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We gather as a church to worship. We gather to hear His Word, and this morning we listen 

carefully to Jesus' teaching. We listen carefully because this portion of Jesus' teaching is His last 

teaching publicly, and sometimes you save the most important things for last. The final portion 

of Jesus' public teaching is a climactic word of instruction. We are seeking to grow as disciples 

of Jesus, to learn to obey what He teaches us, and so we want to listen carefully. Our passage 

begins with an almost overwhelming scene. Jesus begins by describing for us that the Son of 

Man will come in His glory. When He comes back visibly to this world, He will not come back to 

a manger. He will come back in visible glory, a glory that Jesus has before the foundation of the 

world, the glory of God that causes everyone in Scripture 

who sees God in His glory to fall down in worship. Jesus 

comes in His glory, and He brings all the angels with Him. 

The Scriptures don't tell us how many angels there are. The 

book of Revelation says there are myriads of myriads, 

10,000 upon 10,000. Jesus, when He is arrested, says: “If it 

were God's will, I could summon 12 legions of angels,” 

which is 60,000. Jesus comes in great glory. He does not 

come alone. He comes with the host of heaven. It's an 

almost overwhelming scene. It's a scene that's fired the 

imagination of artists across the centuries. The Sistine 

Chapel, painted by Michelangelo is a remarkable work of 

art. Everyone who goes to see the Sistine Chapel, upon 

arriving in the chapel, does the same thing—they crane 

their neck as long as they possibly can, until their neck 
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cramps up, and then they lower their head for a few minutes, let the blood flow, and then they 

want to look again. People are riveted by the ceiling, but the ceiling isn’t the most important 

painting in the Sistine Chapel.  

 

The most important painting in the Sistine Chapel is the gigantic fresco that covers the entire 

wall of the altar. It is in this painting of 300 figures that Michelangelo depicts the return of 

Christ. It took him four years to paint it. He waited 25 years after finishing the ceiling before 

painting this painting, and the movement of the people in the painting is informed by Matthew 

25. This painting is the return of Christ in visible glory. Jesus teaches us that when He returns all 

nations will be gathered before Him. Every 

human being who has ever lived will stand 

before Jesus Christ. Whether you lived in 

the first century or the 21st-century, 

whether you grew up in Des Moines, Iowa 

or Madagascar, whether you heard the 

gospel preached on the plains of Mongolia 

or in Japan or central China or in Boston, 

Massachusetts, every single human being 

who has ever lived will rise and appear 

before Him. That's an overwhelming scene, 

isn’t it?  

 

I've been in some crowded places. You 

probably have as well. I remember trying to 

make my way through the streets of Hong 

Kong, and at one point I found that I could not make progress down the street without 

physically touching eight to ten other people, we were just so packed in. I remember being in 

Paul Brown Stadium. I remember gathering in other spaces that are large, but it is difficult for 

us to imagine a 

gathering with 

such gravity. It's a 

gathering like the 

gathering that 

took place on 

June 3, 1973 

where 1.1 million 

people gathered on the airstrip at Guido Plaza to hear Billy Graham preach Christ. Most of them 

walked there because they heard that a humble preacher from North Carolina was going to 
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explain clearly how we can have eternal life, and so they walked. They came in one of the 

largest human gatherings in one setting to hear the gospel of Christ proclaimed, and at the 

conclusion of the service 75,000 people came forward to give their lives to Christ. Yet, this 

service, in all of its splendor, will seem small compared to the scene when Christ returns. All of 

us will be there, and it will be a gathering of diverse nations—people who have lived across the 

centuries. It will look like an overwhelming crowd of people, and then, suddenly, the King will 

separate them, this diverse gathering of all nations, all peoples from all places, and He will 

speak and divide them into two groups.  

 

Shepherds in Israel often shepherd flocks comprised of sheep and goats. When you see a mixed 

flock ranging on the hills, it makes you wonder how this could ever be sorted out. Sheep and 

goats are different in what they eat. They are different in their value. They look different, and 

they are all mixed together, and yet, in an astonishing manner, skilled shepherds simply speak a 

few words, and at the sound of those words, this mixed gathering becomes two. Jesus uses this 

powerful illustration that when He returns in glory, we will all be there, and He will divide us 

into two groups. He speaks first of those on His right side, and He summons them with a divine 

invitation: “Come.” The verb in Matthew 25:34 is an imperative: 

     “Come, you who are blessed by My Father, [receive] the Kingdom prepared for you from    

     the foundation of the world.”  

