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OVERVIEW 
 
While there is some debate among translations whether this section of Scripture is original or 
not, it certainly fits with how Jesus treated people. The religious leaders have found a lady who 
committed adultery. Under Jewish law, the punishment for adultery was death. But it’s obvious 
from the story that these religious leaders are more interested in tripping up Jesus than they 
are about honoring the law. In fact, they are willing to embarrass and humiliate another person 
in order to accomplish their goal. In a grand illustration of his wisdom, Jesus offers those who 
have never sinned the opportunity to cast the first stone. Interestingly, it’s the older ones who 
walk away first. Jesus reassures the lady he is not there to condemn her and encourages her to 
make better choices in the future. 
 
BIBLE READING 
 
John 8:1-11 
 
1 But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, 
where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of 
the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before 
the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the 
Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were using this 
question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to 
write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up 
and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 
Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 9 At this, those who heard began to go away 
one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 
10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned 
you?” 11 “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and 
leave your life of sin.” 
 
Main Point: When it comes to being perfect, we are all the same – imperfect. 
 
REFLECTION 
 
The following questions are based off material found in the Serendipity New Testament for 
Groups. Use these questions to further reflect on this week’s reading. 



 
• What is the trap the Pharisees are trying to set? 
• What does it say about the Pharisees that they would use this lady’s circumstances as a 

way of trying to trap Jesus? 
• Why did the older people walk away first? 

 
PRAY 52 
 
Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days.  40, the Biblical number for trial and 
purification + 12, the Biblical number for faith, divine rule and establishing = 52, a time of 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement.” There are 7, God’s number of completion, 52’s in a 
year. For 2022, we will be focusing on 7 areas of need for a 52-day season. See what 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement” God will do in and through us. 
 
April 15-June 5 – Revival 
 
Over the next week, pray for the following things: 
 

• Keep us from “forsaking  the love we had at first.”  
• Fill everyone with Your Spirit to enthusiastically love and care for each person in our 

church family. 
• Prevent us from forsaking the assembling of ourselves together. 
• Empower every church ministry to teach Your Word, be devoted to prayer so that we all 

grow in our faith and relationship with You. 
• Extend the impact of our ministry to extend to all people in all areas of life in our 

community, country and around the world. 
 
“Lord Jesus, help us remember that You made the church to reach this world with your love. 
Thank you for the promise that you will build your church and for the honor to participate in 
your work. Give us courage when the enemy rages against your work so that when opposition 
and persecution come, we will not fear but trust in You. Lord bless your church and use it for 
your glory.  In Jesus we pray. Amen” 
 
NEXT STEP 
 
Jesus accepts the lady without condoning her actions. Is there someone in your life who would 
benefit from you doing the same? 
 
FOR FAMILIES 
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