
Gospel of John Weekly Resource Guide 
Helping You Become a Better Apprentice of Jesus 
 
For the Week of March 6, 2022 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
While in Jerusalem, Jesus walked by the Bethesda pool where “a great number of disabled 
people” gathered each day. The reason the pool drew so many people was the belief that the 
waters had magical healing powers. According to legend, an angel would descend and touch 
the waters and the first to enter would be healed. Jesus encounters a man who has lived with 
his disability for thirty-eight years. He asks the man what seems to be an odd question: “Do you 
want to get well?” Not everyone who needs to be healed want to be healed. Jesus does heal 
the man, but it happens to be on the Sabbath – something that will attract the attention of the 
religious leaders. 
 
BIBLE READING 
 
John 5:1-15 
 
1 Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish festivals. 2 Now there is in 
Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is 
surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3 Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—
the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. [4] 5 One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight 
years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a 
long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?” 7 “Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to 
help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes 
down ahead of me.” 8 Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 9 At once 
the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked. The day on which this took place was a 
Sabbath, 10 and so the Jewish leaders said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; 
the law forbids you to carry your mat.” 11 But he replied, “The man who made me well said to 
me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’ ” 12 So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to 
pick it up and walk?” 13 The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped 
away into the crowd that was there. 14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, 
“See, you are well again. Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you.” 15 The man 
went away and told the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had made him well. 
 
Main Point: Jesus is able to help if you really want him to. 
 
REFLECTION 
 



The following questions are based off material found in the Serendipity New Testament for 
Groups. Use these questions to further reflect on this week’s reading. 
 

• Using your imagination, how do you see this story? 
• Why does Jesus ask the man if he wants to get well? Does that strike you as mean? 
• In our world today, how do people seek spiritual healing outside of Jesus? 

 
PRAY 52 
 
Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days.  40, the Biblical number for trial and 
purification + 12, the Biblical number for faith, divine rule and establishing = 52, a time of 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement.” There are 7, God’s number of completion, 52’s in a 
year. For 2022, we will be focusing on 7 areas of need for a 52-day season. See what 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement” God will do in and through us. 
 
February 22-April 14 – Relationships and Forgiveness 
 
Over the next week, pray for the following things: 
 

• Provide safe and encouraging families. 
• Treat others according to their worth in Jesus. 
• Build strong marriages with Godly values. 
• Reconcile and heal broken relationships. 
• Care for and heal hearts broken by divorce. 
• Give a spirit of contentment and simplicity. 
• Give us Your Spirit so we can forgive those who have offended, harmed, abused and 

molested, so we will find healing and be able to give mercy. 
 
“Grant me, O Lord, to know what I ought to know, to love what I ought to love, to praise what 
delights You most, to value what is precious in Your sight, to hate what is offensive to You.” 
Amen. Thomas a’ Kempis in Little Book of Prayers 
 
NEXT STEP 
 
Just as Jesus asked the man a question (“do you want to get well?”), what question might Jesus 
ask you today? 


