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Good morning, Beloved. It is a joy to be in God's house together. I want to remind that I call you 

“Beloved” because that is how God describes you in His Word—as a beloved people, a people 

who are the object and recipient of God's initiating love. This is something we need to know 

deep inside of us. We need to know that the God of the universe “so loved the world,” but that 

He also so loved me, and that His steadfast love, His covenant-keeping love, is moving towards 

us every day. You hear a lot of other things; you have doubts that rise up within you; and part 

of my job as your pastor is to remind you that you are beloved and that God's love is moving 

towards you. This morning, we just heard His Word read, and we are going to try to understand 

His Word together, and the climax to hearing His Word together will take us to the opportunity 

to partake of a remembrance of Jesus' broken body and shed blood. Whether you have been at 

Kenwood for decades or for minutes, we all stand together with His Word open before us. 

 

We are in the midst of a year-long series about discipleship. Jesus told His followers after His 

resurrection that they were to go into all the world to make disciples, to teach people about 

Him, to share Him—who He is, what He's about, what He loves, what He cares about—and  

they are to teach people about Him, to share Him with others, and that sharing is something 

that happens joyfully. We are using this working definition of what it means to be a disciple, a 

learner: 

Disciples are committed followers of Jesus 

who learn to obey Him over time  

and joyfully share Him with others. 
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That's who we are aspiring to be here. We are committing ourselves to follow Jesus, and that 

commitment you make to follow Jesus is similar to the commitment you make when you know 

enough to decide to go forward. It's like when you decide to get married, you make a decision: I 

know enough that I want to spend the rest of my life with this person. That's a big decision. It's 

a decision that sets you on a course, a direction, and the commitment to following Jesus is that 

initial commitment to say: “I was not a Christian, and now I am one. I know enough about Jesus 

to decide to follow Him,” and that's when the adventure really begins. It begins with reading His 

Word. It begins with growing and recognizing the gifts He has given you and using them. It 

begins with learning to obey Him over time, and that happens as a process. As we follow Him, 

as we read His Word, we discover together that there are things that Jesus loves that we don't 

yet. We discover, as we listen to His Word and His teaching, that He is concerned about certain 

things and certain people that we tend to overlook. We have four Gospels. God in His 

generosity has given us four portraits of His beloved Son. Each of them is slightly different. They 

all speak of one life—the most important life ever lived—and yet they have distinct emphases. 

 

This morning, the passage that we just heard read is how Luke, the only non-Jewish writer of 

the New Testament, introduces Jesus' ministry. In this passage, we hear Jesus speaking for the 

very first time in the Gospel, and as we look at this together, I invite you to hear Jesus' teaching 

as it begins, and I invite you to allow Jesus’ teaching to challenge what you love and what you 

care about. Let's follow Him together. It will lead us together to partake of communion.  

 

We start in Luke 4:14, and we read: 

     “And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about Him went out  

     through all the surrounding country.” 

His return in the power of the Spirit is because Jesus has just finished an epic battle. That epic 

battle took place in the wilderness of Judea, and it was an epic battle with the enemy of our 

souls. Right after Jesus was baptized, we read in Luke 4:1-2a: 

     “And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in    

     the wilderness for forty days, being tempted by the devil.” 

Those temptations are the same temptations that you and I will face: Jesus is tempted to meet 

His own needs, to find provision for Himself; He is tempted to grab hold of the things of this 

world and to appeal to prestige; Jesus is tempted to exercise power and put God to the test. 

