
DIVE DEEPER WITH DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

REVIVAL CHALLENGE: Do you have a mentor or an accountability partner that not only 
encourages you in your faith but also has the permission to speak truth into your life? If not, your 
challenge is to find a mentor before the year ends!

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO CLOSE IN PRAYER. ASSIGN NEXT WEEK’S STORY: 1 KINGS 18:20-40

OPEN IN PRAYER / INTRODUCTIONS

REVIEW FROM LAST WEEK: Did you make the time to write 
an encouraging note to someone in your life? What kind of 
response did you get?

GOD-STORIES: A God-story is an undeniable encounter or 
experience with God that creates an impact or breakthrough 
in a person’s day-to-day life.

SHARE BACKGROUND AND PROVIDE 
CONTEXT TO THE BIBLE STORY. 

When Jesus spoke these words to John, the ancient city of Sardis 
had seen its best days and started to decline. Sardis was located 
50 miles east of Smyrna. Sardis was a wealthy capital city, but 
from a religious standpoint, it was a center of pagan worship. 
Though filled with external works and activity, the world's 
influence had taken root. The tolerance of sin had taken its toll. 
They had a form of godliness, but because they failed to walk with 
the Lord, they were denying the real power of God through their 
hypocrisy. Of the seven churches that the letters in Revelations 
were written to, Christ's writings to Sardis indicated that they were 
far short of fulfilling their obligations as believers. Christ's word to 
Sardis is to "remember," "repent," and "obey."

• SHARE THE STORY (Revelation 3:1-6)
• REBUILD THE STORY.
• READ THE STORY

Commit to 8 weeks in group to pray for one another for the first 15-20 minutes of group time:

REVIVAL PRAYER EMPHASIS 

WEEK #7 

TOPIC: REVIVAL
 TAKEAWAY: Let Your Faith Be More Than Words

THINGS TO PRAY FOR: 
• Marriages that are God-centered
• Healthy family relationships
• Influence at work/job
• People to overcome addictions
• Safety at schools

re·viv·al - an improvement in the condition 
or strength of something, a rallying, a picking 
up, a betterment, a turn for the better.

a·wak·en·ing - an act of waking from sleep, 
coming into existence or awareness.

GUIDELINES

SAFE ENVIRONMENT | CONFIDENTIALITY | LISTEN | PAUSE | SILENCE | NO “CROSS TALK” 
NO FIXING | NO RESCUING | SHARING | SELF AWARE | “I” STATEMENTS | CONFLICT

STARTING POINT
 Mission Statement: Inviting people into meaningful relationship with God and each other.

1) What are the danger signs Jesus showed to this church that indicated
they were headed in the wrong direction?
2)How would you describe a church that is “dead” and one that is “alive”?
3)Jesus wanted the Church of Sardis to awaken, grow stronger in faith,
and live victoriously. What do you feel is the wake-up call of Jesus on us
as a church today?

4) _______________________________________________________?

5) _______________________________________________________?



Leader Page

WEEK #7 - TAKEAWAY:  Let Your Faith Be More Than Words

How often do we turn to the internet or apps to give us guidance? Need directions to get 
somewhere? No problem. Open your Google Maps app, and off you go. Need to know how to cook 
a new meal? Easy. Pull up a recipe online, and you are ready to go. We don’t hesitate to use Alexa 
or Siri; it would be silly to not tap into that knowledge, right? Yet how often do we rely on our own 
ways and not the Holy Spirit? Let’s look at the message to The church of Sardis. This church 
became careless and complacent. Outwardly they looked alive, but inwardly they were spiritually 
dead. As you lead your group this week, ask the Lord to awaken your group and create a personal 
spiritual revival in each of you. 

Engage God's Word
• Open God’s Word and read: Jeremiah 29:13;

Proverbs 8:17; John 6:26-35; Psalm 139

• Ask God this week to show you any area where
you are not honoring him with your life. What
are you reading, listening to, or looking at that
does not honor the Lord? The quick litmus test,
if you cannot imagine Jesus Christ sitting next
to you while doing something, is a quick way to
identify sin affecting the body.

• Seek the Holy Spirit in a posture of quietness. In
this world, you will need to be intentional about
this time. Some suggestions, put your ear pods
on, phone on silence, and play soft instrumental
music that will reduce distractions. Pray in
silence with the intent to hear from the Holy
Spirit.

• Write out any area that would grieve the Holy
Spirit this week, and take that in prayer to him
daily. You were sealed by him for the day of
redemption. Let all bitterness, anger, wrath,
shouting, and slander be removed from you,
along with all malice. Ephesians 4: 30-31.

The Engine of the Local Church
Inviting people into meaningful relationship with God and each other

5 Key Components of a Disciple 
Making Church

Biblical Foundation for Relationship

Intentional Leader

Relational Environment

Reproducible Disciple-Making Process

Church Alignment

7 Essentials as a Disciple Maker

Abiding in Christ

Reaching the Lost

Connecting the Unconnected Chasing the Strays

Intentionally Shepherding People Towards Spiritual Maturity

Identifying Equipping and Releasing Leaders

Functioning as a Team




