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And comm�nit� is one gi[ the Spirit �ses to make �s more Ѵike Jes�sĺ B�t comm�nit� ine�itabѴ� creates conflictĺ So to recei�e 
the Jes�sŊforming gi[ of comm�nit�ķ �e m�st gro� in the �a� �e handѴe conflictĺ As a ch�rch �e are commi�ed to resoѴ�ing 
conflict in a �a� that makes Jes�s Ѵook a�racঞ�e and �s more Ѵike Jes�sĺ We tr�st that the foѴѴo�ing g�ide �iѴѴ ser�e as a conŊ
ঞn�aѴ reso�rŊ
ce for �o�ķ esŊ
peciaѴѴ� in the 
cconte�t of conŊ
flictĺ 
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Pro�erbs ѵĹƐѵŊƑƖ ŉŉ Pro�erbs ƐѵĹƒƑ ŉŉ Pro�erbs ƐƕĹƐƓ

Pro�erbs ƐѶĹƐƖ ŉŉ Pro�erbs ƑƏĹƒ ŉŉ Ma�he� ƔĹƑƒŊƑƓ

Ma�he� ƐѶĹƐƔŊƒƔ ŉŉ Romans ƐƑĹƐƓŊƑƐ ŉŉ James ƓĹƐŊƐƏ 

Ɛ Peter ƔĹƔŊƕ ŉŉ Ephesians ƓĹƐŊƒ ŉŉ PhiѴippians ƑĹƔŊƐƐ

°ƩȵǠȲɋɓȵƷȽژɋȏژȵƷƌư
ژȵƷȂƷȂƨƷȵژƌȄưژژژژژژ
ƩȏȄȽǠưƷȵǠȄǒژɬǚƷȄژژژژژژژژژژ
ژيƩȏȄˠǠƩɋژژژژژژژژژژژژژژ

¾ǚƷژ¥ƷƌƩƷȂƌǵƷȵټȽژ¥ǹƷưǒƷ
As peopѴe reconciѴed to God b� the death and res�rreŊ
cঞon of Jes�sķ �e beѴie�e �e are caѴѴed to respond to 
conflict in a �a� that is disঞncঞ�eѴ� Chrisঞanĺ We aѴso
beѴie�e conflict pro�ides an opport�nit� to gѴorif�
Jes�sķ ser�e othersķ and gro� in ChristѴikenessĺ $hereŊ
foreķ in response to Godŝs Ѵo�e and in reѴiance �pon His
ggraceķ �e commit to respond to conflict according to
the foѴѴo�ing 
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GƷɋژɋǚƷژkȏǒژ�ɓɋ

GȏًژGƷȄɋǹɲژ¨ƷȽɋȏȵƷ
äȏɓȵژ�ȵȏɋǚƷȵ
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GǹȏȵǠǑɲژeƷȽɓȽ
�nstead of foc�sing on o�r
�o�nds or �hat others
ha�e done Őor �iѴѴ doőķ �e 
foc�s on the person of
Jes�sĺ As a discipѴe of Jes�sķ
�e seek to pѴease Jes�s
bb� depending on Himķ faiŊ
thf�ѴѴ� obe�ing His commŊ
andsķ and b� seeking to
maintain a Ѵo�ingķ mercif�Ѵķ
and forgi�ing aমt�deĺ

GƷɋژɋǚƷژkȏǒ
�ɓɋ
�nstead of a�acking others
or d�eѴѴing on their �rongsķ
�e �iѴѴ take responsibiѴit�
for o�r o�n contrib�ঞon
to conflicts b�Ĺ confessing
o�r sinsķ asking Jes�s to
chanchange o�r aমt�des and
habits that Ѵead to conflictķ
and seeking to repair an� 
harm �eĽ�e ca�sedĺ

GȏًژGƷȄɋǹɲژ
¨ƷȽɋȏȵƷ
äȏɓȵژ�ȵȏɋǚƷȵ
�nstead of pretending that
conflict doesnŝt e�ist or
taѴking abo�t others 
behind their backsķ �e �iѴѴ
choose to o�erѴook minor
offensesķ or taѴk directѴ�
and gand gracio�sѴ� �ith those
�hose offenses seem too
serio�s to o�erѴookĺ 

When conflict �ith 
another Chrisঞan cannot 
be resoѴ�ed in pri�ateķ �eĽѴѴ 
ask others in the bod� of 
Christ Christ to heѴp �s se�Ѵe the
ma�er in a bibѴicaѴ and 
gracio�s �a�ĺ

