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Good morning, Beloved. It is a privilege to open God's Word together this morning. There is a 

bittersweet element this morning, taking you on the inside of the pastor's heart. There's always 

a little bittersweet moment when you finish a series. This morning we are finishing the longest 

series that I've ever been a part of at Kenwood. It's been a year-long journey where we’ve 

looked carefully at the Great Commission. We’ve looked at it phrase by phrase and let Jesus' 

final instructions to the disciples penetrate our hearts and shape our thinking. This morning, as 

we finish this year’s series, let me tell you that we will be starting a new series on the book of 

Joshua next Sunday.  

 

We look this morning at Jesus' teaching about His return in glory. As Jesus teaches us about 

this, He teaches us that we do not know the precise hour or the day, though Christians 

throughout church history have struggled to obey Him in this regard. We speculate. We 

wonder. We read the newspapers. All through church history, Christians have said, “Well, I 

think I can figure it out.” But Jesus says we don't know the day or the hour, and, according to 

Jesus, this is for our good. It's for our good that we don't know the exact moment of His return, 

but what we do know is that He returns in glory as righteous Judge. He returns in glory, and He 

will eliminate evil from His world, and we expect this. We also, for our good, are not told the 

exact moment, because Jesus wants us instead to focus on the specific instructions He's given 

to us. He's actually not invited us to speculate about the moment of His return, to read the 

newspapers, or write articles interpreting geopolitical events according to some kind of 

eschatological timetable of our own doing. No. He wants us to work in the pattern that He has 

set.  
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In our passage this morning, He gives us a clear picture of His return. This passage flows into 

Jesus' final three parables, and we’re going to briefly look at those together. Those parables, 

then, opened up into a glorious vista of the final image that Jesus gives us of His return. Let's 

look at this passage together. As we prepare to listen closely to the Word of Christ, let's say 

together, with conviction, our working definition of “disciples.”  

Disciples are committed followers of Jesus, 

who learn to obey Him over time 

and joyfully share Him with others. 

That sounds so good. I'm excited to see what happens, now and into the future, with us as a 

people who really embrace this. This is who we are called to be. We want to commit ourselves 

to Jesus. We want to learn to obey Him. And then we also want to joyfully share Him.  

 

Our passage starts with Jesus' clear statement. Look at Matthew 24:36: 

"But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the 

Son, but the Father only.”  

If you find yourself outside of “no one,” then let me tell you again, it's no one. That's all of us, 

right? No one. I don't know; you don't know; Martin Luther didn't know; John Calvin didn't 

know; Augustine didn't know. No one knows—not even the angels. Can you imagine? The 

angels don't know. Jesus says, “I don't know.” Isn’t that powerful? And this isn’t a statement 

about Jesus' omniscience, but it's an indicator for us of the posture that Jesus the Son stands in 

relation to the Father. Jesus says to us many times, “I just do what the Father tells Me to do,” 

and so it is here, where Jesus is awaiting the Father's word: “Now is the moment.”  

 

The only chronological indication that we have in Jesus' teaching is what has been highlighted in 

the previous few weeks, that the gospel must complete its global course, that the Word of 

forgiveness and new life must be proclaimed to all nations, and then the end will come. We do 

not know the exact timing, but we do know from Scripture what we just sang together in that 

great creedal song, shaped on the Apostles’ Creed: “I believe in God the Father, God the Son, 

God the Holy Spirit.” We also believe that He is our judge and defender, that the return of 

Christ brings with it a righteous judgment. Jesus likens His return, His coming, to the days of 

Noah in Matthew 24:37: 

“For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.”  

So will be the coming, or the appearance, the arrival, of the Son of Man.  

 

In those days before the flood, that cataclysmic event, which was an event of judgment, people 

were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, and people were living, most of 
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them, unaware of a coming judgment, and this is serious. In Matthew 24:38-39, we read: 

“For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 

in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware until the 

flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.”  

If we asked today, if we leave church this morning and talk with our friends and family and we 

ask them honestly, and we have the relational capital to ask such a question: “Do you believe 

and know and expect that Jesus Christ will return and that when He returns He will come as a 

righteous judge?” most people would say they don't believe that. Christians often don't talk 

about it. And yet Jesus likens this situation to right before the cataclysmic moment when God 

judged the earth during the days of Noah. People were “unaware until the flood came and 

swept them or took them all away,” the text says. Jesus says it will be like that.  

