
Gospel of John Weekly Resource Guide 
Helping You Become a Better Apprentice of Jesus 
 
For the Week of May 1, 2022 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
Jesus is facing the hostility of the religious leaders and the unbelief of his brothers. The Jewish 
leaders were no longer simply annoyed by Jesus; they were actively looking for a way to kill 
him. Jesus seems to have understood this. What is unclear is whether his brothers also knew 
this when they encouraged him to go to Judea – the place where the opposition was the 
strongest. Later in chapter seven, he will discuss whether it was appropriate for him to heal on 
the Sabbath. Whether it’s opposition or unbelief, Jesus understands one of the reasons why is 
that people tend to judge someone (or the truth) by “mere appearances.” It is easy to discount 
or dismiss something or someone if it doesn’t appear to be the way we think it should be. 
 
BIBLE READING 
 
John 7:1-24 
 
1 After this, Jesus went around in Galilee. He did not want to go about in Judea because the 
Jewish leaders there were looking for a way to kill him. 2 But when the Jewish Festival of 
Tabernacles was near, 3 Jesus’ brothers said to him, “Leave Galilee and go to Judea, so that your 
disciples there may see the works you do. 4 No one who wants to become a public figure acts in 
secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world.” 5 For even his own 
brothers did not believe in him … 
 
16 Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It comes from the one who sent me. 17 Anyone 
who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether 
I speak on my own … 21 Jesus said to them, “I did one miracle, and you are all amazed. 22 Yet, 
because Moses gave you circumcision (though actually it did not come from Moses, but from 
the patriarchs), you circumcise a boy on the Sabbath. 23 Now if a boy can be circumcised on the 
Sabbath so that the law of Moses may not be broken, why are you angry with me for healing a 
man’s whole body on the Sabbath? 24 Stop judging by mere appearances, but instead judge 
correctly.” 
 
Main Point: It can be easy to overlook or disregard Jesus. 
 
REFLECTION 
 



The following questions are based off material found in the Serendipity New Testament for 
Groups. Use these questions to further reflect on this week’s reading. 
 

• Why did the religious want to kill Jesus? 
• How do you explain the behavior of Jesus’ brothers? 
• What are people saying about Jesus? 

 
PRAY 52 
 
Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days.  40, the Biblical number for trial and 
purification + 12, the Biblical number for faith, divine rule and establishing = 52, a time of 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement.” There are 7, God’s number of completion, 52’s in a 
year. For 2022, we will be focusing on 7 areas of need for a 52-day season. See what 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement” God will do in and through us. 
 
April 15-June 5 – Revival 
 
Over the next week, pray for the following things: 
 

• Keep us from “forsaking  the love we had at first.”  
• Fill everyone with Your Spirit to enthusiastically love and care for each person in our 

church family. 
• Prevent us from forsaking the assembling of ourselves together. 
• Empower every church ministry to teach Your Word, be devoted to prayer so that we all 

grow in our faith and relationship with You. 
• Extend the impact of our ministry to extend to all people in all areas of life in our 

community, country and around the world. 
 
“Lord Jesus, help us remember that You made the church to reach this world with your love. 
Thank you for the promise that you will build your church and for the honor to participate in 
your work. Give us courage when the enemy rages against your work so that when opposition 
and persecution come, we will not fear but trust in You. Lord bless your church and use it for 
your glory.  In Jesus we pray. Amen” 
 
NEXT STEP 
 
Take a few moments this week and pray for specific family members. 
 
FOR FAMILIES 
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