�Ʒژ¨ƷƩȏȄƩǠǹƷư

�nstead of accepঞng premŊ
at�re compromises or
aѴѴo�ing reѴaঞonships to
�itherķ �e �iѴѴ acঞ�eѴ�
p�rs�e gen�ine peace and
reconciѴiaঞon b� forgi�ing
oothers as God has forgi�en
�sķ and b� seeking f�st and
m�t�aѴѴ� beneCciaѴ soѴ�ঞŊ
onsĺ 

B� Godŝs graceķ �eŝѴѴ
appѴ� these tr�thsķ reaѴi�ing
that conflict is an opport�Ŋ
nitnit�ķ not an accidentĺ 

We �iѴѴ remember that 
s�ccess in Godŝs e�es is 
not a ma�er of speciCc 
res�Ѵtsķ b�t of faithf�Ѵ 
obedienceĺ

And �eĽѴѴ pra� that o�r serŊ
�i�ice as peacemakers makes
Jes�s Ѵook a�racঞ�e to a
�atching �orѴdĺ 

¾ǚƷژȵƷȽɋژȏǑژɋǚǠȽژǒɓǠưƷژƌȲȲǹǠƷȽ
ɋǚƷȽƷژȲȵǠȄƩǠȲǹƷȽژɋȏژɋǚȵƷƷژ
ȽɋƌǒƷȽژȏǑژƩȏȄˠǠƩɋژȵƷȽȏǹɓɋǠȏȄي ȵƷȲƌȵǠȄǒ¥ژِ׏ GȏǠȄǒژِא ȄưɓȵǠȄǒ-ژِב

�ƷǑȏȵƷژäȏɓژ�ȏȄɋǠȄɓƷِِِ Stopķ read the passages on the pre�io�s pageķ and pra�ĺ Ask Jes�s to gi�e 
 �o� an abiding desire to adorn the Good �e�s of Jes�sķ especiaѴѴ� thro�gh conflictĺ  
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¥ȵƷȲƌȵǠȄǒژɋǚƷ
�ȲȲȏȵɋɓȄǠɋɲژȏǑژ
�ȏȄˠǠƩɋ
Conflict is not necessariѴ� bad or destr�cঞ�eĺ E�en �hen ca�sed b� sin and ca�ses
great harmķ God �ses conflict for good ŐRom ѶĹƑѶőĺ As Pa�Ѵ �rote in Ɛ Corinthians
ƐƏĹƒƐŊ ƐƐĹƐķ conflict pro�ides bea�ঞf�Ѵ opport�niঞes toĹ

So d�ring conflictķ �e m�st sta� in schooѴ b� h�mbѴ� asking Jes�sķ

Jes�s o[en �ses conflict to teach �s more abo�t o�rseѴ�es than othersĸ this is �h� the BibѴe instr�sts that 
�e remo�e o�r o�n Ѵogs before addressing anotherĽs speckĺ 

ÞO�¾ژ�%ژä�ÅژÞ�w¾ژ�¾ژÅ°-ژ��wFkU���-¾ژ�¾ژ¾Oژu-ّ

Gk�¨UFäژe-°Å°ژƨɲ
ɋȵɓȽɋǠȄǒژOǠȂًژ
ȏƨƷɲǠȄǒژOǠȂًژƌȄưژ
ǠȂǠɋƌɋǠȄǒژOǠȂِ

°-¨Ý-ژ�¾O-¨°ژƨɲ
ƨƷƌȵǠȄǒژɋǚƷǠȵ
ƨɓȵưƷȄȽژȏȵژ
ƩȏȄǑȵȏȄɋǠȄǒژǠȄژǹȏɫƷِ

�-��u-ژu�¨-ژ
kUh-ژ�O¨U°¾ژƨɲ
ƩȏȄǑƷȽȽǠȄǒژȽǠȄژƌȄưژ
ɋɓȵȄǠȄǒژǑȵȏȂ
ƌɋɋǠɋɓưƷȽژɋǚƌɋژ
ȲȵȏȂȏɋƷژƩȏȄˠǠƩɋِ

When Pa�Ѵ �rged the Corinthians to Ѵi�e Şto the gѴor� of GodķŞ he meant in their
da�ŊtoŊda� Ѵifeķ especiaѴѴ� in hard moments of conflictĺ Making Jes�s Ѵook
a�racঞ�e is aѴ�a�s the goaѴķ in e�er�thingĺ What be�er �a� to sho� the
difference Jes�s makesķ than b� sho�ing the difference He makes in conflictĵ