 

When we remind ourselves of the narrative of God's judgment in the case of Noah, or the 

generation of Noah, this story is found in the book of Genesis, the first book of the Bible. In the 

first book of the Bible, by the time we make it to chapter 6, we read that “the earth was 

corrupt…filled with violence.” We feel that we live in a violent time, don't we? Already in 

Genesis 6, we’re told the earth is filled with violence. God sees the earth and its corruptness, 

and He says that every thought and intention of humanity is for evil. In Genesis 6:5, we read: 

“The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 

intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” 

It's really a dark commentary on us, and God acts to judge the earth. But in the midst of this act 

of judgment, He also acts with salvation by commanding Noah to build an ark, a safety boat, a 

lifeboat for humanity. Noah constructs the ark. He does as God commands. He goes into the ark 

with his wife, his children and their wives, and he takes a representative portion of animals to 

prepare for a new world. Noah obeys God. He goes into the ark. The text says that God Himself 

closed the door behind him, and then the deluge comes, this deluge of judgment. We read with 

a heavy heart that all flesh died. Everything on the dry land, in whom was the breath of life, 

died. We read in Genesis 7:23 that:  

“He blotted out every living thing that was on the face of the ground, man and animals 

and creeping things and birds of the heavens. They were blotted out from the earth. Only 

Noah was left, and those who were with him in the ark.” 

This narrative ends with Noah remaining or being left. The world is judged, and then the waters 

subside. Noah and his family emerge from the ark, and the first thing they do is build an altar 

and worship the Lord. The first act in the new world, with evil judged, is worship.  

 

I remember reading the Bible to our son Jonathan when he was very little. We had just moved 
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from the beginners’ Bible, which was the Bible with the heavy, thick cardboard pages that could 

be meaningfully chewed, and we had transitioned to the Reader's Digest Bible, which had 

beautiful pictures. We were moving up. We were doing biblical theology in the Palmer house, 

and we were going through the Old Testament narrative, and we read the story of Noah. The 

painting in the Reader's Digest Bible was a painting where Noah and his family were in the ark, 

and the deluge happened, and there were people in the waters. Jonathan looked up at me, and 

he said to me, “Dad, are the people in the water dying?” And I teared up. How do I explain to 

my young son that God's judgment is righteous? They are perishing. Before I could speak, he 

looked up at me again, and he said, “That's why I want to be in the ark.” Beloved, that's why 

you want to be in the ark.  

 

Jesus says He will return in a righteous judgment that will remove evil from the world. That's 

why, Beloved, it is so critical. It is eternally significant that we must be in the ark, who is 

ultimately Jesus Christ. All who are in the ark will remain. And Jesus says it will be like that. In 

Matthew 24:40-41, Jesus says: 

“Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. Two women will be 

grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left.”  

The imagery here is being taken away in judgment, and one is left standing. Noah is left. In this 

image, Jesus gives a warning that we must be ready and prepared for a coming judgment. It will 

not be capricious; it will not be random. It will be righteous. God will return and remove evil 

from the world. Deep down we long for this, don’t we? We long for the world to be remade. 

Evil will be removed, taken away. Those who have trusted in Jesus will remain and be left 

standing.  

 

I know that some of you have heard this imagery the other way. I know some of you have heard 

this and thought, “Wait. I thought I wanted to be taken, not left. Did you just say I want to be 

left?” I did just say that you want to be left. Let me tell you why. I have a sacred responsibility 

up here, and that is to preach and teach the Scriptures as clearly as I possibly understand them. 

This is why I think you want to be left. I think you want to be left because Jesus Himself uses the 

imagery of Noah. He says, “Just as the flood came and took them all away, so one will be taken, 

and one will be left.” If you just look at Matthew 24:39, “taking away” is a negative thing:  

“They were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming 

of the Son of Man.” Emphasis added. 

 

When we look at Jesus' teaching, this is an inclusio for Jesus' teaching ministry. This is the 

ending of the Sermon on the Mount. The ending of the Sermon on the Mount says that if you 

build your house on sand, if you build your house on anything else than Jesus Christ, then the 
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waters will come, and your house will not be left standing. It will be taken away. But everyone 

who builds their life on Jesus Christ will be left standing. Their house will remain. Even in this 

chapter, in Matthew 24:1, when they're leaving the temple, the disciples say to Jesus, “Look at 

this beautiful building,” and Jesus says: 

“Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be 

thrown down." 