These three temptations are common to humanity: temptations of provision, prestige, and 

power. But, Jesus, unlike us, defeats the dragon. Jesus defeats the dragon in the wilderness by 

the power of the Word of God, and He returns filled with the Spirit. Luke sets this up as the 

beginning of Jesus’ ministry. He summarizes His ministry as one that is characterized by 

teaching. Jesus teaches in the synagogues, which is really like the first century equivalent of 
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churches. In first century Judaism, there is just one temple, and everybody comes to the temple 

a few times a year. That is a big event. It's a major event, but for the vast majority of God's 

people, their regular experience of worship is found in the local gathering. The synagogue is the 

equivalent of the church, and Jesus taught there. He was glorified by people and honored for 

His teaching. Then, finally, in Luke 4:16, Luke zooms in and allows us to hear Jesus' opening 

statement. He comes to Nazareth, a very small place—even smaller than a village, you could 

almost say. We read: 

     “And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as was His custom, He  

     went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and He stood up to read.” 

Luke tells us that Jesus had a custom, and that He was a regular attender of the synagogue 

services, that He used to attend the service weekly. On this particular occasion, He was invited 

to stand up and read.  

 

Attending services weekly is a very important habit in your soul. It's a critical habit. I know 

sometimes in modern life work never stops so we have conflicts with work. Sometimes we 

travel. It is a blessing that if you miss a service you can listen on Spotify, you can watch the 

video, but there's something very powerful about being here. There's something very powerful 

about hearing your brothers and sisters lifting their voices up in worship to God. There is 

something powerful and encouraging and motivating to see the faces of one another, of 

gathering together after being separate during the week. As we gather together, we get 

reoriented to what is important. We also remind ourselves of the main story that's happening 

in the world of which this gathering is a part, and that is the weekly rhythm that Jesus 

experienced as a child. It's also part of the reason why we love at Kenwood to have kids in the 

service. We love for kids to be in the service because there is a a rhythm to the gathering that 

shapes our souls. The synagogue service that Jesus knew had a regular rhythm that started with 

prayer. It moved to a public confession of faith—the recitation of the Shema. You learn these 

prayers and these terms as you participate. It moves from the recitation of the Shema, the 

“Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one, and you shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, soul, mind and strength.” The synagogue service progresses, then, to a high point 

where God's Word is brought out and is read. Those who prepare for a bar mitzvah or a bat 

mitzvah prepare to participate in this holy office, the sacred duty of reading God's Word 

publicly. That's also part of the reason why we stand when God's Word is read here at 

Kenwood. It’s because want to honor that these are not just human words. They are words of 

the King of kings, and we stand in honor of God's Word being read.  

 

In a typical synagogue service, there is a portion of Scripture that is read, the Torah portion. 

That Torah portion is followed by a portion that is read from the prophets, and that is called the 
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haftorah, that which completes the Torah reading. The Torah is the first five books of the Bible, 

the Pentateuch. It tells the base story of the Bible, that God is the Creator, that He is the 

Redeemer. The prophets tell the story of expectation and hope: the God who made the world 

and who redeemed us as His people is going to act again to set the world right, and the 

synagogue service tells this story. When we worship together, we worship with a rhythm that 

reminds us of who God is and what He's done, who we are as people who have received His 

saving actions, but we also worship with an eye for the future. For me at Kenwood, one of my 

favorite parts of the service weekly is the mini-Great Commission. That's how I see it. It’s the 

end of the service when we stand together, and I have the awesome privilege of sending you 

out as Kingdom ambassadors. If you notice, that’s how I often refer to you at the end, because I 

see you in my mind going out into the city as representatives of the heavenly kingdom that lasts 

forever. So the story of the service tells us who God is, who we are, and what's coming.  

 

Jesus knew the synagogue service growing up as a child, and now He is back, and He is being 

asked to read a prophetic portion in Luke 4. The scroll of the prophet Isaiah is given to Him, and 

He unrolls it. Books in the first century were produced with scrolls. Synagogue scrolls, Torah 

scrolls, are written on leather, and they are meant to endure. It takes three years to produce a 

