
 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
MARCH 19, 2023 | 8:00 AND 10:30 AM 
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH; CONCORDIA, MO 

 
ABOUT TODAY’S WORSHIP 

This series will explore selected passages from “The Essential Jesus.” This Bible 

reading plan includes 100 passages from both the Old and New Testaments, in which 

we will discover who Jesus is and why He is so significant, life-transforming. We 

will discover why God sent Jesus, what Jesus taught, how He treated people, why He 

did miracles, and the meaning of His death, the significance of His resurrection, and 

what the Bible says about His second coming. The Bible reading plan and daily 

tracker are available in the narthex and on the YouVersion Bible app. 

 
 

P  Pastor          C  Congregation/All 

T  All may make the sign of the cross to remember their baptism. 

 

 

 
Led by the Holy Spirit, we gather for worship.  

We are prepared for worship through Confession and Absolution. 

 

PRELUDE  “If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee” (Joyful Sounds Choir, 10:30 am) 

(See hymn 750, vv. 1, 3–4 for text.) 

 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

OPENING HYMN 583  “God Has Spoken by His Prophets” 
 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS & FORGIVENESS   

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

We silently reflect upon our personal sin and guilt. 
 

P Do you sincerely confess that you have sinned against God and have deserved 

His anger and punishment? Then declare so by saying: I do confess. 

C I do confess. 

P Truly, we should confess; for Holy Scripture declares: “If we say we have no 

sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8 NIV). 
 

P Do you heartily repent of all your sins committed in thought, word and deed? 

Then declare so by saying: I do repent. 

C I do repent. 

P Truly, we should repent as did the penitent sinners of the Bible: King David, 

who prayed for a contrite heart; Peter, who wept bitterly; the sinful woman; the 

prodigal son; and others.   
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P Do you sincerely believe that God, by grace, for Jesus’ sake, will forgive you 

all your sins? Then declare so by saying: I do believe. 

C I do believe.   

P Truly, we should believe, for Holy Scripture declares: “For God so loved the 

world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 

not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16 NKJV). 
 

P Do you promise that with the aid of the Holy Spirit you will from this day for-

ward change your sinful life? Then declare so by saying: I do promise. 

C I do promise. 

P Truly, we should so promise, for Christ, the Lord, says: “Let your light shine 

before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your  

Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). 
 

P Finally, do you believe that through me, a called servant of God, you will re-

ceive the forgiveness of all your sins? Then declare so by saying: I do believe. 

C I do believe. 

P And as you believe and promise, so may it be to you. Upon this your confes-

sion, I by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the Word, an-

nounce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

 

 
SALUTATION & COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you.  

C And also with you.  

P Lord God, heavenly Father, through the prophet Jonah, You continued the pro-

phetic pattern of teaching Your people the true faith and demonstrating through 

miracles Your presence in creation to heal it of its brokenness. Grant that Your 

Church may see in Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the final end-times prophet 

whose teaching and miracles continue in Your Church through the healing 

medicine of the Gospel and the Sacraments; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen.  

 

 

VERSE OF THE MONTH  Galatians 2:20  

C I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who 

lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 

God, who loved me and gave himself for me.  

 

 

 
We hear God’s Word read and proclaimed,  

and we respond with our prayers and praise, tithes and offerings. 
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ANTHEM  “Behold the Lamb,” by Dana Mengel (Joyful Sounds Choir, 10:30 am) 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Jonah 1:7–17; 2:10  

Trying to escape God’s call, Jonah finds himself swallowed by a big fish and in its 

belly for three days and three nights. 
  

7[The mariners] said to one another, 

“Come, let us cast lots, that we may 

know on whose account this evil has 

come upon us.” So they cast lots, and 

the lot fell on Jonah. 8Then they said to 

him, “Tell us on whose account this evil 

has come upon us. What is your occu-

pation? And where do you come from? 

What is your country? And of what peo-

ple are you?” 9And he said to them, “I am 

a Hebrew, and I fear the LORD, the God 

of heaven, who made the sea and the dry 

land.” 10Then the men were exceedingly 

afraid and said to him, “What is this that 

you have done!” For the men knew that 

he was fleeing from the presence of the 

LORD, because he had told them. 
11Then they said to him, “What shall we 

do to you, that the sea may quiet down 

for us?” For the sea grew more and 

more tempestuous. 12He said to them, 

“Pick me up and hurl me into the sea; 

then the sea will quiet down for you, for 

I know it is because of me that this great 

tempest has come upon you.” 13Never-

theless, the men rowed hard to get back 

to dry land, but they could not, for the 

sea grew more and more tempestuous 

against them. 14Therefore they called 

out to the LORD, “O LORD, let us not 

perish for this man's life, and lay not on 

us innocent blood, for you, O LORD, 

have done as it pleased you.” 15So they 

picked up Jonah and hurled him into the 

sea, and the sea ceased from its raging. 
16Then the men feared the LORD ex-

ceedingly, and they offered a sacrifice 

to the LORD and made vows. 
17And the LORD appointed a great fish 

to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in 

the belly of the fish three days and three 

nights. … 
10And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it 

vomited Jonah out upon the dry land.  
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  
 

 

EPISTLE  Ephesians 5:8–14  

Saint Paul says we were once darkness on account of our sin; now we are light in 

the Lord. Give up dark deeds and walk as children of light. 
  