To be left standing is a good thing. “Taken” in Scripture is often used to describe judgment. Let 

me give you one example, and, if time permitted, I could share dozens. In Jeremiah 6:11, 

Jeremiah the prophet says: 

“Therefore I am full of the wrath of the LORD; I am weary of holding it in. ‘Pour it out 

upon the children in the street, and upon the gatherings of young men, also; both 

husband and wife shall be taken, the elderly and the very aged.’” 

Notice the image is wrath and judgment. “Both husband and wife shall be taken.” Do you see 

that? This is Jeremiah's oracle of judgment, that God's wrath is poured out in his generation. He 

lived in a generation when God's house is torn down. He uses the language of being taken, and 

it is a negative image.  

 

The image of being left is used positively in the Bible. In Isaiah 4:2-3, one example among 

dozens, Isaiah says: 

“In that day the branch of the LORD shall be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the 

land shall be the pride and honor of the survivors of Israel. And he who is left in Zion and 

remains in Jerusalem will be called holy, everyone who has been recorded for life in 

Jerusalem.” 

God's righteous judgment will come and take away evil, and those who have trusted Christ will 

remain. They will be left; they will be left standing. It's like the image in Psalm 1:3-5:  

“He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf 

does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers. The wicked are not so, but are like chaff 

that the wind drives away. Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor 

sinners in the congregation of the righteous.” 

The chaff is blown away, and the grain remains.  

 

John the Baptist used this image when he saw Jesus coming toward him for baptism. In 

Matthew 3:11-12, John told his hearers: 

"I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than 

I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
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His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will clear His threshing floor and gather His 

wheat into the barn, but the chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire." 

Beloved, I want you to be grain. I want you to be heavy, plump, 

ripe seeds of grain, that when Jesus tosses up the winnowing 

fork, and the things in our life that don't matter, that don't 

endure, are just blown away, and the fruit settles to the grain 

floor, and Jesus gathers it in, so that we can be with Him where 

He is. Hallelujah! He will return in judgment. He will drive away evil. Nothing that can be shaken 

will remain standing, will be taken away, and Jesus will bring in a harvest of the nations. The 

metaphor, the grain, is transposed in the New Testament to describe people that end up being 

men, women and children from every nation who are gathered in before the Lamb. I want to be 

there. I want you to be there.  

 

So how do we get ready for that? We get ready, Jesus says, by staying awake. In Matthew 

24:42, we read:  

“Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.”  

Hopefully, for most of us, we can find a friend named Greg. We all need a friend named Greg 

because “Gregory” in Greek is the verb to stay awake or to be vigilant. Gregory is a very 

common name in Greek. “Gregory” means to be vigilant, to be alert, non-drowsy.  

 

Jesus says you must be ready. The Son of Man is coming when you don't expect it. So, Beloved, 

please do not forward me emails or articles, interpreting the newspaper that the return of Jesus 

is around the corner. Don't do that. Don't read those. Don't write those. Don't spend your time 

doing that. Instead, listen to Jesus' instruction. You don't know the moment, but what you do 

know is that He is returning in judgment, and so we have a sacred responsibility to act, live, and 

serve as people who know that. What does that mean?  

 

Jesus gives three parables. It's not an idle waiting. It's not just stay awake, alone in your house. 

It's not a passive activity; it’s an active waiting. Jesus describes this in a set of three parables. 

You know, Jesus rarely gives three parables in a row. But when He does, it's a way of 

underscoring the importance of Hereis teaching. Another great moment where Jesus gives 

three parables is in Luke 15, when Jesus welcomes the recovery of the lost sinner and says it's 

like the man with one sheep out of 100 or the woman who's lost one coin out of ten or the man 

who's lost one son out of two. Those three parables all go together, so these three parables go 

together.  

 

Here there are three parables about a wise steward, wise bridesmaids, and faithful servants. 



Page 7 of 10 
 

Now, we've heard these parables preached in their own integrity in recent weeks, and so I just 

want to remind you that these parables flow out of Jesus’ teaching in our passage this morning. 

They all have a similar structure. They have an entrusted responsibility, an extended delay, and 

then a sovereign and sudden return with a review and reward.  