It is been made ready for you from the foundation of the world. God has a purpose to bequeath 

an everlasting kingdom, and He is now saying at the end of time: “Here, it's ready. Inherit it.” 

It's a kingdom without death. It's a kingdom without pain. It's a kingdom without injustice. It's a 

kingdom in which righteousness flows. It's a kingdom characterized by joy everlasting, no 

regrets, no sorrows. It's a kingdom where God Himself will wipe away the tears from the eyes 

of His people. It’s a kingdom that you want to be a part of. It’s God's plan from the very 

beginning. Before God said, “Let there be light,” God had a kingdom that He was preparing to 

bequeath, and Jesus says, “Come, you are blessed.” If you hear Jesus' words to summon you to 

receive a kingdom that you did nothing to prepare, a question should rise up within you: “Who 

is worthy to receive such a kingdom? Why am I being invited in?” If you're not asking that 

question, then the scene is not yet vivid before you. Who deserves this? And then the king 

answers the question that's rising within us, and He answers it in a surprising way. The King of 

glory, surrounded by all of the angels says in Matthew 25:35-36: 

     “For I was hungry and you gave Me food, I was thirsty and you gave Me drink,  

     I was a stranger and you welcomed Me, I was naked and you clothed Me,  

     I was sick and you visited Me, I was in prison and you came to Me.”  

The righteous are perplexed, and they wonder when that happened in Matthew 25:37-39:  
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     “Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give you drink?  
     And when did we see You a stranger and welcome You, or naked and clothe You?  
     And when did we see You sick or in prison and visit You?”  

The text is emphatic. The “You” of Matthew 25:37-39 is in front of all the verbs. “When did we 

see YOU hungry?” You are the King of glory! When were YOU thirsting? When were YOU 

naked? When were YOU a stranger and we went out to YOU? When did we see YOU sick and in 

prison, and when did we visit YOU? Jesus replies in Matthew 25:40: 

     “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these My brothers, you did it to    

     Me.” 

Jesus in His climactic public teaching, teaches us that love for Jesus is revealed in love for 

others, that real faith in Jesus is not just a mental assent to an idea. It is trust in a Person, and it 

is faith in a Person who has sought us out in our brokenness in and our need.  

 

This not salvation by good works, don't understand the passage in this way at all. This is faith in 

Jesus being lived out—the Jesus who is transcendent in glory, imminent in a personal presence. 

Faith in Jesus works itself out in love. Real faith in Jesus is for those who have received the 

gospel, the word of His Kingdom and the cross—that Jesus has come to bring forgiveness for 

sinners who are broken, and when you receive that word of forgiveness, that matchless grace 

of Jesus is then lived out and shared. Christianity goes toward need, always, because Jesus 

Christ goes toward needy people like us. This is not about us as being people who have and our 

exercising of benevolence towards others. This is about people who know that Jesus Christ left 

His glorious throne in heaven and came to this world to seek and to save the lost. He found the 

hurting, and He healed them. He found the broken and made them whole. He found people like 

us who were trapped in sin and could not break the chains. “Who will rescue me?” Jesus said: “I 

will rescue you, and I will break that chain.” We are people who know a Rescuer. We are people 

who know that we have received mercy and undeserved favor, and so we go out and share 

that. Genuine faith in Jesus moves out in love. It moves out in care.  

 

Jesus then speaks to the group on the other side of Him, and He issues a devastating word: 

“Depart from Me.” I hope that none of us ever hears that. He said in Matthew 25:41: 

     “Depart from Me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”  

The surprising word of explanation is in Matthew 25:42-43: 

     “For I was hungry and you gave Me no food, I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink,  

     I was a stranger and you did not welcome Me, naked and you did not clothe Me,  

     sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.” 

They said in Matthew 25:44: 
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     “Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison,  

     and did not minister to You?”  

And the King says in Matthew 25:45: 

     “Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to     

     Me.”  

Theologians describe sin into large ways. They describe sin as sins of commission. These are 

things we do that we regret. Sin of commission is to act in a way that that harms others, 

dishonors God. It's what you do when you say, “Oh Lord, forgive me for doing that.” The sins of 

commission weigh us down, and they drive us toward a gracious Redeemer who has carried our 

sin on His shoulders. Theologians describe the other main category of sin as a sin of omission. 

