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OVERVIEW 
 
This section of John deals with the nature of truth and how Jesus is the embodiment of truth. 
Several times Jesus will say, “I tell you the truth.” John introduced us to Jesus in chapter one as 
“full of grace and truth” (1:14). According to Jesus, his claims are valid because God himself has 
testified to them. This causes the Jewish crowd to ask, “Where is your father?” Jesus responds 
by saying, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world.” 
He goes on to say that Abraham’s children ought to do the things Abraham did. Instead, they 
are acting like their true father (the Devil) who is a “liar and the father of lies.” Jesus, however, 
is the truth – and the truth will set us free. 
 
BIBLE READING 
 
John 8:12-59 
 
12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” … 19 Then they asked him, 
“Where is your father?” “You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew me, 
you would know my Father also.” 20 He spoke these words while teaching in the temple courts 
near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, because his hour had not 
yet come … 27 They did not understand that he was telling them about his Father. 28 So Jesus 
said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he and that I do 
nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. 29 The one who sent me is 
with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases him.” 30 Even as he spoke, 
many believed in him. 31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my 
teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free.” 
 
Main Point: Knowing the truth about Jesus will set you free from spiritual darkness. 
 
REFLECTION 
 
The following questions are based off material found in the Serendipity New Testament for 
Groups. Use these questions to further reflect on this week’s reading. 
 

• What feelings do you associate with darkness? 



• When Jesus speaks of “light” and “darkness”, what is he referring to? 
• What does Jesus claim about his relationship to God? 
• In verses 31-47, what does Jesus force them to confront? 

 
 
PRAY 52 
 
Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days.  40, the Biblical number for trial and 
purification + 12, the Biblical number for faith, divine rule and establishing = 52, a time of 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement.” There are 7, God’s number of completion, 52’s in a 
year. For 2022, we will be focusing on 7 areas of need for a 52-day season. See what 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement” God will do in and through us. 
 
Revival 
 

• Keep us from “forsaking  the love we had at first.”  
• Fill everyone with Your Spirit to enthusiastically love and care for each person in our 

church family. 
• Prevent us from forsaking the assembling of ourselves together. 
• Empower every church ministry to teach Your Word, be devoted to prayer so that we all 

grow in our faith and relationship with You. 
• Extend the impact of our ministry to extend to all people in all areas of life in our 

community, country and around the world. 
 
“Lord Jesus, help us remember that You made the church to reach this world with your love. 
Thank you for the promise that you will build your church and for the honor to participate in 
your work. Give us courage when the enemy rages against your work so that when opposition 
and persecution come, we will not fear but trust in You. Lord bless your church and use it for 
your glory.  In Jesus we pray. Amen”  
 
NEXT STEP 
 
Jesus emphasizes the importance of believing his word. What is one thing you can do this week 
to create more space for his word in your life? 


