Jesus challenges them in response when he 

says in Matthew 22:29-32:  
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     “You are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God. . .’I am    

     the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob' He is not God of the    

     dead, but of the living." 

 

Finally, Jesus is asked about the greatest commandment in the Scriptures. Jesus is asked: 

“Which is the Great Commandment in the Torah?” and He answers beautifully in Matthew 

22:37-40: 

     “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all    

     your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love    

     your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the    

     Prophets.” 

Tuesday, Jesus speaks in a PROPHETIC DISPUTATION and identifies Himself as the greatest 

Teacher, as the greatest Prophet in the land in His public teaching on Monday and Tuesday. His 

dramatic entrance into the city as promised Messianic King leads us to the turning point of Holy 

Week on Wednesday.  

 

I invite you to see that Wednesday, at the middle of this holiest of weeks is a turning point. 

Wednesday we mark as INNER RESOLUTION. What happens on Wednesday? In Matthew 26, 

decisions are made. When Jesus finished His public teaching in the temple courts, He calls His 

disciples to Him and tells them in Matthew 26:1: 

     “You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be    

     delivered up to be crucified.” 

Jesus resolves to set His face resolutely toward the cross. Jesus has made up His mind to obey 

the Father. Jesus has decided and is determined to complete the mission for which He was sent, 

a mission that will include suffering, betrayal, arrest, crucifixion, and ultimately resurrection. 

Resolution happens. Decisions are made. As Jesus decides to go to the cross, the religious 

leaders decide to plot against Jesus and seek to kill Him. Another decision is made by Mary of 

Bethany. Jesus is in the house of Simon the leper, and she comes up to Him with an alabaster 

flask of very expensive ointment, and she pours this on Jesus' head as He is reclining at the 

meal. The disciples are astonished. An extraordinary amount of expensive ointment is laid upon 

Jesus' head, and they are amazed. Jesus interprets her inner resolution: “She has done a 

beautiful thing,” He says, “in pouring this ointment on My body. She has prepared My body for 

burial,” Jesus says to them, and to us this morning: “Wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the 

whole world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her.” Jesus’ INNER RESOLUTION 

is to go to the cross. The religious leaders resolve to kill Him. Mary of Bethany anoints Him for 

burial. And Judas agrees to betray Jesus, selling the Lord of glory for 30 pieces of silver.  
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Holy Week continues on Thursday with DIVINE INSTITUTION. On Thursday, Jesus gathers with 

His disciples. It was the first day of unleavened bread. They prepare to celebrate with Jesus the 

Passover, that great festival of redemption, that recollection and remembering of God's saving 

action with a mighty outstretched arm. Jesus says: “My time is at hand.” They prepare the 

Passover meal. Thursday night is a night of celebration. It is a night of remembering. It is a night 

of joy as we remember what God has done. It is also a night of prayer and anticipation for God 

to act again. In the midst of the meal Jesus takes bread and breaks it. He gives it to His disciples: 

“Take and eat. This is My body.” Jesus interprets the central symbols of the Passover meal with 

reference to Himself. He would be the Passover Lamb. He takes the cup, gives thanks, and He 

gives it to them: “Drink of it, all of you. This is My blood of the Covenant which is poured out for 

many for the forgiveness of sins.” Thursday night, Jesus institutes what we call the Lord's 

Supper. Jesus interprets the Passover with reference to Himself. When we take communion, we 

remember Jesus’ act of allowing Himself to be broken, His blood to be poured out, and He 

institutes this in the week of Holy Week. He leaves with His disciples and goes to the Mount of 

Olives to a garden, a place called Gethsemane, and He begins to pray. Peter, James, and John 

are with Him. They see His soul overwhelmed. They hear Him pray: “My soul is sorrowful, even 

unto death.” Jesus prays to the Father: “Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me. Yet 

not as I will, but as You will.” Jesus holds in His hands the prophetic cup of the wrath of God. 

