
 

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

December 4, 2022    8:00 and 10:30 am 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church; Concordia, MO 

 
ABOUT TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Advent and Christmas focus our attention on the coming into the world of the one 

through whom the world was made. He comes to establish His eternal kingdom. Re-

flecting on themes from a number of creation Psalms, we will see Jesus is our “Beau-

tiful Savior, King of Creation.” 

 

 
 

P  Pastor          C  Congregation/All 

T  All may make the sign of the cross to remember their baptism. 

 

 

 
Led by the Holy Spirit, we gather for worship.  

We are prepared for worship through Confession and Absolution. 

 
PRELUDE, WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

BAPTISM OF BRADY WILLIAM SHIER  (10:30 am) 
 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS & FORGIVENESS  Matthew 3:2 (adapt.) 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen.  

P The time of Christ’s coming is at hand; the day is drawing near. 

C A voice cries in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord!” 

P So that day does not surprise us unprepared, let us then confess our sins to God 

our Father.  

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 

done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly de-

serve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,  

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 

we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 

P He who is coming has come! Jesus’ birth among us brings us light; His death 

for our transgressions brings us life. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Fa-

ther and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

 

OPENING HYMN 344  “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 
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SALUTATION & COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you.  

P Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, 

that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through 

the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen.  

 

 

VERSE OF THE MONTH  1 John 5:11  

C This is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  

 

 

ANTHEM  “Come as King!” by Dana Mengel (10:30 am) 

 

 

 
We hear God’s Word read and proclaimed,  

and we respond with our prayers and praise, tithes and offerings. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 11:1–10  

Isaiah foretells a future ruler from the family of Jesse (King David’s father). This 

Spirit-filled ruler will bring unity where there was once division and discord. 
  

1There shall come forth a shoot from the 

stump of Jesse, and a branch from his 

roots shall bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of 

the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit 

of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit 

of counsel and might, the Spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of 

the LORD. He shall not judge by what 

his eyes see, or decide disputes by what 

his ears hear, 4but with righteousness he 

shall judge the poor, and decide with 

equity for the meek of the earth; and he 

shall strike the earth with the rod of his 

mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 

shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness 

shall be the belt of his waist, and faith-

fulness the belt of his loins. 6The wolf 

shall dwell with the lamb, and the leop-

ard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fat-

tened calf together; and a little child 

shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear 

shall graze; their young shall lie down 

together; and the lion shall eat straw 

like the ox. 8The nursing child shall 

play over the hole of the cobra, and the 

weaned child shall put his hand on the 

adder’s den. 9They shall not hurt or de-

stroy in all my holy mountain; for the 

earth shall be full of the knowledge of 

the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 
10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall 

stand as a signal for the peoples—of 

him shall the nations inquire, and his 

resting place shall be glorious.  
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM  Psalm 107:23–32 

P Some went down to the sea in ships, 

C doing business on the great waters; 

P they saw the deeds of the LORD, 

C his wondrous works in the deep. 

P For he commanded and raised the stormy wind, 

C which lifted up the waves of the sea. 

P They mounted up to heaven; they went down to the depths; 

C their courage melted away in their evil plight; 

P they reeled and staggered like drunken men 

C and were at their wits’ end. 

P Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, 

C and he delivered them from their distress. 

P He made the storm be still, 

C and the waves of the sea were hushed. 

P Then they were glad that the waters were quiet, 

C and he brought them to their desired haven. 

P Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, 

C for his wondrous works to the children of man! 

P Let them extol him in the congregation of the people, 

C and praise him in the assembly of the elders. 

 

 

EPISTLE  Romans 15:4–13  

Saint Paul prays that the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing. 
  

4Whatever was written in former days 

was written for our instruction, that 

through endurance and through the en-

couragement of the Scriptures we might 

have hope. 5May the God of endurance 

and encouragement grant you to live in 

such harmony with one another, in ac-

cord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you 

may with one voice glorify the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7There-

fore welcome one another as Christ has 

welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
8For I tell you that Christ became a 

servant to the circumcised to show 

God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm 

the promises given to the patriarchs, 

9and in order that the Gentiles might 

glorify God for his mercy. As it is writ-

ten, “Therefore I will praise you among 

the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 
10And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gen-

tiles, with his people.” 11And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and 

let all the peoples extol him.” 12And 

again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse 

will come, even he who arises to rule 

the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles 

hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all 

joy and peace in believing, so that by 

the power of the Holy Spirit you may 

abound in hope.  
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  
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HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 3:1–12  

John the Baptist says to prepare the way for the Lord Jesus. 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.  

