ADVENT MIDWEEK 1
DECEMBER 3, 2025 | 10:00 AM
ST. PAUL’'S LUTHERAN CHURCH; CONCORDIA, MO

ABOUT TODAY’S WORSHIP
Our midweek Advent services and Christmas Day celebration will explore the themes
of the hymn “Once He Came in Blessing” (Lutheran Service Book 333). We will
focus on Christ’s first coming in the Incarnation, His current coming to us through
Word and Sacrament, and His final coming in glory to bring us to the full joy of
eternal life.

(P} Pastor Congregation/All
- All may make the sign of the cross to remember their baptism.

PRELUDE, WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN 338 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

OPENING SENTENCES Genesis 3:15 NIV, Luke 4:18—19; 2 Peter 3:8-9, 13

(P) In the name of the Father and of the "I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(P) The LORD God said to the serpent, “I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you
will strike his heel.”

Christ has come. Christ is here. Christ will come again.

(P) Jesus said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to

proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the cap-

tives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are op-
pressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Christ has come. Christ is here. Christ will come again.

Do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thou-

sand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his

promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that
any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. ... According to his
promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteous-
ness dwells.

Christ has come. Christ is here. Christ will come again.

@



COLLECT FOR ADVENT

(P) Lord Jesus Christ, who once came among us in lowliness to bear our sin, who

today strengthens and leads us in Word and Sacrament, and who will come

again in power and glory on the Last Day, continually bless us with Your grace
that we may believe and confess You in joyful expectation of Your full blessing
of eternal life; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 1:10-18; Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 5:27-32

After each reading:
(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THEME VERSE “Once He Came in Blessing” (Hymn 333, verse 1)
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SERMON Once He Came in Blessing: “Blessed by the Incarnation”

SERMON HYMN 332 “Savior of the Nations, Come”

GATHERING OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS
All may sign the friendship register found in each pew.



PRAYER

After each petition.

(P) ... letus pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

(P) Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

ADVENT BENEDICTION Romans 15:13

(P} Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

(P} May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
The almighty and merciful God, the Father, the -+ Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve you.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN 353 “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring”

SENDING & POSTLUDE
(P) Go in peace; serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Portions of this service from Lutheran Service Book, copyright © 2006, Concordia Publishing House. Used with permission.
“Once He Came in Blessing” public domain

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016. Copyright © 2001
by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.

Church year icon on cover designed using resources from Flaticon.com; used with permission.
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