 

In the first parable, the wise steward, Jesus tells the parable of a steward whose master has set 

him over his household, the family business, the family estate. The steward is entrusted with 

giving them their food at the proper time. He is left in charge of the family. Here, the wise 

steward has an entrusted responsibility to care for the growing household of faith, and, 

Beloved, that responsibility has been given to you and me. You and I have a responsibility to run 

the Father's extended, growing household in a way that it grows and flourishes. It's well fed and 

cared for. It is not neglected. In this parable, there is a delay with the master’s return. In that 

delay the wicked servant says his master is delayed, and he does whatever he wants. But the 

wise steward, who is engaged in the work and the responsibility, is commended upon the 

master’s return. Wise stewards, then, nurture the Father's growing house. They live in a state of 

readiness. The precise moment of the master’s return is not their focus, and those who neglect 

or abandon their duty are taken away in the end. Notice that. And the faithful remain.  

 

The second parable is a wedding parable with five wise bridesmaids. The five wise bridesmaids 

also are given an entrusted responsibility to keep their lamps burning and signal to the 

community the imminent wedding. In first century village culture, to burn your lamp and to 

stand outside the wedding venue is to have your lamp lit and bear witness to the community 

that there's a wedding that's about to happen. This is true in some countries today. It's certainly 

true in Greece today. If there's a public wedding, anyone can just come in to the wedding. It's a 

public event. You don't have to be invited. You don’t have to be part of the family. It's a 

community event, and the doors of the church are open in the back. If you walk by, and there's 

a wedding going on, you just go in. But you wouldn't know there's a wedding if the bridal party 

turn the lights off. The lights are on, and, Beloved, you and I are given this entrusted 

responsibility to keep the lights on to signal to our community, to our family, to our friends, to 

our world, that there is a great wedding that's coming and everyone is invited. Amen? Everyone 

is invited to the wedding of the Son of Man, and you can come in. But if we abandon our lamps 

and let them go out and don't live in a state of readiness and active service, then we are taken 

out. Those who keep their lamps burning are welcomed in to the wedding feast. Wise 

bridesmaids announce the wedding of the Son. They live in a state of readiness. They are active 

in service; their lamps are burning. The precise moment of the wedding itself is not their focus. 

They are living and serving in a way that calls everyone to attend. In the end of the parable they 

enter in to the wedding feast and rejoice.  
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The last of Jesus’ three parables is the parable of the man going on a journey. In this parable, 

the owner entrusts to his servants, a massive amount. Do you remember that a talent is 59 

pounds of precious metal? One talent represents career earnings. So you get your whole career 

earnings. You get, in a sense, your lifetime, and it's entrusted to you. Again, in this parable, the 

master of those servants went away, and he did not return until after a long time. The servants 

in this parable work immediately. Remember that work is not a curse. The difficulty of work is a 

result of the curse, but work itself is God-given. We are created to be engaged and active. We 

are made in His image to be creative and to honor God with the fruits of our work. The 

servants—one who receives five talents, and one who receives two talents—begin working 

immediately. At the end of their career (notice that it's at the end of their career), they say 

they've multiplied what was entrusted to them. The only servant who is not commended is the 

one who was not engaged in active service, the one who took the career earnings entrusted to 

him and hid it, buried it in the ground. In the end of this parable, notice that the wicked servant 

is cast out. He is removed, and the faithful are welcomed in to an everlasting kingdom and the 

joy of the Master.  

 

Beloved, what does this mean for us this morning? It means, first, clearly, that we are not called 

to focus our attention on the timing of Jesus' return. The day and hour are unknown. Instead, 

we are called to focus on the entrusted responsibility that Jesus has given us. He has placed the 

eternal gospel in our hands. He has placed the Word of life in our hands. He has likened us to 

wise servants, caring stewards, caring for His house. He has likened us to the bridal party, 

announcing the wedding, and He has likened us to good and faithful servants who have just one 

lifetime to live in His service.  

 

What’s the Father's business? What are we here for? We’re here to make disciples. That's why 

we’re here. That's why Jesus said in Matthew 28:18-20: 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. Behold, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.”  

What happens between Jesus' death and resurrection and His glorious return? What really 

happens? Nations rise and fall, but what really happens is world evangelism.  

 

This is the ending of Jesus' teaching in Matthew 24 and 25, and in Matthew 26, 27, 28, Matthew 

will just narrate for us Jesus’ death and resurrection. What we’re looking at today is the ending 

of Jesus' formal teaching. He wants us to be about His mission in the world. When He returns in 

glory, He gives us a final picture. He gives us a final picture in Matthew 25 that the Son of Man 
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comes in glory, and all the angels will be with Him, and all nations will be gathered before Him. 