Jesus holds in His hands the cup of God's righteous judgment and fury against the sin of all the 

world, and Jesus asks: “Father, if there is any other way to save the world, let this cup pass, but 

not Mine, but Your will be done.” Jesus prays this prayer three times. Luke tells us that the 

intensity of this prayer was so great that His sweat mingled like great drops of blood. There was 

no other way for humanity to be saved. The cup does not pass from His hands. Jesus returns to 

find his disciples sleeping, and He says to them: “The hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is 

betrayed.” Even as He was speaking, Judas approaches and betrays Jesus with a kiss. Jesus is 

arrested, and He is taken into custody, and the events of Friday begin.  

 

Friday we mark as PROFOUND LAMENTATION. In the middle of the night, Jesus is brought to 

Caiaphas for religious trial. He is brought to the high priest and the scribes and the elders and 

He is charged before them. They bring false witnesses saying that Jesus threatened to destroy 

the temple. The high priest asks Jesus a critical question in Matthew 26:63:  

     “I adjure You by the living God, tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God.” 

Jesus answers in Matthew 26:64: 

     “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the    

     right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

Jesus answers in the loudest possible way: “I am the promised Messiah, the Son of Man.” He 

quotes Daniel 7 and the high priest erupts in rage, tears his garments, and says in Matthew 
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26:65: 

     “He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard    

     His blasphemy.” 

These words would be blasphemous unless they were true. Jesus has claimed in the loudest 

and most direct way to be the Royal Son, the divine Messiah, the exalted Son of Man. He says: 

“I am He,” and those words, Beloved, would have been blasphemous unless, unless they were 

absolutely true. The high priest tears his robes. The religious court condemns Jesus, assenting 

that He deserves death.  

 

As the sun breaks, Jesus is brought to the Roman authorities. When morning came, they bind 

Jesus and take Him and deliver Him to Pilate, the governor. Jesus stands before Pontius Pilate 

who asks Him: “Are You the King of the Jews?” and Jesus says: “You have said so. Indeed, I am.” 

Pilate says: “Do You not hear these accusations against You?” Jesus refuses to answer. The 

elders and the chief priest stir the crowd, a fickle crowd. Pilate gestures a gesture of 

magnanimity to release a prisoner at the time of the Passover, and the crowds are persuaded 

to ask for the release of Barabbas, a convicted and notorious, rebellious man. Jesus is 

condemned to crucifixion. The soldiers of Pontius Pilate take Jesus into the headquarters with 

the whole battalion before Him. They strip Him. They put a scarlet robe on Him. They twist a 

crown of thorns and place it on His head. They kneel before Him and mock Him, saying: “Hail, 

King of the Jews. They spit on Him,” and that is the line that always gets me. I always hold it 

together with the stripping and the crown and the mocking, but for some reason, it's this 

spitting that always pushes me over. They strike Him on the head, and they take Him to be 

crucified. They compel an African pilgrim named Simon to carry His cross after He collapses, 

and they nail Him to this cross in a place called Golgotha in Aramaic, a place of the skull, Calvary 

in Latin and now in English, They crucified Him, and as He hung on the cross on Friday, He was 

mocked and derided by the very people He came to save. At noon on Friday, the sky turns dark. 

From noon to 3 PM, the sky turns dark as God's wrath against the sin of the world is poured out 

on Jesus, the beloved Son. Jesus' death on Friday marks our profound lamentation, because this 

is the cost of our redemption.  

 

A cross is not a symbolic action. The cross is something very real. The cross is when Jesus, the 

Lamb of God, carries the sin of the world and God's wrath is poured out upon Him, and 

darkness fills the sky. The prophet Joel said the day of the Lord will come with the darkness. 

God's wrath is poured out. Jesus cries out: “My God, my God, why have You forsaken Me?” And 

then He cries out again with a loud voice and yields up His spirit. Matthew tells us that at the 

moment of His death, the curtain of the temple, the veil separating the Holy Place from the 

Holy of Holies, was torn open from the top to the bottom. Something profound is happening. 
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Matthew tells us that the earth shook. Rocks were split open, and the centurion who was 

watching Jesus die looked up in awe and said: “Truly this was the Son of God!”  