8For at one time you were darkness, but 

now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 

children of light 9(for the fruit of light is 

found in all that is good and right and 

true), 10and try to discern what is pleas-

ing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the un-

fruitful works of darkness, but instead 

expose them. 12For it is shameful even to 

speak of the things that they do in secret. 
13But when anything is exposed by the 

light, it becomes visible, 14for anything 

that becomes visible is light. Therefore it 

says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from 

the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”  
 

P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  
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HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 12:38–42  

The only sign Jesus will give to the religious scribes and Pharisees to confirm His 

identity is the sign of Jonah—the Son of Man will spend three and three nights in 

the ground, a description of His death, burial, and resurrection. 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twelfth chapter.  

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

38Then some of the scribes and  

Pharisees answered [Jesus], saying, 

“Teacher, we wish to see a sign from 

you.” 39But he answered them, “An evil 

and adulterous generation seeks for a 

sign, but no sign will be given to it ex-

cept the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40For 

just as Jonah was three days and three 

nights in the belly of the great fish, so 

will the Son of Man be three days and 

three nights in the heart of the earth. 

41The men of Nineveh will rise up at  

the judgment with this generation and 

condemn it, for they repented at the 

preaching of Jonah, and behold, some-

thing greater than Jonah is here. 42The 

queen of the South will rise up at the 

judgment with this generation and con-

demn it, for she came from the ends of 

the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, 

and behold, something greater than  

Solomon is here.”  
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

CREED  See the inside back cover of the hymnal.  
 

 

SERMON HYMN 462  “All the Earth with Joy Is Sounding”  
 

 

SERMON  The Essential Jesus: “One Greater Than Jonah”  
 
 
GATHERING OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS 

Please record your attendance on the friendship register in each pew  

and pass the register down the pew so all may record their attendance.  
 

 

Music during the offering: 

ANTHEM  “Behold the Lamb,” by Dana Mengel (Joyful Sounds Choir, 8:00 am) 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

After each petition:   

P Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer.  
 

 

The 10:30 am service concludes with the Lord’s Prayer, Benediction,  

and Closing Hymn 543, “What Wondrous Love Is This.” 
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We receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation  

as we share the Sacrament of the Altar. 

 
PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary … evermore praising You and singing: 

 

 

SANCTUS | Holy, Holy, Holy  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

Tune: SOUTHWELL (“Lord Jesus, Think on Me”) 

C (sung) O holy Lord of hosts, 

Our loud hosannas cry: 

Bring Your almighty pow’r to bear; 

Save us, O Lord, we pray. 

 

 
WORDS OF OUR LORD 

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST  1 Corinthians 11:26 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  Matthew 6:9–13 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood 

to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 

passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the 

dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 

remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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PAX DOMINI | Peace of the Lord  John 20:19 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

 

AGNUS DEI | Lamb of God  John 1:29 

Tune: SOUTHWELL (“Lord Jesus, Think on Me”) 

C (sung) O spotless Lamb of God 

Who takes away our sin, 

By Your great mercy and Your grace 

Wash us without, within. 

 

 

We believe that in the Lord’s Supper our Lord gives to us His true 

body and blood with the bread and the wine for the forgiveness of 

our sins. We recognize the charge that St. Paul offers in 1 Corin-

thians 11:27–28 that those who come to receive the Lord’s Supper 

ought to examine themselves so that they do not eat and drink in an 

unworthy manner. Therefore, out of concern for those who have not 

been instructed in the faith or who hold to a different confession, 

we ask that only members of Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

congregations receive the Sacrament. If you would like to learn 

more about what our congregation teaches, to inquire about be-

coming a member or have questions about our practice, please 

speak to one of the pastors. Adults and children who have not yet 

been baptized or instructed in the Christian faith are invited to 

come forward and receive a spoken blessing at the altar rail.  

For those who have problems consuming alcohol, you are invited to 

receive diluted wine from the purple glasses in the center of the tray 

of individual cups. For those who have dietary restrictions, gluten 

free wafers are available upon request.  

 

 

Music during distribution:  

HYMN 750  “If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee” (choir only: v. 4) 

HYMN 542  “When I Behold Jesus Christ”  

HYMN 440  “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”  

 

 

 
Even as this time of worship ends, we go out of the church into the worship  

of our everyday lives, ready to be God’s witnesses and do His will. 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER & BENEDICTION 
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CLOSING HYMN 543  “What Wondrous Love Is This”  

 

 
SENDING & POSTLUDE 

P Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

 

 

This week’s takeaway: Is there any area of your life in which you are trying  

to run away from God? Confess this to God and receive again the forgiveness  

and perfection of your Savior Jesus.  

