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OVERVIEW 
 
Jesus knows that his appointment with the cross is fast approaching. He uses the occasion of his 
last Passover meal with the disciples to teach them what love looks like – it looks and acts like a 
servant. During the meal, Jesus assumes the role normally occupied by the lowest servant in the 
house. He begins washing the disciples’ feet. This act of humility is met with resistance by Peter. 
Not to be deterred, Jesus raises the bar by saying, “I have set you an example that you should 
do as I have done for you” (v. 15). Jesus understands that when we love others by serving them, 
we are blessed in return (v. 17). 
 
BIBLE READING 
 
John 13:1-17 
 
It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave 
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end … 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had 
come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer 
clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and 
began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him … 
12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. 
“Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and 
‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you 
should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, 
nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you 
will be blessed if you do them.” 
 
Main Point: If you follow the example of Jesus you will be a servant to others. 
 
REFLECTION 
 
The following questions are based off material found in the Serendipity New Testament for 
Groups. Use these questions to further reflect on this week’s reading. 
 

• What special occasions did you celebrate in your family? 



• What did Jesus know that his disciples didn’t know? 
• Why does Peter react the way he does? 
• How does Jesus challenge their idea of what it means to follow him? 
• In your spiritual life, who has demonstrated servant leadership? 
• How can you put this principle into practice? 

 
PRAY 52 
 
Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days.  40, the Biblical number for trial and 
purification + 12, the Biblical number for faith, divine rule and establishing = 52, a time of 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement.” There are 7, God’s number of completion, 52’s in a 
year. For 2022, we will be focusing on 7 areas of need for a 52-day season. See what 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement” God will do in and through us. 
 
Healing 
  

• Heal cancer and chronic illnesses. 
• Support each person during surgery and recovery. 
• Guide and give us the gift to care for each other and our community. 
• Deliver those in bondage to addictions. 
• Relieve us from anger, anxiety and depression. 
• Give us a spirit of love and a sound mind. 
• Increase our faith so we can respect God’s will. 

 
“O God, quicken to life every power within me, that I may lay hold of eternal things. Open my 
eyes that I may see; give me acute spiritual perception; enable me to taste Thee and know 
that Thou art good. Make heaven more real to me than any earthly thing has ever been. 
Amen.” – A.W. Tozer from The Pursuit of God. 
 
 
NEXT STEP 
 
Jesus served his disciples by doing something that wasn’t expected of him. As you go through 
this week, look for ways to do the unexpected for someone else. 


