
Gospel of John Weekly Resource Guide 
Helping You Become a Better Apprentice of Jesus 
 
For the Week of May 8, 2022 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
The religious leaders don’t like having their hypocrisy pointed out and try to seize Jesus. John’s 
explanation as to why they are unable to do so is theological: his hour had not yet come. In 
other words, it wasn’t time for Jesus to die. As the festival is drawing to a close, Jesus offers the 
thirsty a drink. But what is he talking about? It’s obviously not physical thirst, but an internal, 
spiritual dryness that only he can satisfy. Many people today are thirsty but haven’t found what 
will satisfy their thirst. As Jesus explains, those who receive the Holy Spirit as a result of 
believing in him will have access to living water. 
 
BIBLE READING 
 
John 7:25-52 
 
30 At this they tried to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour had not yet 
come. 31 Still, many in the crowd believed in him. They said, “When the Messiah comes, will he 
perform more signs than this man?” 32 The Pharisees heard the crowd whispering such things 
about him. Then the chief priests and the Pharisees sent temple guards to arrest him. 33 Jesus 
said, “I am with you for only a short time, and then I am going to the one who sent me. 34 You 
will look for me, but you will not find me; and where I am, you cannot come.” … 
 
37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone 
who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of 
living water will flow from within them.” 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who 
believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus 
had not yet been glorified. 40 On hearing his words, some of the people said, “Surely this man is 
the Prophet.” 41 Others said, “He is the Messiah.” Still others asked, “How can the Messiah 
come from Galilee?” 
 
45 Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and the Pharisees, who asked them, 
“Why didn’t you bring him in?” 46 “No one ever spoke the way this man does,” the guards 
replied. 47 “You mean he has deceived you also?” the Pharisees retorted. 48 “Have any of the 
rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him? 49 No! But this mob that knows nothing of the law—
there is a curse on them.” 50 Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of 
their own number, asked, 51 “Does our law condemn a man without first hearing him to find out 
what he has been doing?” 52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too? Look into it, and you will 
find that a prophet does not come out of Galilee.” 



 
Main Point: Only Jesus can satisfy your real thirst. 
 
REFLECTION 
 
The following questions are based off material found in the Serendipity New Testament for 
Groups. Use these questions to further reflect on this week’s reading. 
 

• In this story, why are there so many different opinions about Jesus? 
• What is the meaning of verses 37-38? 
• What risk is Nicodemus taking in defending Jesus? 

 
PRAY 52 
 
Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days.  40, the Biblical number for trial and 
purification + 12, the Biblical number for faith, divine rule and establishing = 52, a time of 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement.” There are 7, God’s number of completion, 52’s in a 
year. For 2022, we will be focusing on 7 areas of need for a 52-day season. See what 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement” God will do in and through us. 
 
April 15-June 5 – Revival 
 
Over the next week, pray for the following things: 
 

• Keep us from “forsaking  the love we had at first.”  
• Fill everyone with Your Spirit to enthusiastically love and care for each person in our 

church family. 
• Prevent us from forsaking the assembling of ourselves together. 
• Empower every church ministry to teach Your Word, be devoted to prayer so that we all 

grow in our faith and relationship with You. 
• Extend the impact of our ministry to extend to all people in all areas of life in our 

community, country and around the world. 
 
“Lord Jesus, help us remember that You made the church to reach this world with your love. 
Thank you for the promise that you will build your church and for the honor to participate in 
your work. Give us courage when the enemy rages against your work so that when opposition 
and persecution come, we will not fear but trust in You. Lord bless your church and use it for 
your glory.  In Jesus we pray. Amen” 
 
NEXT STEP 
 
Ask God to help you experience the presence of the Holy Spirit in your life as “streams of living 
water.” 



 
FOR FAMILIES 
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