 

Women were there looking on from a distance—Mary Magdalene; Mary the mother of James 

and Joseph; Salome, the mother of the sons of Zebedee. When evening came on this Friday of 

profound lamentation, a rich man, Joseph of Arimathea, went to Pilate and asked for the body. 

He lovingly took the body of Jesus from the cross, wrapped it in a burial shroud, and set Jesus in 

his own freshly-hewn tomb. The body of Jesus was placed in this tomb, and the stone was 

rolled in front.  

 

Saturday we call HOPEFUL EXPECTATION. Matthew tells us in Matthew 27:62-63: 

     “The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees    

     gathered before Pilate and said, ‘Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while He    

     was still alive, 'After three days I will rise.’” 

They asked that the tomb be made secure and sealed, and Pilate dispatched a guard of Roman 

soldiers to seal the tomb and to guard it. Saturday, we wait in HOPEFUL EXPECTATION. 

 

Sunday, which feels a long time from right now, is coming. Sunday we mark as TRIUMPHANT 

CELEBRATION. All the Gospel writers tell us what happened next, that after the Sabbath, 

toward the first dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 

the tomb, and they found something remarkable. They found the stone rolled back. They found 

angels sitting there addressing them, inviting them to “come and see.” They knew that they 

were looking for Jesus, but the angels declare: “He is not here. He is risen just as He said.”  

 

The events of Holy Week take us from Palm Sunday—the procession, the presentation of the 

King, to His triumphant celebration—to His coronation on Sunday. Holy Week is the most 

important week ever in human history. It is the most important week in the Christian year. It is 

the most important week for us to know, and so I want to challenge you this morning to 

embrace Holy Week. Last Sunday, we asked the question, “Who is Jesus?” As Jesus predicts the 

events of Holy Week around the confession that He is the Christ the King, the promised 

Messiah, this week we learn that as Messiah, Jesus’ saving mission is fulfilled. That saving 

mission includes His prophetic confrontation. It includes the inner resolution that we must each 

make: I will follow Jesus, or I will not. There is no middle ground. If you choose to follow Jesus, 

then you go with Jesus on Thursday and allow Him to interpret the events of the Lord's Supper. 

You go with Jesus on Friday and see His suffering for our redemption. You go with Jesus in 

hopeful expectation on Saturday, and celebrate His triumph on Sunday. He is alive! Holy Week, 

it's important. The Gospels devote half of their space to Jesus' final week. Sometimes Holy 
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Week can sneak up on us. We get excited about spring, spring break, travel plans, the semester 

of school is peaking. There are other things in mind.  

I want to challenge you, first of all, to retrace this week in your own soul. I want to invite you to 

put some other things on silent mode: “Do not disturb.” I want to invite you to personally 

immerse yourself in the Gospel narratives. You can pick up on Palm Sunday in each of them. 

Immerse yourself in the Gospel narratives. There's a movement in the Gospels from this point 

to anticipation, to Jesus’ confrontation, a decision, institution, lamentation, expectation, and 

final celebration. These are the stops, if you will, of Holy Week.  

 

Secondly, I want to invite you to make Holy Week an important week in your own family. Not 

just for you personally, but to make an important week in your family life. We did a number of 

things as our kids were younger and as they grew up. You can print a timeline and trace Holy 

Week. Coloring is good, even for adults. I love to color. You can color and print off pages that 

mark the events of Holy Week: Palm Sunday, Jesus in the temple, the greatest commandment. 

On Wednesday, talk in your home about your own decision to follow Jesus and how important 

that truly is. Thursday night, invite others to celebrate the Passover with you at home. 

Sometimes we celebrate the Passover in a large meal at church. We often celebrate the 

Passover meal at home. I grill lamb. We celebrate with the traditional foods of Passover, and 

when our kids were younger, we capped it off with the Prince of Egypt. On Friday, I want to 

encourage you to fast, whether it's from food or fast totally from media. Fast to quiet the noise 

around you. Spend Friday, as you are able, in a season of reflection. Take stock of your own soul 

and the need for forgiveness. Break the fast together with communion and the Good Friday 

service. Prepare your heart. Friday night we remember Jesus’ suffering for our sins, and to the 

degree you are able, I want to invite you to prepare your soul for that. Friday night is a service 

of lament. This is the cost. It is great. Saturday, we share together an Easter breakfast and mark 

the season of hopeful expectation. I want to encourage you Saturday afternoon or Saturday 

evening to review at home the life of Jesus. Some of you are thinking, “How would we do that?” 

