
Gospel of John Weekly Resource Guide 
Helping You Become a Better Apprentice of Jesus 
 
For the Week of January 30, 2022 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
We know two things about Nicodemus. He is a Pharisee, the Jewish sect that had begun as a 
reformation movement within Judaism. He is also a member of the Sanhedrin, the Jewish ruling 
council. It’s likely he comes to Jesus at night to avoid being seen with Jesus. Although Jewish 
opposition towards Jesus is just beginning, Nicodemus doesn’t want to risk his reputation. But 
he does show an openness to Jesus: “For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God 
were not with him.” This leads to one of the best-known expressions of the gospel, John 3:16. 
 
BIBLE READING 
 
John 3:1-21 
 
1 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 3 
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.” 4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they 
cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly 
I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 
Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my 
saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but 
you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the 
Spirit.” 9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do 
you not understand these things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we 
testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken 
to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly 
things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son 
of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted 
up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 16 For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 
stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only 
Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of 
light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come 
into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes 



into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight 
of God. 
 
Main Point: Jesus offers you the chance to experience spiritual rebirth. 
 
REFLECTION 
 
The following questions are based off material found in the Serendipity New Testament for 
Groups. Use these questions to further reflect on this week’s reading. 
 

• What do know about Nicodemus and why is it important to this story? 
• What claims does Jesus make about himself? 
• According to Jesus, what is the condition for inheriting eternal life? 

 
PRAY 52 
 
Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days.  40, the Biblical number for trial and 
purification + 12, the Biblical number for faith, divine rule and establishing = 52, a time of 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement.” There are 7, God’s number of completion, 52’s in a 
year. For 2022, we will be focusing on 7 areas of need for a 52-day season. See what 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement” God will do in and through us. 
 
Jan 1-Feb 21 – Salvation and Spiritual Awakening 
 
Over the next week, pray for the following things: 
 

• Spirit of God, move powerfully. 
• May many come to Christ for salvation. 
• Make conviction and confession of sin common. 
• May people repent and turn to God. 
• Cause destructive behaviors to decline.  
• Fill churches with worshippers enthused with their new life and relationship with God. 
• Instill reverence and holiness in our hearts. 

 
“Eternal God, you have been the hope and joy of many generations, and who in all ages has  
given men the power to seek you and in seeking to find you, grant me, I pray you, a clearer 
vision of your truth, a greater faith in your power, and a more confident assurance of your 
love. Amen. “ – John Baillie in A Diary of Private Prayer 
 
NEXT STEP 
 
Pray this week for someone who needs to experience a spiritual rebirth. Then ask God how he 
might want to use you to help them. 