Torah scroll, and I want you to have a visual of what it what it looked like when Jesus was 

handed the scroll of Isaiah. About 50 years ago, there was a dramatic discovery in the 

wilderness of Judea, the area nearby where Jesus was tempted. The dramatic discovery was 

made by a young Bedouin who was who was shepherding his goats. While searching for his 

goats, he saw in the hillside an opening in one of the hills. I really identify with this moment, 

because when you see an opening like that, it is sort of like an ancient version of a basketball. If 

you have a ball or rock, and there's a hoop, and there's nobody around, young boys will 

typically think: “I wonder if I could throw a rock into that hole.” For me, it was like that time 

when I was at Fenway Park and I had a clergy pass. It was when the Red Sox weren’t very good, 

and they invited all the clergy to come. We would find any open space in the stadium and stand 

there. There was this time when a foul ball came and the batboy came in and picked up the foul 

ball. I was standing about 15 rows up, and I made eye contact with the ball boy. He looked at 

me and we didn’t say anything. He had the ball and I had hands, and I looked at him and he 

were looked at me. I just reached out my hands as if to catch a ball and he was like: “I know 

what to do!” There thousands of people all around and we had this profound, interpersonal 

connection moment. He looked this way and looked that way and looked back at me and simply 

threw the ball and I caught it! That's what happened, basically, with this Bedouin shepherd. He 

saw the opening. There was no one around. He picked up a rock and threw it into the cave. But 

when the rock went into the cave, he heard the sound of broken pottery, and he wondered: 

“What's in that cave?” He climbed up, looked in the cave, and he discovered the Dead Sea 

Scrolls in pottery jars. They opened up one of the jars, and there, inside the jar, was the scroll of 
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the book of Isaiah, intact. It was 2000 years old and this is what it looked like. It's on display in 

the Israel Museum, the shrine of the book today. Jesus was handed not this particular scroll but  

a scroll like it. He unrolled it, and He began to 

read. He read, and the words that He spoke are 

from Isaiah 61, and there's also a line from 

Isaiah 58. Jesus spoke and said (as quoted in 

Luke 4:18-19):  

     “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,    

     because He has anointed Me to    

     proclaim good news to the poor.    

         He has sent Me to proclaim liberty    

     to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are    

     oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 

This is a hopeful passage. This is one of the haftorah portions that looks forward to what God 

will do. Isaiah 61 describes the vocation and identity of the Servant of the Lord. The Servant of 

the Lord will be filled with the Spirit. The Spirit will come upon Him, and He will come to bring 

good news, the gospel. He will herald the gospel to those who need it the most. He will herald 

the gospel to those who are poor. He will herald freedom to those who are in prison. He will 

herald the recovery of sight to those who are blinded by idolatry, and He will free those who 

are crushed and oppressed. This Servant of the Lord will signal a change of time. He will mark a 

change of time and mark the year of God's favor. This is the prophetic hope, the expectation of 

restoration. It's an expectation of renewal. It is an expectation of re-creation, because the God 

of the Bible doesn't just make the world and redeem us. He comes to refashion the whole 

world and make it new. The God of the Bible comes toward you in love and is committed to not 

leaving you as He finds you. He wants to remake you and reshape you. He wants to take those 

who are oppressed and set them free. He wants to take those who are blinded by sin and 

idolatry and give them sight. He wants to take those who feel like they're on the outside and 

move them to the inside. He wants to take the stranger and make you into a son. He wants to 

take those who feel like they have nothing in this world, and He will write your name on the 

deed of the new heavens and new earth. That's what He is going to do, and God's people from 

the time of Isaiah forward were longing and waiting for God to come back and do these things.  

 

Isaiah wrote and spoke these words 700 years before Jesus is reading them now. I'm mentally 

trying to get a hold of that. That’s like three times the entire history of the United States, and 

we been waiting and praying and expecting, and when passages like this get read in the service, 

our heart fills with expectation: “Oh God, come! Oh God set what's wrong right. Oh God, do 

what You have promised to do,” and it fills our hearts with hope. Jesus rolled up the scroll, and 
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He handed it back to the attendant. He sat down, and all the eyes of the people in the 

synagogue were fixed upon Him. Then Jesus says the most astonishing thing. Jesus looks at 

everyone and says in Luke 4:21: “Today, this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” This is 

a revelation of His identity. He is the promised Servant, the anointed King. It's also a revelation 

of Jesus' mission in the world—His mission to bring good news to those who are desperate for 

it; His mission to set those who are captive free; His mission to release those in prison into the 

glorious freedom of the children of God; His mission to bring recovery to those who are hurting; 

