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Helping You Become a Better Apprentice of Jesus 
 
For the Week of June 19, 2022 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
Jesus receives word from Mary and Martha that their brother, Lazarus, has become ill. In a 
verse that doesn’t always get noticed, John simply writes, “Jesus loved Martha and her sister 
and Lazarus” (v. 5).  Even so, Jesus doesn’t go to their house immediately. By the time he does 
arrive, Lazarus has died. Both Mary and Martha say the same thing to Jesus: “If you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.” Upon hearing this, we’re told that Jesus was “deeply 
moved in spirit and troubled.” This leads to the shortest – and one of the most powerful – 
verses in the Bible: “Jesus wept.” (v. 35). Even though Jesus knew he was going to raise Lazarus 
from the dead, he is still moved emotionally by the sisters’ pain. The same is still true today in 
our own lives. 
 
BIBLE READING 
 
John 11:1-44 
 
Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured 
perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, 
“Lord, the one you love is sick.” 4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in 
death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus … 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in 
me will never die. Do you believe this?” … 35 Jesus wept … 43 When he had said this, Jesus 
called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
 
Main Point: Jesus feels your pain. 
 
REFLECTION 
 
The following questions are based off material found in the Serendipity New Testament for 
Groups. Use these questions to further reflect on this week’s reading. 
 

• How would you describe Jesus’ relationship with this family? 
• Why did Jesus delay in going to see Lazarus? 
• In what ways do the two sisters respond alike? Differently? 



• Have you ever attended a funeral where there was no sense of hope for eternal life? 
How did that impact you? 

• What are some old grave clothes Jesus might be asking you take off? 
 
PRAY 52 
 
Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days.  40, the Biblical number for trial and 
purification + 12, the Biblical number for faith, divine rule and establishing = 52, a time of 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement.” There are 7, God’s number of completion, 52’s in a 
year. For 2022, we will be focusing on 7 areas of need for a 52-day season. See what 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement” God will do in and through us. 
 
Healing 
  

• Heal cancer and chronic illnesses. 
• Support each person during surgery and recovery. 
• Guide and give us the gift to care for each other and our community. 
• Deliver those in bondage to addictions. 
• Relieve us from anger, anxiety and depression. 
• Give us a spirit of love and a sound mind. 
• Increase our faith so we can respect God’s will. 

 
“O God, quicken to life every power within me, that I may lay hold of eternal things. Open my 
eyes that I may see; give me acute spiritual perception; enable me to taste Thee and know 
that Thou art good. Make heaven more real to me than any earthly thing has ever been. 
Amen.” – A.W. Tozer from The Pursuit of God. 
 
 
NEXT STEP 
 
“Jesus wept.” This short verse is a reminder that Jesus enters into our pain with us. Is there 
something in your life – a hurt, disappointment, or loss – where you need to invite Jesus to? 