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

1In those days John the Baptist came 

preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
2”Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 

at hand.” 3For this is he who was spo-

ken of by the prophet Isaiah when he 

said, “The voice of one crying in the 

wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 

Lord; make his paths straight.’” 
4Now John wore a garment of camel’s 

hair and a leather belt around his waist, 

and his food was locusts and wild 

honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea 

and all the region about the Jordan were 

going out to him, 6and they were bap-

tized by him in the river Jordan, con-

fessing their sins. 
7But when he saw many of the Phari-

sees and Sadducees coming for baptism, 

he said to them, “You brood of vipers! 

Who warned you to flee from the wrath 

to come? 8Bear fruit in keeping with re-

pentance. 9And do not presume to say to 

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 

father,’ for I tell you, God is able from 

these stones to raise up children for 

Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to 

the root of the trees. Every tree there-

fore that does not bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into the fire. 
11”I baptize you with water for repent-

ance, but he who is coming after me is 

mightier than I, whose sandals I am not 

worthy to carry. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, and he 

will clear his threshing floor and gather 

his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he 

will burn with unquenchable fire.”  
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

CREED  See the inside back cover of the hymnal.  

 

 

SERMON HYMN 352  “Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”  

 

 

SERMON  Beautiful Savior: “Life with God; Life from God”  

 

 
GATHERING OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS 

Please record your attendance on the friendship register in each pew  

and pass the register down the pew so all may record their attendance.  

 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

After each petition:   

P Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  
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The 10:30 am service concludes with the Lord’s Prayer, Benediction,  

and Closing Hymn 333, “Once He Came in Blessing.” 
 

 

 
We receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation  

as we share the Sacrament of the Altar. 

 
PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary … evermore praising You and singing: 
 

 

SANCTUS | Holy, Holy, Holy  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

Tune: PUER NOBIS (“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”) 

C (sung) O holy, holy, holy One 

All pow’r and might are Yours alone. 

With loud hosannas now we sing 

Our praises to our coming King. 
 

 
WORDS OF OUR LORD 

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST  1 Corinthians 11:26 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  Matthew 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

PAX DOMINI | Peace of the Lord  John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI | Lamb of God  John 1:29 

Tune: PUER NOBIS (“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”) 

C (sung) O Lamb of God, upon the cross 

You bore the weight of sin for us. 

In Your great mercy and Your love 

Give us Your peace from heav’n above. 

 

 

We believe that in the Lord’s Supper our Lord gives to us His true 

body and blood with the bread and the wine for the forgiveness of 

our sins. We recognize the charge that St. Paul offers in 1 Corin-

thians 11:27–28 that those who come to receive the Lord’s Supper 

ought to examine themselves so that they do not eat and drink in an 

unworthy manner. Therefore, out of concern for those who have not 

been instructed in the faith or who hold to a different confession, 

we ask that only members of Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

congregations receive the Sacrament. If you would like to learn 

more about what our congregation teaches, to inquire about be-

coming a member or have questions about our practice, please 

speak to one of the pastors. Adults and children who have not yet 

been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith are invited to 

come forward and receive a spoken blessing at the altar rail.  

For those who have problems consuming alcohol, you are invited to 

receive diluted wine from the purple glasses in the center of the tray 

of individual cups. For those who have dietary restrictions, gluten 

free wafers are available upon request.  

 

 

Music during distribution:  

ANTHEM  “Come as King!” by Dana Mengel 

HYMN 537  “Beautiful Savior” (choir only: verse 3) 

HYMN 347  “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”  

HYMN 341  “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”  

 

 

 
Even as this time of worship ends, we go out of the church into the worship  

of our everyday lives, ready to be God’s witnesses and do His will. 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER & BLESSING 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN 333  “Once He Came in Blessing”  
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SENDING & POSTLUDE 

P Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

 

This week’s takeaway: As all creation proclaims the glory, power, and might of our 

God the Creator, we are reminded of our insignificance and fragility. But as Psalm 

107 assures us, those who cry out to the Lord will be delivered. He reins in crea-

tion, draws near to us in Jesus, and stays with us, giving us all the power of His for-

giveness and life. How does the constant presence of Almighty God with you and for 

you change how you see your everyday life? 

 

 
 
Portions of this service from Lutheran Service Book, copyright © 2006, Concordia Publishing House. Worship themes adapted from “Beau-

tiful Savior, King of Creation” Copyright © 2013, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO. Used with permission. 

