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OVERVIEW 
 
Fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy, this section begins with a startling statement: “Even after Jesus had 
done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him.” Many 
contemporary readers read this and think, “I would have responded differently.” But would 
we? Or would we succumb to the same temptations they faced: “But because of the Pharisees 
they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; for they 
loved praise from men more than praise from God” (v. 43). Peer pressure, regardless of our 
age, is still one of the strongest forces that influences our own decisions. To follow Jesus is to 
value his opinion above all others. 
 
BIBLE READING 
 
John 12:37-50 
 
37 Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still would not 
believe in him … 42 Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But 
because of the Pharisees they would not openly acknowledge their faith for fear they would be 
put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved human praise more than praise from God. 44 Then 
Jesus cried out, “Whoever believes in me does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent 
me. 45 The one who looks at me is seeing the one who sent me. 46 I have come into the world 
as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. 
 
Main Point: It is easy to love the praise of people more than praise from God. 
 
REFLECTION 
 
The following questions are based off material found in the Serendipity New Testament for 
Groups. Use these questions to further reflect on this week’s reading. 
 

• In what ways has your religious heritage been a benefit? In what ways has it been a 
handicap? 

• When you hear about another person’s misfortune, what is your initial reaction? 
• How do you distinguish Jesus’ voice from all the other voices competing for your 

attention? 
• Where is Jesus calling you to die so that you might live? 



 
PRAY 52 
 
Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days.  40, the Biblical number for trial and 
purification + 12, the Biblical number for faith, divine rule and establishing = 52, a time of 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement.” There are 7, God’s number of completion, 52’s in a 
year. For 2022, we will be focusing on 7 areas of need for a 52-day season. See what 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement” God will do in and through us. 
 
Healing 
  

• Heal cancer and chronic illnesses. 
• Support each person during surgery and recovery. 
• Guide and give us the gift to care for each other and our community. 
• Deliver those in bondage to addictions. 
• Relieve us from anger, anxiety and depression. 
• Give us a spirit of love and a sound mind. 
• Increase our faith so we can respect God’s will. 

 
“O God, quicken to life every power within me, that I may lay hold of eternal things. Open my 
eyes that I may see; give me acute spiritual perception; enable me to taste Thee and know 
that Thou art good. Make heaven more real to me than any earthly thing has ever been. 
Amen.” – A.W. Tozer from The Pursuit of God. 
 
 
NEXT STEP 
 
Take a few minutes and write down your own highlights from these chapters. Perhaps it’s a 
memorable phrase or a story. 