The way we did that when our kids were very little was to watch the Claymation movie called 

the Miracle Maker. It is wonderful, very well done and reviews the life of Jesus. You may watch 

the Jesus film. You can watch the Gospel of John. It is really well done as a full movie. You may 

watch that part of The Chosen. You may choose instead to listen to a Gospel on the Dwell app 

and take a reflective look.  

 

I want to invite you on Saturday to review the life of our Lord, and you will be ready on Easter 

Sunday to celebrate with the body of Christ. You can celebrate His triumph over death. You can 

give a meaningful gift to those in your family or to one another: a new Bible, a handwritten 

card, a blessing, something that speaks of new life in Jesus. Make Holy Week a big deal in your 

family. Make it a big deal in your own soul. These are just ideas, and you may have many more. 
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I don't want you to feel like you have to do all of these things, but these are just some of the 

things we've done. We did some things when the kids were younger, and then we ended up 

doing different things as they got older, but we stayed inside this week and this week is written 

on our hearts. It is written on our hearts, because this is the week that I want my children to 

remember. This is the week I want you to remember. I want this week to have a fixed 

impression on your soul so that you know the rhythm that goes from Palm Sunday to Jesus’ 

prophetic confrontation, the necessity of deciding to follow Him, the awe and wonder as He 

institutes the Lord's Supper, the profound lamentation on Friday as He suffers, the hopeful 

expectation of waiting on Saturday, and the explosion of triumphant joy on Sunday. This is the 

rhythm of Holy Week. This is the rhythm of the Christian life.  

 

Finally, I want to encourage you to make Holy Week an important week in the lives around you. 

People who don't know Jesus become interested in Jesus this week. I had a great conversation 

with some dear friends just this past week, and they were sharing that they were leaving a 

doctor’s office and met a young couple also at the doctor’s. They began talking with them 

briefly, and very shortly into the conversation, the man asked this young couple: “Do you know 

Jesus?” As he was telling me the story, full disclosure, I thought what most of you are thinking 

right now: “Isn't that a little soon for that question?” Usually that's not like question two or 

three: “Where are you from? Do you know Jesus?” But that's what he asked, and the reply he 

received was: “We've never heard of Him.” That led to another question: “Would you like to 

know more about Him?” “Oh, yes. Yes, we would!” He went out and bought a couple copies of 

the Bible and arranged to meet them. He invited them to church. I'm praying that this young 

couple will be here this morning or next Sunday, but you know, there are people all around you 

who don't yet know Jesus but want to, and you, as the living body of Christ, are His 

ambassadors. You know what happens this week. It is the most important week of all time. 

Retrace it in your own soul. Make it a big deal in your family and share Holy Week in the lives 

around you. Let’s pray.  

 

Lord Jesus, we praise You. We praise You for the gift of grace that You have given to us. We 

praise You for Holy Week. We praise You for the rhythm of redemption. We thank You for this 

week of weeks. Jesus, You are our promised Messiah and we honor You, Royal Son. Lord we 

hear Your prophetic challenge and resolve to decide to follow You. Lord, I pray for those who 

have not yet made that critical decision that they might make it even right now, and Lord, as we 

resolve to follow You, we follow You as You institute the Lord's Supper interpreting Your death. 

We follow You, Lord Jesus, with profound lamentation at the cost of our redemption on Good 

Friday. We follow You, Lord Jesus, with hopeful expectation for Your triumph, and we will 

celebrate with You, King of kings and Lord of lords, next Sunday. Lord, I pray that You would 

help us to slow down this week and that Holy Week would be special in our souls, and our 
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families, and in our community. Use us for Your glory  

 

In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 