 

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 

by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  

 

Church year icon on cover designed using resources from Flaticon.com; used with permission. 

 

 
SERVING IN THIS SERVICE 

Rev. Andrew Lehenbauer, Preacher 

Rev. Michael Pottschmidt, Liturgist 

Katie Drefs, Organist 

Abigayle Hartwig, Hower Jiang, Acolytes (8:00 am) 

Katlyn Maggert, Eian Grass, Acolytes (10:30 am)  

Paula and Bruce Hass, Greeters (8:00 am) 

Richard and Linda Strobel, Greeters (10:30 am) 

 

 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Please contact the church office to keep our prayer list up-to-date. 

 Healing: Velma Hinck, Gracie Bobzin, Arleen Fiene, Marvin Moore, Jennifer 

Huecker, Lora Kempfe, Art Jaster, Darla Wolters, Tim Bergman, Violet Kirch-

hoff, Barbie Cowherd, Terry Wiles, Amy Backus, Lucas Todd, Beth Maggert,  

Janet Schlueter, David Rehmsmeyer, Jim Marshall, Dannie Griffit, Norma Wei-

senborn, Marcus Bodenstab, Lari Huntze, Johnny Cowherd, Angel Engle, Kelly 

Meyer, Shirley Kimball 

 Wedding: Clint and Sarah Stuenkel who were united in marriage December 3 

 Nation and World: the people of the United States of America  

 Partners in Mission: Great Commission Lutheran Church; St. Louis, MO and 

Rev. Dr. Dwight Dickenson 

 Birthdays: (12/4) Ricky Flandermeyer, Owen Isdell, Bradyn Jenkins, Taylor 

Steinkuhler; (12/5) Nicole Brackman, Travis Lemmert, Eli Martens, Jonah Virus; 

(12/6) Lillian Roepe; (12/7) Jeff Bushman, Laura Eckhoff, Suzie Stegmann, 
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Joshalyn Vassar, Ella Virus; (12/8) Amaya Shaffer; (12/9) Kahlan Haase, Katlyn 

Maggert, Ali Schnakenberg, Mary Beth Self; (12/10) Kerrie Armbruster, Tim 

Heimsoth, Josiah Krause, Gunner Vassar  

 Anniversaries: (11/4) Rolland & Joyce Beerman; (12/5) Jon & Amy Lange  

 

 
FAMILY FOOTNOTES 

Gina Martens, Family Life Director 

“Faith is not the belief that God will do what you want. Faith is the belief that God 

will do what is right.” This is one of many sticky-note worthy quotes that I have 

scribbled down. God’s promises are most certainly true, but it is the painstaking 

process of earthly circumstances that sometimes wear on us. Psalm 40:1 says, “I 

waited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry.” Patiently...pa-

tiently...patiently. Sometimes that valley seems awfully deep and lonely and what 

patience you have left is unraveling at an alarming rate. You wonder if God still 

hears the prayer you have been repeating over and over. Know this, dear friend, He 

most certainly does. Our hope rests in God’s promises. Our hope rests in His Son, 

Jesus. Hope is not ignoring reality. Hope is acknowledging reality, but in that same 

instant knowing and believing that God has a plan, a plan greater than us, a plan that 

we may not be able to fathom, but nonetheless a plan that will reveal His glory and 

perfect will. Know that in the middle of our storms we are His dearly beloved chil-

dren, and He will not abandon us. Psalm 40:4 says, “Blessed is the man who makes 

the LORD his trust.” Many times we forget that this kind of trust is forged in the 

fire. God is not picking on us, He is personally picking us to live out His glory in 

the midst of our circumstances as He equips us to carry out His will. Dear Lord, we 

are thankful today and always for the ways in which You provide for us and bless us 

daily. We are in awe of Your magnificence. Help us to know that You are there for 

us even when our circumstances scream otherwise. Enable us to hear Your voice of 

truth above the roar of the world. Help us to know that You created us each 

uniquely to serve You. (Quote taken from Grace for the Moment by Max Lucado). 

 

 

 
PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK’S WORSHIP 

Isaiah 35:1–10; James 5:7–11; Matthew 11:2–15 

Hymns (Lutheran Service Book): 348, 782, 346, 345, 636, 334 

 

 

 

 

 
“Making a Christ-centered difference in our community and world today and for eternity.” 

 
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL  

401 S. MAIN STREET, CONCORDIA, MO 64020 
STPAULSCONCORDIA.ORG | FACEBOOK.COM/STPAULSCONCORDIAMO 


