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Helping You Become a Better Apprentice of Jesus 
 
For the Week of January 23, 2022 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
The story of Jesus clearing the temple is also told in Matthew 21 and Mark 11. In all three 
accounts, Jesus is concerned about the integrity of the temple – that the merchants had turned 
a house of prayer into a den of thieves. This concern is also a fulfillment of prophecy (Psalm 
69:9). Under the new covenant, both our individual bodies and the gathered church are 
temples of God. God still desires for his temple to be a house of prayer. When pressed about 
what gave him the authority to clear the temple, Jesus points ahead to his own death and 
resurrection. 
 
BIBLE READING 
 
John 2:13-25 
 
13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 
temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables 
exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, 
both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their 
tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s 
house into a market!” 17 His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will 
consume me.” 18 The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can you show us to prove your 
authority to do all this?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again 
in three days.” 20 They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are 
going to raise it in three days?” 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he 
was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the 
scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. 23 Now while he was in Jerusalem at the 
Passover Festival, many people saw the signs he was performing and believed in his name. 24 
But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all people. 25 He did not need any 
testimony about mankind, for he knew what was in each person. 
 
Main Point: Jesus wants you to hold his Father’s house in high regard. 
 
REFLECTION 
 
The following questions are based off material found in the Serendipity New Testament for 
Groups. Use these questions to further reflect on this week’s reading. 



 
• What was the original intent of having retailers in the temple selling sacrificial animals? 
• What was Jesus most upset about? 
• Verse 24 says “But Jesus would not entrust himself to them [the crowd].” What does 

that mean? 
 
PRAY 52 
 
Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days.  40, the Biblical number for trial and 
purification + 12, the Biblical number for faith, divine rule and establishing = 52, a time of 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement.” There are 7, God’s number of completion, 52’s in a 
year. For 2022, we will be focusing on 7 areas of need for a 52-day season. See what 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement” God will do in and through us. 
 
Jan 1-Feb 21 – Salvation and Spiritual Awakening 
 
Over the next week, pray for the following things: 
 

• Spirit of God, move powerfully. 
• May many come to Christ for salvation. 
• Make conviction and confession of sin common. 
• May people repent and turn to God. 
• Cause destructive behaviors to decline.  
• Fill churches with worshippers enthused with their new life and relationship with God. 
• Instill reverence and holiness in our hearts. 

 
“Eternal God, you have been the hope and joy of many generations, and who in all ages has  
given men the power to seek you and in seeking to find you, grant me, I pray you, a clearer 
vision of your truth, a greater faith in your power, and a more confident assurance of your 
love. Amen. “ – John Baillie in A Diary of Private Prayer 
 
NEXT STEP 
 
In 1 Corinthians 6:19, the Apostle Paul tells us that our physical bodies are temples of the Holy 
Spirit, “who is in you.” Set aside time this week to do a personal inventory of the state of your 
temple. 