For me, the longer I live in Christ, it is these sins that weigh me down the most. The sins of 

omission are what I should have done but I did not do. I saw need, and I braced myself from it, 

hoping that it wouldn't spill into my boat. I saw the hurting person and thought: “What did they 

do to end up there?” I saw the naked and thought: “I don't have the resources to meet that 

need.” I saw the prisoner and thought: “They must be getting what they deserve.” At the end of 

the day, Beloved, we are judged on a sin of omission. We are judged at the end of the day by 

the genuineness of our faith, and if faith in Jesus does not spill out of our soul into love for 

others and hurting needs around us, then it's not real faith in Jesus, because Jesus goes to those 

who are hurting. If you live that way now and your faith in Jesus is real and you reflect him into 

the world, then the great ending is a time of celebration and joy, and you go into the Kingdom 

that's ready from all eternity.  

 

Jesus’ last public teaching is a challenge. It's an assault on the self-centered life and a 

movement toward a God-centered life. Just as people over the centuries will all stand before 

Him, people from different cultures, different education levels, different native languages, 

different centuries have heard Jesus’ teaching, and it has led them away from the prison of the 

self-centered life into the glorious freedom of a Christ-centered life. One of my literary heroes is 

Leo Tolstoy, the Russian novelist. Many consider that his 

novels, War and Peace and Anna Karenina are some of 

the greatest ever written. Leo Tolstoy has a short story 

that's called, Where Love Is There Is God Also. I 

recommended it to you. It's only eight pages long. Leo 

Tolstoy had in this short story an autobiographical 

component. The main character of the short story is a 

man named Martin, and Martin experiences great loss in 

his life. His wife dies, his son dies, and he is in despair. 

While he is in despair, considering ending his life, a 
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Christian man visits him and encourages him to read the Bible. Martin begins to read the Bible, 

and as he reads the Bible, he discovers forgiveness for sin in the teaching of Jesus. He places his 

trust in Christ. He grows in reading the Scripture, and as he is in prayer, he has a vision, a 

dream. Christ speaks to him in the dream and says: “Martin, I'm going to visit you tomorrow.” 

So, Martin prepares his heart, and in the story, three people visit him the next day. They are 

surprising visitors. They are people with tremendous needs, and as Martin engages with them 

throughout the day and reveals his love for Christ to them, he mentions that “Christ said He 

would visit me today.” As the sun sets, he turns to the Lord and says: “Lord, You said that You 

would visit me today.” And Jesus tells him: “I did. I did.”   

 

One of my heroes who is one of our contemporaries is Bryan Stevenson. He is a Christian lawyer 

who grew up in the deep South, and God birthed in him a heart to serve those who were 

incarcerated, those who 

have been given a death 

sentence, and to work 

toward a just mercy. His 

book Just Mercy is a very 

powerful description, and 

it will stir your heart to 

needs that you may be 

tempted to ignore. There 

was a major film made 

based on this true story, 

Walter McMillan’s story. It's called “Just Mercy,” 

and I commend it to you. It's a very powerful 

film. Bryan serves in these public ways, 

motivated by his faith, and he says:  

   “You ultimately judge the stability of a    

   society, not by how it treats the rich, the    

   powerful and protected, and highly    

   esteemed, but by how it reaches the poor,    

   the disfavored, and the disadvantaged.” 

 Bryan says:  

   “We are all implicated when we allow other people to be mistreated. The absence of    

   compassion can corrupt an entire society. The closer we get to these real needs, the more I    

   believe it's necessary to recognize that we all need mercy. We all need justice, and we all    



Page 7 of 9 
 

   need a measure of un-merited grace.”  

Christianity is not about us versus them. It is about people who have received the amazing, 

astonishing, forgiving grace of Jesus, who have undeservedly received the steadfast love of 

Jesus, and who most naturally cannot contain that or hoard that or keep it to themselves. There 

is a strength and a power in embracing our own brokenness. There is a power in recognizing 

that I show mercy because I need mercy. People across the centuries, across different 

vocations, have been gripped by Jesus’ teaching.  

 

Many of you know we moved here from Boston. Some of you know that I was given a clergy 

pass at Fenway Park. I grew up playing baseball and have many great memories of Fenway Park. 

One of my favorite Red Sox stories of all time is when Mookie Betts played for the Red Sox. He 

was the key player in a World Series victory, and after a game defeating the Dodgers and 

everyone was wondering what to do to celebrate, Mookie Betts and one of his friends went out 

into downtown Boston. They had hoodies on, and they were caught on a security camera 

serving trays of food to those on the street. That picture went viral with the hashtag: 

#GodBlessMookieBetts.” Beloved, Jesus is not going to ask us about our batting average or 

what we did for public celebration. He's going to ask us: “What did you do with the real needs 

around you?” When we move toward those needs, we will reflect what He has done for us. You 

never know what God will do in and through any of us. When you embrace Jesus’ teaching, it 

will lead you out of the prison of the self-centered life into the glorious freedom of the children 

of God.  

