
PROSPECTUS



50% of entire US population is within 
a one day’s drive of Cincinnati. 
Cincinnati is within a 5-hour drive 
to Louisville, Lexington, Nashville, 
Indianapolis, Chicago, Toledo, 
Columbus, Cleveland, Detroit, and 
Pittsburgh.

Strategic sending location:

2.15 Million

1:10,249 People

Population:

SBC Churches

LocatioN

Cincinnati, OH



On the west side of Cincinnati, only 25 minutes from downtown, 
Harrison is a town of 13,500 people. Within a seven-mile radius, 
there are 37,000 people and only one SBC church. 

Harrison is projected to grow by 3,000 people over the next five 
years, making it the perfect place to plant a church.

13,500 people
Population: LocaTion

Why Harrison?



Changing stories with the 
gospel. 

Mission

Vision
To see Jesus glorified,

 stories changed,
 
and disciples sent.

Stories are changed when we encounter Jesus, 
surrender to Him, and live by Him. 



Values
Kingdom Focus

Authentic Community

God Dependence

Generous Living

We relentlessly pursue multiplication and mission.

We were created for community and are better 
together.

We are totally reliant on God in the Word, Prayer, 
and His leading.

We stand ready and willing to make a difference in 
the lives of those around us.



Committed Time
Time alone with God

Collective Time
Time gathered corporately in worship

Community Time
Time gathered in a Grace Groups and Aspire

Comissioned Time
Time spent living on mission

Strategy



We are in cooperation with the Great Commission 
Baptist and affirm the 2000 Baptist Faith and 

Message 

Confessionally Baptistic

Affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention
https://bfm.sbc.net/

Beliefs

 

Elder-Led

who we are

https://bfm.sbc.net/


Budget
Projected Budget: $130,000
Operations 8%

Ministry 18%

Missions 19%

Personnel 55%

Operations

Ministry

Missions

Personnel



Timeline 

Preparation

PHase 1
Develop prayer team

Church Planting Residency at Cornerstone

Identify Target Area

Develop Church Planting Strategy

Begin to build partnerships and secure funding

Begin casting vision

Launch gracechurchharrison.com

Move to Cincinnati

Solidify partnerships and funding

Work with supporting church teams

NAMB Assessment

Develop relationships in the community

Attend city and neighborhood events

Establish regular meetings with key pastors and planters

Begin in-home Grace Groups

Develop Core Team

Take Core Team through initial membership class

Develop leadership pipeline

Begin ASPIRE Discipleship with team members

Identify specific mercy ministries

Equip leadership to lead in ministry areas

Finalize Church documents and incorporation status

Network with other gospel workers in the city

Establish pre-launch interest and worship meetings

Continue casting vision

Identify an international mission partner

Present - August 2021

Pre-Launch

PHase 2
August 2021-August 2022



Launch

Grow

Launch weekly worship services

Launch new Grace Groups

Launch Grace Kids and age specific ministries

Plan for future church planting opportunities, internships, and 
partnerships

Take an international mission trip

Become a strong presence in the community

Begin membership classes

Launch leadership pipeline

Establish church planting internship program

Identify church planting location

Establish national and international mission strategy

Continue to work toward self-supporting status

Add elders and staff as needed

Host a Generation Link team

PHase 3
August 2022-August 2023

PHase 4
August 2023-Beyond



Austin and Amy both grew up in Cincinnati, met in 
2002 when they were 13, married in August 2008, and 
welcomed their son, Easton, in May 2012. 

Austin served in student and missions pastoral roles in 
several churches in Ohio before moving to Florence, SC to 
be the Church Planting Resident at Cornerstone Baptist 
Church under Dr. Bill Curtis. 

Through their shared ministry experiences, education 

Austin, Amy, and Easton

The Mathis Family

and residential training, Austin and Amy are confident 
God is opening the door for them to return to the 
Cincinnati area to plant Grace Church. 

Austin has an undergraduate degree in Operations 
Management, an M.A. in Church Ministry and 
Discipleship, and an M.Div. from Liberty University. He 
loves fitness, sports, coaching Easton in most sports, 
and is passionate a Red’s fan. 

