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OVERVIEW 
 
John 21 contains a simple but powerful story about trusting in Jesus. Several of the apostles 
decided to go fishing. This included a few professionals (Peter, James, and John). Although they 
spent the entire night fishing, they had nothing to show for it. John tells us that Jesus appeared 
on the shore, “but the disciples did not realize it was Jesus.” Although he appeared to be a 
stranger, they still followed his advice when he told them to cast their net on the right side of 
the boat. When they did, they found more fish than they could handle. Today, we might find 
some of what Jesus taught to be strange. The question is, will we trust that he knows best? This 
story ends with Jesus using the fish to fix breakfast for his friends. 
 
BIBLE READING 
 
John 21:1-14 
 
Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way: 2 
Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of 
Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told 
them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night 
they caught nothing. 4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not 
realize that it was Jesus. 5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” “No,” they 
answered. 6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” 
When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 7 Then 
the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him 
say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and 
jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for 
they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of 
burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the 
fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net 
ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said 
to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They 
knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with 
the fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from 
the dead. 
 
Main Point: Spiritual maturity is the never-ending process of trusting the wisdom of Jesus. 
 



REFLECTION 
 
The following questions are based off material found in the Serendipity New Testament for 
Groups. Use these questions to further reflect on this week’s reading. 
 

• Do you like to go camping? Why or why not? 
• Where are these disciples in relation to Jerusalem? 
• Why did they decide to go fishing? 
• How does this story compare to the one found in Luke 5:1-11? How is it different? 
• Where did Jesus get the fish that are mentioned in verse 9? 
• Where do you go when you need to be with God? 

 
PRAY 52 
 
Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days.  40, the Biblical number for trial and 
purification + 12, the Biblical number for faith, divine rule and establishing = 52, a time of 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement.” There are 7, God’s number of completion, 52’s in a 
year. For 2022, we will be focusing on 7 areas of need for a 52-day season. See what 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement” God will do in and through us. 
 
Healing 
  

• Heal cancer and chronic illnesses. 
• Support each person during surgery and recovery. 
• Guide and give us the gift to care for each other and our community. 
• Deliver those in bondage to addictions. 
• Relieve us from anger, anxiety and depression. 
• Give us a spirit of love and a sound mind. 
• Increase our faith so we can respect God’s will. 

 
“O God, quicken to life every power within me, that I may lay hold of eternal things. Open my 
eyes that I may see; give me acute spiritual perception; enable me to taste Thee and know 
that Thou art good. Make heaven more real to me than any earthly thing has ever been. 
Amen.” – A.W. Tozer from The Pursuit of God. 
 
NEXT STEP 
 
If possible, have fish for one breakfast this week. As you do, think back over this story. 


