
GROUP CHECK-IN:  

Part of the rhythms of us as a group is to move beyond just learning but moving 
through life together. This space to start is a great way to begin to move into 
sharing rhythms together, trusting and being faithful with the relationships 
entrusted to us.  

Ask this question: “What is one thing you’re having to trust Jesus with right now?”  

Give space for everyone to answer, stopping to pray for one another as the Holy 
Spirit leads. 

MESSAGE TAKEAWAYS: 
“YOU DON’T NEED TO BEHAVE RIGHTEOUSLY, YOU NEED TO BE MADE 

RIGHTEOUS. TRUST CHRIST AND CHRIST ALONE.” 

SUNDAY TEACHING RECAP:  

What Jesus Said - Series Overview. 

1. Clear teaching on Jesus shows us what it means to follow Him. 
2. Clear teaching on Jesus leads to healthy expression of church. 
3. Clear teaching on Jesus reminds us that we need Him. 

Week 1 we looked at Matthew 5 and the “But I Say to you…” statements of Jesus. 

Take time as a group to reread Matthew 5:17-48 out loud in your group. Invite to 
share key words and phrases or repeated words that stand out in the passage. 
Feel free to have multiple readers in different translations (sometimes hearing the 
way others translate a word/phrase differently can shed more light on the truth 
the Holy Spirit wants us to hear.) 

F E B R U A R Y  2 7 ,  2 0 2 2



CONVERSATION QUESTIONS: 

• Pastor Brannon unpacked three options to interpret what Jesus is doing. Option 
1 (antinomianism) says the law is incomplete/wrong - we can do what we want 
because we are in Christ. Option 2 (legalism) says the law is not enough - it makes 
being a Christian into a holiness contest. Option 3 is where we want to land. The 
law is good, but it has been misinterpreted and misapplied. We don’t want to 
land in the extreme ends of legalism or antinomianism. Talk about this with your 
group - have you ever heard these options contrasted before? Encourage one 
another by reading Romans 7:7-25. 

• Pastor Brannon said, “we don’t need to behave righteously, we need to be made 
righteous.” Read 2 Corinthians 5:21 and press into the difference between 
behaving righteously in our strength versus being made righteous in God’s 
strength. (Take time to process/wrestle through this.) 

FINAL THOUGHTS: 

Pastor Brannon challenged us that loving others always means asking tough 
questions. He presented the reflection question “Jesus, where have I bought into either/
or when you have called me to both/and?” Use this question in your group and/or 
personal reflection this week. 

First Steps (PERSONAL REFLECTION): look back at your life over the past week/
month. How often have you spent time with Jesus versus spending time trying to 
be righteous in your own doing? Why do you drift one way or another? Meditate 
on 2 Corinthians 5:21 & Romans 7:7-25 this week. 

Next Steps (SPIRITUAL GROWTH): “we’re not here to fill a building with people, we 
are here to fill people with Jesus.” In what ways has your focus been building-centric 
(Sundays, Wednesdays, Groups, etc.) versus people-centric (in line to get coffee, 
how you treat the server at a restaurant, the person who left dog poop on your 
front lawn) How can you/your community be faithful to the people God has placed 
in your life, regardless of whether they show up at NCC? 


