
GROUP CHECK-IN:  

Part of the rhythms of us as a group is to move beyond just learning but moving 
through life together. This space to start is a great way to begin to move into 
sharing rhythms together, trusting and being faithful with the relationships 
entrusted to us.  

Ask: What’s something you’re looking forward to about the coming season? 
What’s something you feel anxiety or uncertainty about? 

Give space for everyone to answer, stopping to pray for one another as the Holy 
Spirit leads. 

MESSAGE TAKEAWAYS: 
“WHERE SHAME WANTS ME TO SEE MY UNWORTHINESS - WHICH IS 

GREAT - AND STOP THERE, JESUS SEES MY UNWORTHINESS - WHICH IS 
GREAT - NAMES MY UNWORTHINESS IN GREAT DETAIL, AND THEN 

UNBELIEVINGLY WANTS TO GIVE ME HIS WORTHINESS - THAT’S GRACE.”  

SUNDAY TEACHING RECAP:  

Week 6 we looked at Matthew 23 and Jesus’ 7 woes pronounced in the Jerusalem 
temple courts to those gathered there, specifically the scribes and Pharisees. 

Take time as a group to reread Matthew 23 out loud in your group. Invite to 
share key words and phrases or repeated words that stand out in the passage. 
Feel free to have multiple readers in different translations (sometimes hearing the 
way others translate a word/phrase differently can shed more light on the truth 
the Holy Spirit wants us to hear.) 
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CONVERSATION QUESTIONS: 

• Pastor Brannon shared the heart of this is 2 ways to try and have peace, but only 
one of these is true. Some try and have peace from the outside in: to behave 
better, do better, try harder, do the right things. The other way is change from 
the inside out: letting Jesus change you. Dialogue about which end of the 
spectrum you find yourself on - what ways have you struggled to perform? How 
can you encourage one another to press into Jesus and let Him change you? 

• Jesus called out the Pharisees and scribes for the tithing of the smallest crops 
and giving faithfully but of the little things that no one else notices. God doesn’t 
need your garden herbs, He needs your heart. Where in our current cultural 
climate might we tend to fall into unbalanced religiosity - giving of certain things 
without surrendering the whole of who we are to Jesus? Ask the Holy Spirit to 
grant you wisdom and discernment if you are unsure or uncertain. We 
shouldn’t feel condemned as though we are for certain not surrendering things, 
rather we should be willing to pray surrendering prayers that if we are Jesus 
would show us and worship Him if we aren’t because His grace is sufficient. 

FINAL THOUGHTS: 

Pastor Brannon brought us the truth: Any time you tie God’s love for you to your 
performance for Him you are slipping into modern-day Pharisaism. 

First Steps (PERSONAL REFLECTION): What does your personal time with Jesus 
look like? When you are spending time with Him, how much is because of a Bible 
study you are doing, a class you are taking, or in preparation for a conversation 
you want to have with someone? How much is just from a love of Jesus, in sitting 
with His Word and just letting Him speak to you? Not for anything outside of just 
that moment? Try and make space this week to just sit with His Word, not thinking 
about other conversations or studies, but just enjoying time with your Heavenly 
Father. 

Next Steps (COMMUNITY GROWTH): The church is the one place where we are 
merciful by reflex and gracious by impulse. When you examine your group, how true 
is this statement? Take time in prayer as a community, asking the Holy Spirit to 
convict you, to encourage one another, and to be a place where you display the 
radical peace with God that comes only through Jesus and Jesus alone. 


