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OVERVIEW 
 
Jesus will make seven statements from the cross. John’s account of the crucifixion contains 
three of them. The first statement is to ensure his mother is cared for. The second statement is 
a recognition of thirst. It is the third statement – “It is finished” – that signals the end of his life. 
But it’s more than just the end of his life. “It is finished” is his way of saying that the work he 
came to do had been completed. Speaking of Jesus, Peter writes, “’He himself bore our sins’” in 
his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds 
you have been healed” (1 Peter 2:24). The death of Jesus was sufficient. According to the 
Hebrew writer, “Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so 
Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not 
to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him”. (Hebrews 9:27-29). 
 
BIBLE READING 
 
John 19:16-37 
 
16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So, the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 
17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called 
Golgotha). 18 There they crucified him, and with him two others—one on each side and Jesus in 
the middle … 28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture 
would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a 
sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30 When 
he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up 
his spirit … 33 But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not 
break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden 
flow of blood and water. 35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. 
He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. 
 
Main Point: The death of Jesus completed his work on our behalf. 
 
REFLECTION 
 
The following questions are based off material found in the Serendipity New Testament for 
Groups. Use these questions to further reflect on this week’s reading. 
 



• From other Gospel accounts, we know that Jesus was crucified between two criminals. 
Why does John not tell us that? 

• What is the meaning of the sign above Jesus’ head? Why is it in three different 
languages? 

• What does it tell you about Jesus that he takes the time to ensure his mother is taken 
care of? 

• How is Old Testament prophecy fulfilled in this story? 
• What did Jesus mean by saying “It is finished”? 
• Why didn’t the soldiers break the legs of Jesus? 

 
PRAY 52 
 
Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days.  40, the Biblical number for trial and 
purification + 12, the Biblical number for faith, divine rule and establishing = 52, a time of 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement.” There are 7, God’s number of completion, 52’s in a 
year. For 2022, we will be focusing on 7 areas of need for a 52-day season. See what 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement” God will do in and through us. 
 
Healing 
  

• Heal cancer and chronic illnesses. 
• Support each person during surgery and recovery. 
• Guide and give us the gift to care for each other and our community. 
• Deliver those in bondage to addictions. 
• Relieve us from anger, anxiety and depression. 
• Give us a spirit of love and a sound mind. 
• Increase our faith so we can respect God’s will. 

 
“O God, quicken to life every power within me, that I may lay hold of eternal things. Open my 
eyes that I may see; give me acute spiritual perception; enable me to taste Thee and know 
that Thou art good. Make heaven more real to me than any earthly thing has ever been. 
Amen.” – A.W. Tozer from The Pursuit of God. 
 
NEXT STEP 
 
If you were to write something on a sign to describe what Jesus means to you, what would it 
be? 