It's an overwhelming scene. All people who have ever lived will be raised and stand in audience 

before Him. It's an overwhelming scene. Jesus in His glory will do a final review, and He will 

welcome into His presence those who are “blessed by My Father [to] inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” Jesus in all of His glory focuses our 

attention on the intimate act of loving and sharing and caring for the most vulnerable. This is 

one of the most beautiful and attractive statements of our Lord Jesus. Here He is in all His glory, 

all of His splendor, all of heaven with Him, and He looks at us and says in Matthew 28:35-36: 

“For I was hungry and you gave Me food, I was thirsty and you gave Me drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed Me, I was naked and you clothed Me, I was sick and you 

visited Me, I was in prison and you came to Me.” 

Jesus in all of His glory assesses the genuineness of our faith in Him by how we lived. That's all 

He needs to know. Real Christianity cannot be kept silent and hidden and inactive. Real 

Christianity spills out in visible, public love, because that's how Jesus lived. He came to suffer 

and die for sinners and welcome them to Himself.  

 

Yesterday I had a great privilege. I was with a team of close to 100 people. There were five of us 

from Kenwood, and we spent the day in four different prisons. We had the chance to visit with 

almost 700 inmates. This prison that we were in was one step below the maximum security. We 

had a chance for a man to give powerful testimony of God's work in his life. One of the men on 

our team had spent eight years inside that particular correctional facility, and yesterday was his 

first day back. He was back to share the hope of Jesus Christ and the power of forgiveness. We 

couldn't see what everyone else was doing. The speaker spoke, and then at the end he said: 

“My friends are here, and if you want to talk to them, they have something important to tell 

you.” What's the most important thing that you know? We all need forgiveness, and that 

forgiveness is available only through the atoning death of Jesus Christ. We scattered out around 

the yard, and I found myself surrounded by six men. I asked them, “Do you have a spiritual 

belief?” Some said, “Yes”; some said, “No”; one said, “I'm an atheist;” one said, “I don't know.” I 

asked them, “Do believe in heaven and hell?” One of the men looked right at me, and he said, 

“Oh yeah, I believe in hell. I’m in it.” They were men in need. I said to them that we all need 

forgiveness, and that is available only through Jesus Christ. We talked and came to the end, and 

I said, “Would you like to pray with me to receive Christ?” I didn't know what would happen. I 

closed my eyes. They had the words in front of them, and we prayed, and I heard their voices. 

Our team visited almost 700 people, and over 200 of those 700 either gave their lives to Jesus 

or recommitted themselves yesterday, not because of me or anyone else, but just because of 

the gospel of life, forgiveness.   
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That's what we’re called to be about. That's what this year's been about. So how about we just 

keep doing that? Whatever space God opens for you, just walk through that and learn to obey 

Him over time and don't put any limits on what the gospel can do. Jesus says: “if you build your 

life on Me, your house will remain.” That's really all we are called to do—to build our lives on 

Jesus Christ and invite other people to do the same. Amen? Let’ pray.  

 

Lord, we thank You for loving us. We thank You that You are worthy of every song that we 

could sing. And, Lord, it's our earnest desire as a community to worship You with hearts filled 

with gratitude. Lord, You have washed away our sin. You have removed it as far as the east is 

from the west. We all stand in need of Your forgiveness. We ask You today, Lord, to continue 

the work that You are doing in our midst here at Kenwood. You are calling us, Lord, to commit 

to You, to learn Your ways, and to do them and joyfully share You with others. Lord, You teach 

us clearly that You will return in visible glory. You will judge evil and remove it, and You will 

renew the heavens and the earth. And we look forward to that day. We look forward to seeing 

You face-to-face. And as we prepare for that day, we desire to share that day with brothers and 

sisters from diverse nations, diverse backgrounds, diverse life experiences. And we desire, Lord, 

to be among the group, standing when You arrive, and say “Hallelujah, praise Jesus!” 

Maranatha, we pray. Come, our Lord, come, Lord Jesus, and find us faithful in Your vineyard, 

stewarding Your household, announcing the upcoming wedding, and spending our lives to bring 

You glory. Help us to do that in the individual and specific ways that You allow each of us to do. 

Lord, we thank You for teaching us. Thank You for showing us true love, and thank You for 

calling us into Your Everlasting Kingdom.  

 

In Jesus’ Name, Amen.   

 