His mission to bring freedom to those who have been crushed, exploited, and oppressed; and 

Jesus' mission and its arrival signals this change of time. Time changes. It changes forever, 

Beloved. It changes forever with this expression: “the year of the Lord's favor.” This expression 

signals that Jesus is marking the anticipated Year of Jubilee.  

 

I have many blessings in my house, and one of those blessings is that I just happen to be 

married to an Old Testament scholar who is writing two books on the book of Leviticus. So I 

have a secret weapon. Let me tell you briefly what I learned from her and from the text. The 

Year of Jubilee is the idiom that Jesus is marking. We use the word “jubilation” in English as 

“celebration.” In Hebrew, the year of yobel is actually the year of sounding the trumpet, the 

ram’s horn. It is marking a change of ethics, and God in His wisdom and His providence and His 

glory has made the world in such a way to point us to a coming future. God built into the world 

a rhythm of resetting. God wove into creation this pattern of the Sabbath. God creates the 

world and on the seventh day God rests. He is enthroned. He is to celebrate what He has made, 

and the Sabbath day is like a slice of heaven in real time. That's what it is. One commentator 

says that the Sabbath is like a cathedral in time, and so this slice of time reminds us that this 

world isn't all there is. As good as it is, there is an even greater world that's coming, and the 

Sabbath reminds us of that.  

 

God built into the way His people are to live, not just a weekly Sabbath, but then there is a 

sabbatical year. In Leviticus 25:2-4, the Lord tells the people through Moses: 

     “When you come into the land that I give you, the land shall keep a Sabbath to the LORD.    

     For six years you shall sow your field, and for six years you shall prune your vineyard and    

     gather in its fruits, but in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest for the    

     land, a Sabbath to the LORD. You shall not sow your field or prune your vineyard.” 

And yet, just as for the Sabbath day when you get a double portion the day before, and God 

meets our needs on the Sabbath, the land provides for us in the sabbatical year. In Leviticus 

25:8, God says: 

     “You shall count seven weeks of years, seven times seven years, so that the time of the    

     seven weeks of years shall give you forty-nine years.” 



Page 7 of 8 
 

In this way we build up to the super Sabbath. The super Sabbath, the Sabbath squared, is the 

Year of Jubilee. The Year of Jubilee is marked on the Day of Atonement. That's when it starts, 

because forgiveness of sins on the Day of Atonement heralds this restoration and renewal. 

God's people, every 50 years, celebrate this Year of Jubilee It is marked with the trumpet 

sound, the sounding of the ram's horn, and it is a year that proclaims liberty and freedom. All 

kinds of things happen in the Year of Jubilee. Ancestral lands are restored. Families are 

reunited. Debt is eliminated. We are given access to the means of production. It's a divine 

restart and a resetting. It's a re-booting of the world. It looks back to the Garden of Eden and 

the Jubilee looks forward to God's restoration of all things, and Jesus says that which we have 

hoped for is coming true. That which we have dreamt of is coming to pass. The Year of Jubilee 

marks God's future for the world, and Jesus says it is happening now.  

 

Jesus' mission is to proclaim good news, freedom, recovery, and if you need those things today, 

you will find those things in Jesus Christ. If you've been longing for a new kind of world, a world 

where justice flows, a world where righteousness is experienced, those things are found in 

Jesus Christ. Luke uniquely starts Jesus' preaching ministry in this way. Luke discovered that 

these blessings are found in Jesus, and he highlights this feature of His ministry. Matthew and 

Mark start Jesus' preaching with the announcement that the Kingdom is here. Luke starts it 

with the announcement that the Servant of the Lord is come, that there is good news for those 

who need it the most—the poor, imprisoned, the weak, the wounded. Jesus is coming for you, 

and He signals this change of the age.  

