
DIVE DEEPER WITH DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

REVIVAL CHALLENGE: Write a letter of encouragement to someone in your immediate circle of 
influence, encouraging them to fight the good fight and keep the faith.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO CLOSE IN PRAYER. ASSIGN NEXT WEEK’S STORY: Revelation 3:1-6

OPEN IN PRAYER / INTRODUCTIONS

REVIEW FROM LAST WEEK: As you are intentionally praying 
for Revival in your marriage, family, work space, community 
and schools, where do you see God at work?

GOD-STORIES: A God-story is an undeniable encounter or 
experience with God that creates an impact or breakthrough 
in a person’s day-to-day life.

SHARE BACKGROUND AND PROVIDE 
CONTEXT TO THE BIBLE STORY. 

John's second letter to seven churches is written to Smyrna. In 
those seven letters, he addresses the specific circumstances of 
these churches during that time. Some were walking in apathy, 
affluence, and immorality. While others were experiencing 
persecution and remained faithful, a large and wealthy city just 30 
miles north of Ephesus, Smyrna, was a booming seaport. It was 
nicknamed "Port of Asia" because it had an excellent harbor on the 
Aegean Sea. The church in this city struggled against two hostile 
forces: a Jewish population strongly opposed to Christianity and a 
non-Jewish population that was loyal to Rome and supported 
emperor worship. Persecution and suffering were inevitable in an 
environment like this.

• SHARE THE STORY (Revelation 2:8-11)
• REBUILD THE STORY.
• READ THE STORY

Commit to 8 weeks in group to pray for one another for the first 15-20 minutes of group time:

REVIVAL PRAYER EMPHASIS 

WEEK #6 

TOPIC: REVIVAL
 TAKEAWAY: Endure the Hardships

THINGS TO PRAY FOR: 
• Marriages that are God-centered
• Healthy family relationships
• Influence at work/job
• People to overcome addictions
• Safety at schools

re·viv·al - an improvement in the condition 
or strength of something, a rallying, a picking 
up, a betterment, a turn for the better.

a·wak·en·ing - an act of waking from sleep, 
coming into existence or awareness.

GUIDELINES

SAFE ENVIRONMENT | CONFIDENTIALITY | LISTEN | PAUSE | SILENCE | NO “CROSS TALK” 
NO FIXING | NO RESCUING | SHARING | SELF AWARE | “I” STATEMENTS | CONFLICT

STARTING POINT
 Mission Statement: Inviting people into meaningful relationship with God and each other.

1) Why do we have difficulty accepting that suffering could be a part of 
God's plan?
2) What is Jesus saying are the keys to overcoming hardships and 
afflictions?
3) When do you find it hardest to remain faithful to God amid difficulty?

4) _______________________________________________________?

5)     ________________________________________________________?



Leader Page

WEEK #6 - TAKEAWAY:  Endure the Hardship

The charge for us as Christ’s body is to recognize that suffering, hardships, difficulties, and pains 
await those who follow Jesus unapologetically. It’s not IF you suffer, but WHEN you suffer, how will 
you respond to it, and what will be said of you? Will you remain faithful even in the face of suffering, 
poverty, even unto death? THE CRY OF HIS PEOPLE MUST BE….We will remain! Here is a passage of 
Scripture to anchor your hope on…. 

Tend the Soul
• Start off every morning this week by writing 

down a list of 5 to 10 things you are grateful for 
(prepare the mind for the battle against 
negativity)

• Memorize and recite Proverbs 3:5-6 each day 
(prepare the mind for battle against doubt)

• On your way to work or when you come home 
from work, set up a prayer appointment on the 
phone with someone (prepare the mind for 
battle against conflict)

• Set aside 15-20min each day for just silence
(prepare the mind for battle against hurried 
thinking)

• Be generous by sending someone an 
encouraging note (prepare the mind for the 
battle against selfishness)

The Engine of the Local Church
Inviting people into meaningful relationship with God and each other

5 Key Components of a Disciple 
Making Church

Biblical Foundation for Relationship

Intentional Leader

Relational Environment

Reproducible Disciple-Making Process

Church Alignment

7 Essentials as a Disciple Maker

Abiding in Christ

Reaching the Lost

Connecting the Unconnected Chasing the Strays

Intentionally Shepherding People Towards Spiritual Maturity

Identifying Equipping and Releasing Leaders

Functioning as a Team

ISAIAH 26:3 “You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in 
you. Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord, the Lord himself, is the Rock eternal.”