Amy has an associate’s degree, and is pursuing the 
completion of a Finance degree at Liberty University. 
She has led hospitality teams and is currently serving 
with Cornerstone Baptist Church in finances and 
children’s ministry. She loves coffee, going on walks, 
and playing outside with Easton.

Easton loves to read, all things NERF, Dude Perfect, and 
Brazilian Jiu Jitsu. 



What a pleasure to have Austin Mathis as our Church Planting resident! I’ve watched 
Austin grow in many wonderful ways during the past two years, and I know that 
God is going to use him to plant a growing, reproducing church. We look forward 
to serving as his sponsoring church in the years to come. I hope you will consider 
partnering with the Mathis’ too!

Dr. Bill Curtis
Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Baptist Church
Co-founder of The Pillar Network

Endorsements

Dr. Jeremy Westbrook
Executive Director – State Convention of Baptists in Ohio

I have had the privilege of knowing Austin for several years as one of my closest 
friends and ministry partners. He has been faithful in his calling to church planting 
and will excel in planting a new church to reach those who don’t know Jesus yet. 
Your church would benefit greatly from praying, providing and participating in the 
work of Grace Church. 

Aaron Taylor
Teaching Pastor at Living Hope Church - Columbus

I first met Austin during an eight-month leadership training I was teaching in 
Columbus, OH. As the training progressed, I noticed Austin was a man who had a 
hunger for growth. Many men rush into church planting without much forethought 
or planning. Austin has patiently taken the right steps to prepare himself for the 
calling God has put on his life. I’m excited to see what God has in store with this new 
church plant. 

Mac Lake
Multiply Group

I do not know of a couple that is more passionate about the Gospel, more 
committed to the Great Commission or better equipped to reach the Cincinnati 
community than Austin and Amy Mathis. Their love for the Lord, His word and 
His mission is evident in the way they have served this community and prepared 
themselves to step back into this community as Church Planters. They have my full 
confidence and support!

Will Forrest, Ed.D. 
Lead Pastor- Summit Life Church - Seattle

Many men will pursue their career, but indeed very few pursue their calling. The 
fact that you are reading this recommendation is proof that Austin Mathis is serious 
about his call to plant. I cannot think of anyone higher that I can recommend for 
you to invest in prayerfully & financially than the Mathis family. In essence, the 
Hand of God is upon them and will use them powerfully in the days ahead. Invest 
well.



Pray
We are totally reliant on God’s pres-
ence and power to accomplish His work. 
Would you join us in prayer as we seek to 
change stories with the gospel? We de-
sire to partner with others to ask God to 
reclaim worshipers to Himself, to estab-
lish His church in Harrison, and to bless 
the work of Grace Church. To sign up for 
our Prayer Update or to let us know you 
are praying for us, send an email to con-
nect@gracechurchharrison.com. 

Provide
We are confident that God will supply 
all that is needed to plant Grace Church 
through the resources and gifts of God’s 
people. He has already begun doing so 
through the commitment of our sending 
churches. However, we need the ad-
ditional financial support of partnering 

churches and individuals to establish 
and build up Grace Church.
Our greatest financial need is to develop 
a team of monthly givers who support 
Grace Church over the next three to five 
years. If you cannot commit to a month-
ly gift, we are confident the Lord will 
bless one-time gifts to accomplish His 
mission through Grace Church. To learn 
more about how you can give, contact 
us connect@gracechurchharrison.com. 

Participate
We are in the early stages of developing 
a core team that God will use to reach 
those who are far from Christ. Whether it 
be a short-term mission trip or planting 
your life in Cincinnati, we would love to 
speak with you about what being a part 
of starting Grace Church could look like 
for you.  

Would you consider joining our 
team by praying, providing, and 

participating with us? 

Partner with us



Our Partners



GraceChurchHarrison.com

Grace Church - Harrison

@gracechurchharrison

Austin Mathis  
Phone: (513) 349-1431

Email: austin@gracechurchharrison.com

Connect 
with us