 

 
 
Portions of this service from Lutheran Service Book, copyright © 2006, Concordia Publishing House.  

 

The Confession of Sins and Forgiveness is adapted from The Lutheran Hymnal, copyright © 1941 by Concordia Publishing House. 

 

The text of the Sanctus and Agnus Dei, copyright © 2017 Michael Pottschmidt. 

 

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001 

by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  

 

Church year icon on cover designed using resources from Flaticon.com; used with permission. 

 

 
SERVING IN THIS SERVICE 

Rev. Andrew Lehenbauer, Liturgist; Rev. Michael Pottschmidt, Preacher 

Katie Drefs, Organist, Joyful Sounds Choir Director; Sarah Sullivan, Soloist 

Victoria Strobel, Ryleigh Thompson Acolytes (8:00 am) 

Eli Beissenherz, Allie Sayre, Acolytes (10:30 am)  

Bruce & Paula Hass, Greeters (8:00 am) 

Kathy Schnakenberg, Greeters (10:30 am) 

 

 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Please contact the church office to keep our prayer list up-to-date. 

• Healing: Jim Ebers, Jon Spells, Jerry Meyer, Jeff Vogt, Dianne Bankston,  

Gracie Bobzin, Jennifer Huecker, Art Jaster, Tim Bergman, Barbie Cowherd, 

Amy Backus, Beth Maggert, David Rehmsmeyer, Jim Marshall, Dannie Griffit, 

Marcus Bodenstab, Lari Huntze, Johnny Cowherd, Angel Engle, Kelly Meyer, 

Shirley Kimball 

• Wedding: Brandon Hinck and Kayla Ellison who were united in marriage yester-

day; Jeremy Goering and Courtney Schelp who will be united in marriage on 

March 25 

• Birth: Helen Mia McKinney Page born to Aaron and Yu Chu Jane Page  

• Nation and World: the people of Andora 

• Partners in Mission: Emmaus Lutheran Church; St. Louis, MO and Rev. 

George Denholm 

• Birthdays: (3/19) Lacey Fiene, Rebecca Haase, Joan Hemme, Stanley Oetting; 
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(3/20) Alan Luebbert; (3/21) Emily Grass, Lucinda Mehl, Richard Nienhueser, 

Eve Strobel; (3/22) Darryl Heimsoth, Joyce Kanoy, Hunter Luedeman, Michael 

Meyer; (3/23) Aaron Frerking, Kip Vassar, Deena Wienberg; (3/24) Carmin 

Duncan, Roger Kammeyer, Simon Schmidt; (3/25) Melissa Hunter  

• Anniversaries: (3/19) Gary & Beth Maggert; (3/20) Thomas & Ruth Bennett, 

Leo & Marilyn Oehlschlaeger 

 

 
FAMILY FOOTNOTES 

Gina Martens, Family Life Director 

I recall a story in one of my devotions several years ago that talked about a group of 

young adults that got together to have some fun swimming in a river. The run-off 

that fed the river had made swimming dangerous, but one of the group jumped in 

anyway. He soon found himself in quite a predicament. The others from the group 

watched terrified from shore as the man desperately struggled. One of the group 

members was a lifeguard. The group was horrified that the lifeguard friend was not 

doing anything. When the man who jumped in the river finally gave up and quit 

flailing and fighting, that is when the lifeguard jumped in to rescue him. Upon arriv-

ing safely on the shore, the friends asked why he (the lifeguard) had not jumped in 

earlier. He responded that until the man gave up his fighting and struggling, he 

would be of no help. The man would have dragged him under and drowned them 

both. Isn’t that sometimes how it is with us? We try our best to do things under our 

own power, fighting with every step to solve something, but to no avail. When we 

finally quit fighting, hopefully we realize that we are no good when limited to our 

own human resources. We need Jesus and His grace and mercy. We don’t have to 

have it all together to come to Him. We don’t have to shoulder the burden until it 

becomes too great to bear. We don’t have to have anything of value to give. There is 

no sin great enough that Jesus will not forgive. Jesus desires our hearts and our total 

dependence. He says in Matthew 11:28, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy 

laden, and I will give you rest.” It is in Christ that we find rest for our souls and the 

strength to move forward, not ourselves. (Story and reflections taken from Devo-

tionals Daily, March 3, 2018, Will You Surrender?) 

 

 
PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK’S WORSHIP 

Ezekiel 37:1–14; Romans 8:1–11; John 11:11–27, 38–53 

Hymns (Lutheran Service Book): 430, 548, 741, 531, 617, 685 

 

 

 

 
“Making a Christ-centered difference in our community and world today and for eternity.” 

 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL  
401 S. MAIN STREET, CONCORDIA, MO 64020 

CHURCH OFFICE: (660) 463-2291 | SCHOOL OFFICE: (660) 463-7654 
STPAULSCONCORDIA.ORG | FACEBOOK.COM/STPAULSCONCORDIAMO 