 

Luke's Gospel highlights Jesus' ministry in this way. He highlights it as Jesus begins His blessings, 

and He says: “Blessed are the poor for yours is the Kingdom.” Luke's Gospel has unique material 

that warns us against the folly of wealth as the means of our security and encourages us and 

pulls us towards Jesus. Luke includes uniquely the Parable of the Rich Fool, a wealthy man who 

was producing goods and things were going well. And he said, “What shall I do? I have got 

nowhere to store my goods, my crops. I will do this: I'll tear down my barns and build bigger 

ones. I'll horde my goods.” In the parable, God says to him: “This night your soul is required of 

you, and the things you prepared, whose will they be?” Luke highlights uniquely the Parable of 

the Rich Man and Lazarus, a rich man with clothes of purple and fine linen. At his gate was a 

poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, desiring to be fed with what fell from the rich 

man's table. In the parable, the poor man dies. He is carried up by the angels to Abraham's side. 

The rich man dies and is tormented. Sometimes we look out at the world and we assume that 

the people who are wealthy are good. We make that assumption. We assume that people in 

poverty are not, and yet Jesus comes to call all. We call all to His throne. We call all to His 

Kingdom.  
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In Luke 19, Jesus converts Zacchaeus, a chief tax collector, a wealthy man, and Zacchaeus, a 

short man, climbed up in a tree to catch sight of Jesus. Zacchaeus looked at Jesus, and Jesus 

said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down. I'm going to stay at your house today.” When the people 

saw that, they grumbled: “He has gone to be a guest of a man who's a sinner.” What happened 

when Jesus came into his house? When Jesus came into his house, Zacchaeus, without being 

asked, said: “Behold, Lord, half of my goods I give to the poor, and if I've defrauded anyone, I 

will restore it fourfold.” When the good news of Jesus comes into our lives, restoration 

happens, reconciliation happens. Forgiveness of sins brings with it the Lord's re-creation and 

reset. It is the year of the Lord's favor. 

 

In June, together, in our discipleship series, we are looking at how Jesus’ teaching allows us and 

compels us forward to public righteousness. Often times we think of Jesus' teaching as giving us 

personal forgiveness, which is important and critical. But as a community of disciples, Jesus’ 

teaching also affects society around us. Discipleship carries with it a public righteousness, a 

longing to seek out those who are mistreated, those on the margins, to offer forgiveness of 

sins, but also reconciliation and restoration. We are going to look at passages where we see 

that Jesus cares about the weak and the wounded, where Jesus cares about those on the 

margins. He comes to bring good news to those who are in need. This month we are going to be 

challenged to care about some things that we are tempted to overlook. And as we get started, I 

want to signal for us that we have a shared need in Jesus Christ. We have a shared need 

whatever your background, whatever your situation. We can make no assumptions about one 

another except the assumption that all of us need forgiveness. We have a shared humanity, and 

we have a shared need, and those who listen attentively to Jesus' teaching will identify with this 

need and this brokenness in the world, and they won't run from it. They will run toward Jesus, 

and they will bring others with them. When we come to Jesus, we will find forgiveness. When 

we come to Jesus, we will find the resources to seek more righteousness, more justice in our 

world. When we come to Jesus together, we will find the One who is intending and purposing 

and is, in fact, restoring the world before our eyes. That is the rhythm of the service that Jesus 

grew up knowing, and that's the rhythm of the Torah and prophets that He says is fulfilled. We 

are a future people, and we live that out in the world. We are a people from this passage who 

want to open our hearts to Jesus' view of the world, and when we see Jesus' view of the world, 

we will find in Him a Savior who is committed to making the world right and a Savior who offers 

forgiveness to everyone who calls on His name. Because of this forgiveness, we are free to 

partake together in this remembrance of His sacrifice for our sins. 

 

In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

  


