
Gospel of John Weekly Resource Guide 
Helping You Become a Better Apprentice of Jesus 
 
For the Week of October 9, 2022 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
Following the death of Jesus, Joseph of Arimathea asks Pilate for permission to take his body. 
Pilate grants him permission. He is assisted by an interesting figure – Nicodemus. This is the 
same Nicodemus who comes to Jesus at night (John 3) and who will come to Jesus’ defense 
(John 7). This reemergence of Nicodemus seems to reflect a growing connection to Jesus. Three 
days later, Jesus comes back to life! The empty tomb is first discovered by Mary Magdalene, 
then verified by Peter and John. Although Peter and John return home, Mary Magdalene stays 
behind. This sets the stage for her encounter with Jesus. She initially thinks he is the gardener. 
It is only when he says her name that she recognizes him (echoes of John 10:3 … “He calls his 
own sheep by name”). 
 
BIBLE READING 
 
John 19:38-20:18 
 
38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of 
Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and 
took the body away. 39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited 
Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 40 
Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in 
accordance with Jewish burial customs. 41 At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a 
garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 42 Because it was 
the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there … 
 
15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” Thinking he was 
the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I 
will get him.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
 
Main Point: As followers of Jesus, we should never stop looking for him. 
 
REFLECTION 
 
The following questions are based off material found in the Serendipity New Testament for 
Groups. Use these questions to further reflect on this week’s reading. 
 



• Why do Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus risk being recognized as followers of 
Jesus? 

• What does the appearance of Nicodemus in this story tell you about his spiritual 
trajectory? 

• Why does Mary Magdalene go to the tomb of Jesus? 
• What does verse 9 mean? 
• Do you think Jesus hid himself from Mary Magdalene? (see verse 14). 
• What term does Jesus use to refer to his disciples? Why the change? 
• What does it mean to you that Jesus knows your name? 

 
PRAY 52 
 
Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days.  40, the Biblical number for trial and 
purification + 12, the Biblical number for faith, divine rule and establishing = 52, a time of 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement.” There are 7, God’s number of completion, 52’s in a 
year. For 2022, we will be focusing on 7 areas of need for a 52-day season. See what 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement” God will do in and through us. 
 
Healing 
  

• Heal cancer and chronic illnesses. 
• Support each person during surgery and recovery. 
• Guide and give us the gift to care for each other and our community. 
• Deliver those in bondage to addictions. 
• Relieve us from anger, anxiety and depression. 
• Give us a spirit of love and a sound mind. 
• Increase our faith so we can respect God’s will. 

 
“O God, quicken to life every power within me, that I may lay hold of eternal things. Open my 
eyes that I may see; give me acute spiritual perception; enable me to taste Thee and know 
that Thou art good. Make heaven more real to me than any earthly thing has ever been. 
Amen.” – A.W. Tozer from The Pursuit of God. 
 
NEXT STEP 
 
Take a few moments and research passages that promise the hope of eternal life. Write them 
down and pray over them during the week. 


