
Gospel of John Weekly Resource Guide 
Helping You Become a Better Apprentice of Jesus 
 
For the Week of September 18, 2022 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
The death of Jesus was not an accidental part of God’s plan – and it wasn’t simply the result of 
human activity (Judas, the Jewish leaders, the Roman soldiers). Jesus was aware of what was 
happening. Other gospels record that he prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from 
me; yet not my will, but yours be done” (Luke 22:42). When questioned by Pilate, Jesus would 
tell him “the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth.” The early 
church emphasized the plan of God as well: “This man was handed over to you by God’s 
deliberate plan and foreknowledge” (Acts 2:23) and “God made him who had no sin to be sin 
for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 
 
BIBLE READING 
 
John 18:1-40 
 
When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the 
other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed 
him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas came to 
the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and the 
Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons.  4 Jesus, knowing all that was 
going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you want?” 5 “Jesus of Nazareth,” 
they replied … 27 Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow … 36 Jesus 
said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest 
by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 37 “You are a king, then!” 
said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came 
into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 
 
Main Point: Jesus knowingly and willingly went to the cross. 
 
REFLECTION 
 
The following questions are based off material found in the Serendipity New Testament for 
Groups. Use these questions to further reflect on this week’s reading. 
 

• How do you prepare for something that you know will be stressful? 
• How do you explain the reaction of the soldiers in verse 6? 



• What is the “cup” that Jesus says he must drink? Why use that kind of language? 
• What issue of obedience might God be challenging you with right now? 
• What questions does the High Priest ask of Jesus? How does Jesus answer? 
• What can we learn from the story of Peter’s denials? 
• Why are the Jewish leaders trying to rush the trial? 
• How does what happens to Barabbas illustrate the gospel? 

 
PRAY 52 
 
Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days.  40, the Biblical number for trial and 
purification + 12, the Biblical number for faith, divine rule and establishing = 52, a time of 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement.” There are 7, God’s number of completion, 52’s in a 
year. For 2022, we will be focusing on 7 areas of need for a 52-day season. See what 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement” God will do in and through us. 
 
Healing 
  

• Heal cancer and chronic illnesses. 
• Support each person during surgery and recovery. 
• Guide and give us the gift to care for each other and our community. 
• Deliver those in bondage to addictions. 
• Relieve us from anger, anxiety and depression. 
• Give us a spirit of love and a sound mind. 
• Increase our faith so we can respect God’s will. 

 
“O God, quicken to life every power within me, that I may lay hold of eternal things. Open my 
eyes that I may see; give me acute spiritual perception; enable me to taste Thee and know 
that Thou art good. Make heaven more real to me than any earthly thing has ever been. 
Amen.” – A.W. Tozer from The Pursuit of God. 
 
NEXT STEP 
 
What is one thing you could do this week to encourage someone who has drifted from the 
Lord? 