 

Wendell Metty pastored Montgomery Community Church, and he went on a mission trip to 

war-torn Nicaragua. When he arrived in this war-torn country stricken with extreme poverty, he 

was overwhelmed by what he saw. A key moment in his life took place when a young girl who 

was burned on half 

of her body was 

there with her 

father and Wendell 

was overwhelmed 

with the needs. He 

asked if he could 

take her picture, and her father said: “Yes, if it will make a difference.” So he took a picture of 

this young girl and came back Cincinnati. He went back to Nicaragua with suitcases full of 

medical supplies saying: “I’m going to help with a suitcase.” Then he started talking to 

corporations in our city, and he asked them what they do with all the product that doesn't sell. 

A lot of it was being put into landfills, and he said: “Can I have that, because there is a 

tremendous world of need?” That process developed into Matthew 25: Ministries, which is five 
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minutes up the street from us. It is one of the most honored nonprofits in the United States. 

They give away 99% of what they receive. They have one of the smallest administrative budgets 

of any nonprofit, and they moved from carrying supplies in suitcases to shipping containers. 

Last year, in the name of Jesus, they helped more than 20 million people.  

 

Faith in Jesus, Beloved, is meant to be lived out, and that's what Jesus wants us to know in His 

last teaching. He wants us to know: “I will be returning in visible glory and everyone will see 

Me, and until that time, I want you to believe in Me, and I want you to serve Me. I want you to 

reach out in My name, and when you do that, you will be ministering to Me.”  

 

Today is a special day in the life of this church. It is a day of renewal in many ways. It is 

wonderful to see some familiar faces and some new faces and some friends of Kenwood who 

are back. Those of you who remember what the space looked like two years ago will know 

there's been a renewal of this space, and we praise God for the renewed sanctuary and that 

this place will be a place where Jesus is worshiped and His Word is heard and taught and 

believed and lived out. Those who are new and look around will see that there's this beautiful 

new atrium. It's already being used so much. We had a wonderful wedding here yesterday for 

brothers and sisters from Nigeria. This is a building that's meant to be used—a renewed 

sanctuary, a new atrium, a renewed children's wing. It is beautiful, and I praise God and thank 

Him for your overwhelming generosity, for the hundreds of hours of volunteer time to make 

this space look beautiful. But, this is as beautiful as it will look. Somebody is going to be 

distracted, and they are going to bump into the wall and put a hole in the drywall. There are 

already some scuff marks on the wall. This renewed sanctuary and atrium and children's wing is 

a tool for ministry, and we celebrate the renewal of these spaces. But what is most important 

for us today and going forward is to renew our commitment to Jesus Christ. When we renew 

our commitment to Jesus Christ and to making disciples of all nations, teaching them to obey 

everything He has commanded, that means we can freely offer forgiveness of sins in His name 

to all who believe. It means that we can put faith into action to reveal the love of God for the 

world. It means that we will connect, as Jesus connects at the end of His first sermon, between 

hearing the Word of God and doing it, between listening and obeying, between His 

transcendent glory and His imminent presence.  

 

This is Jesus’ last teaching before His crucifixion. In the next chapters in Matthew's Gospel, the 

King of Glory will be hungry. He will be thirsty. The Lord of all nations will Himself be naked 

upon the cross. The Son of Man will carry our sickness and will be bound to a cursed tree. The 

One who is mocked as King of the Jews is the King of the world. It is not His fate that is in the 

hands of religious leaders, Pontius Pilate, and the crowds, but our fate that's in His hands. So 

this morning, on this celebratory morning, Jesus yet again calls us to believe in Him now, to turn 
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away from pride and power and militancy, and to embrace His weakness, His humility, and His 

peacemaking presence. This is real glory, real strength, and real joy. May this church forever 

proclaim His gospel, forgiveness of sins, eternal life in His name. May this church forever be 

committed to making disciples of all nations. May this church forever await His visible return in 

glory, and may the whole campus become a hospital for sinners and a training center for saints. 

May we taste eternity today and abide in Christ forever, and may Jesus Christ be magnified in 

this space forever! Let's pray.  

 

Lord Jesus, You are clear in Your teaching, and You summoned us to believe in You. We praise 

You. We exalt You this morning. We open our hearts to receive Your gospel of forgiveness, and 

we open our hearts to receive Your gospel that then compels the love of Christ toward the 

world through us. Forgive us, Lord, for our indifference, and make us more like You. Make us 

more like You so that You will be magnified here always.  

 

In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 


