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OVERVIEW 
 
Pilate wanted to dismiss Jesus and set him free. At one point, Pilate faces the angry crowd and 
tells them, “I find no basis for a charge against him.” When the crowd responds that Jesus has 
claimed to be the Son of God, Pilate becomes even more afraid. He asks Jesus where he’s from 
Jesus refuses to answer, prompting Pilate to say, “Don’t you realize I have power either to free 
you or to crucify you?” In Pilate’s mind, he was the one in charge, the one with power. Jesus 
responds with a reminder about where true power comes from – it comes from God. During 
difficult times, we may believe our circumstances are too powerful to overcome. It’s during 
these times that we need to remember that God is ultimately in control. 
 
BIBLE READING 
 
John 19:1-16 
 
1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns 
and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3 and went up to him again and again, 
saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they slapped him in the face … 8 When Pilate heard this, he 
was even more afraid, 9 and he went back inside the palace. “Where do you come from?” he 
asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 “Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. 
“Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered, “You 
would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore, the one who 
handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” 12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, 
but the Jewish leaders kept shouting, “If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. 
Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.” 
 
Main Point: God holds the ultimate power over everything. 
 
REFLECTION 
 
The following questions are based off material found in the Serendipity New Testament for 
Groups. Use these questions to further reflect on this week’s reading. 
 

• Given that Pilate had been afraid of Jesus and tried to set him free, why would he allow 
Jesus to be flogged? 



• Why do the soldiers mock Jesus? What does this tell you about human nature apart 
from God? 

• What is ironic about verses 12 and 15? 
• How could the chief priest say, “We have no king but Caesar”? 
• Why does Pilate go through with the crucifixion of Jesus? 
• Like Pilate, have you ever made a decision based on fear rather than what was right? 

 
PRAY 52 
 
Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days.  40, the Biblical number for trial and 
purification + 12, the Biblical number for faith, divine rule and establishing = 52, a time of 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement.” There are 7, God’s number of completion, 52’s in a 
year. For 2022, we will be focusing on 7 areas of need for a 52-day season. See what 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement” God will do in and through us. 
 
Healing 
  

• Heal cancer and chronic illnesses. 
• Support each person during surgery and recovery. 
• Guide and give us the gift to care for each other and our community. 
• Deliver those in bondage to addictions. 
• Relieve us from anger, anxiety and depression. 
• Give us a spirit of love and a sound mind. 
• Increase our faith so we can respect God’s will. 

 
“O God, quicken to life every power within me, that I may lay hold of eternal things. Open my 
eyes that I may see; give me acute spiritual perception; enable me to taste Thee and know 
that Thou art good. Make heaven more real to me than any earthly thing has ever been. 
Amen.” – A.W. Tozer from The Pursuit of God. 
 
NEXT STEP 
 
By saying that they had no king but Caesar, the Jewish leaders were showing how far they had 
drifted from God. Pray for our church leaders – elders and staff – that they may remain faithful 
to God. 


