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Helping You Become a Better Apprentice of Jesus 
 
For the Week of November 13, 2022 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
The last story that John records sets the stage for what will happen in the Book of Acts. After 
breakfast, Jesus calls Peter aside and asks him the same question three times – “Do you love 
me?” Some commentators believe the three questions are Jesus’ way of referring back to 
Peter’s three denials. After each question, Jesus commands Peter to care for his sheep. 
Although the series of questions hurt Peter’s feelings, it is through these questions that Peter is 
restored to leadership. After investing three years in teaching and training Peter, Jesus wasn’t 
about to give up on him. Although he may ask you and I difficult questions, too, we can trust 
that it’s always because he loves us. 
 
BIBLE READING 
 
John 21:15-25 
 
15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my 
lambs.” 16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, 
you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 17 The third time he said to him, 
“Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, 
“Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, 
“Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went 
where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else 
will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind 
of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 
 
Main Point: Jesus loves you too much to leave you in your failures. 
 
REFLECTION 
 
The following questions are based off material found in the Serendipity New Testament for 
Groups. Use these questions to further reflect on this week’s reading. 
 

• Why did Jesus repeat the same question to Peter three times? 
• How is Peter supposed to demonstrate his love and loyalty to Jesus? 
• What prediction does Jesus make in verse 18? 



• Why does Jesus respond the way he does in verse 22? 
• Why do you think John included this story? 
• How did this encounter with Jesus change Peter’s life? 

 
PRAY 52 
 
Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem in 52 days.  40, the Biblical number for trial and 
purification + 12, the Biblical number for faith, divine rule and establishing = 52, a time of 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement.” There are 7, God’s number of completion, 52’s in a 
year. For 2022, we will be focusing on 7 areas of need for a 52-day season. See what 
“accelerated and miraculous achievement” God will do in and through us. 
 
Healing 
  

• Heal cancer and chronic illnesses. 
• Support each person during surgery and recovery. 
• Guide and give us the gift to care for each other and our community. 
• Deliver those in bondage to addictions. 
• Relieve us from anger, anxiety and depression. 
• Give us a spirit of love and a sound mind. 
• Increase our faith so we can respect God’s will. 

 
“O God, quicken to life every power within me, that I may lay hold of eternal things. Open my 
eyes that I may see; give me acute spiritual perception; enable me to taste Thee and know 
that Thou art good. Make heaven more real to me than any earthly thing has ever been. 
Amen.” – A.W. Tozer from The Pursuit of God. 
 
NEXT STEP 
 
In one sentence, try to summarize the Gospel of John. 


