
Gospel of John Weekly Resource Guide 
Helping You Become a Better Apprentice of Jesus 
 
For the Week of March 13, 2022 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
In addressing the objections of the religious leaders to performing a miracle on the Sabbath, 
Jesus responds, “My Father is always at work.” Jesus and the Father operated in sync with one 
another. Jesus does what he see his Father doing and this is because “the Father loves the Son 
and shows him all he does.” What we may perceive as a lack of God’s activity may be the result 
of our lack of perception. As we draw closer to Jesus, we will discover the many different ways 
God is already at work in our world. 
 
BIBLE READING 
 
John 5:16-30 
 
16 So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders began to 
persecute him. 17 In his defense Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very 
day, and I too am working.” 18 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was 
he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal 
with God. 19 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by 
himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the 
Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show 
him even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 21 For just as the Father raises 
the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22 
Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may 
honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor 
the Father, who sent him. 24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 25 
Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the 
Son of God and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has 
granted the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to judge because 
he is the Son of Man. 28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in 
their graves will hear his voice 29 and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to 
live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned. 30 By myself I can do 
nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him 
who sent me. 
 
Main Point: God is always at work in our world. 
 



REFLECTION 
 
The following questions are based off material found in the Serendipity New Testament for 
Groups. Use these questions to further reflect on this week’s reading. 
 

• Why were the Jewish leaders upset by what Jesus did? 
• How does this passage describe the relationship between God and Jesus? 

 
PRAY 52 
 
Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days.  40, the Biblical number for trial and 
purification + 12, the Biblical number for faith, divine rule and establishing = 52, a time of 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement.” There are 7, God’s number of completion, 52’s in a 
year. For 2022, we will be focusing on 7 areas of need for a 52-day season. See what 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement” God will do in and through us. 
 
February 22-April 14 – Relationships and Forgiveness 
 
Over the next week, pray for the following things: 
 

• Provide safe and encouraging families. 
• Treat others according to their worth in Jesus. 
• Build strong marriages with Godly values. 
• Reconcile and heal broken relationships. 
• Care for and heal hearts broken by divorce. 
• Give a spirit of contentment and simplicity. 
• Give us Your Spirit so we can forgive those who have offended, harmed, abused and 

molested, so we will find healing and be able to give mercy. 
 
“Grant me, O Lord, to know what I ought to know, to love what I ought to love, to praise what 
delights You most, to value what is precious in Your sight, to hate what is offensive to You.” 
Amen. Thomas a’ Kempis in Little Book of Prayers 
 
NEXT STEP 
 
How would you explain verse 24 to someone who had never been to church? Take a moment 
and write down a few key phrases. 