G-¾ژ¾O-ژk�Gژ�Å¾
$he most chaѴѴenging part of peacemaking is fo�nd in Ma�he� ƕĹƔķ �here Jes�s 
admonishes �s toĺĺĺ

Geমng the Ѵog o�t of o�r e�e ret�ires 
geমng to the root ca�se of the �rong beŊ
ha�iorĺ $he BibѴe teaches that conflict 
comes from the Şdesires at �ar �ithin 
�o�Ş ŐJam ƓĹƐŊƒĸ Ma� ƐƔĹƐѶŊƐƖőĺ Some of
these desires are ob�io�sѴ� sinf�Ѵ Ő�anঞng
tto conceaѴ the tr�thķ re�engeķ etcĺő �n 
man� sit�aঞonsķ ho�e�erķ conflict is 
f�eѴed b� good desires eѴe�ated to a sinf�Ѵ 
pѴaceķ s�ch as an �nheaѴth� cra�ing to be 
�nderstoodķ Ѵo�edķ respected or �indicated 
ŐƐ Pet ƑĹƑƒőĺ
An� ঞme �o� become e�cessi�eѴ� preocŊ
c�pied �ith something Őe�en a good thiŊ
ngőķ and seek to Cnd saঞsfacঞonķ signiCcŊ
anceķ or sec�rit� in it rather than Godķ 
�o� are g�iѴt� of idoѴatr�ĺ �doѴatr� ine�itaŊ
bѴ� Ѵeads to conflict �ith God and othersĺ 
AsAs James �ritesķ �hen �e �ant somethŊ
ing b�t donĽt get itķ �e kiѴѴ and co�etķ 
t�arreѴķ and Cght ŐJam ƓĹƐŊƓőĺ

ژȽƷƷژɬǠǹǹژɲȏɓژɋǚƷȄژƌȄưژƷɲƷًژȏɬȄژɲȏɓȵژȏǑژȏɓɋژǹȏǒژɋǚƷژɋƌǵƷژȵȽɋ˟ِِِٹ
ƩǹƷƌȵǹɲژɋȏژɋƌǵƷژɋǚƷژȽȲƷƩǵژȏɓɋژȏǑژɲȏɓȵژƨȵȏɋǚƷȵٔȽژƷɲƷِِِٺ

Consider �o�r o�n aমt�des and biasesĺ 
CriঞcaѴķ negaঞ�eķ or o�erѴ� sensiঞ�e aমt�Ŋ
des Ѵead to �nnecessar� conflictĺ �ne �a� 
to see �o�r aমt�de is b� meditaঞng on 
PhiѴ ƓĹƑŊƖķ �hich describes a disঞncঞ�eѴ� 
Chrisঞan aমt�deķ especiaѴѴ� in conflictĺ

F U ¨ ° ¾

Consider �o�r sinf�Ѵ �ords andņor acঞonsĺ
We are o[en bѴind to o�r o�n faiѴ�resķ 
and t�ick to f�sঞf� o�r beha�iorsĺ So �e 
aѴѴ need honest friends �ho �iѴѴ heѴp �s 
see o�r contrib�ঞon to conflictĺ
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¾ǚƷȵƷژƌȵƷژɋɬȏژǵǠȄưȽژȏǑژǹȏǒȽژ
ɋȏژǹȏȏǵژǑȏȵژɬǚǠǹƷژǠȄژƩȏȄˠǠƩɋِ
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ژȽƷǹǑژɬǠɋǚژǚƷǹȲژǑȏȵژȏɋǚƷȵȽژƌȄưژeƷȽɓȽژ�Ƚǵژِ׏
ƌɬƌȵƷȄƷȽȽژ׏٢ژeȄژ٣ِזي׏ژ

Ask God to sho� �here �o� ha�e been g�iѴt� of 
Ş�rong �orshipķŞ foc�sing on something other than 
Jes�s and His desires ŐPs ƐƒƖĹƑƒŊƑƓőĺ

Ŋ �denঞf� and reno�nce the desire contrib�ঞng 
to the conflictĺ

Ŋ P�rs�e right �orshipĺ 
i� �o�r heart and mind 
on Jes�sķ and seek fo� in Him aѴoneĺ

Ŋ Gi�e others permission to speak into �o�r Ѵife 
and reg�ѴarѴ� ask them to heѴp �o� see an� ŞѴogsŞ 
both in aমt�de and acঞonĺ

ژƌȽژȽȏȏȄژƌȽژǠȄɫȏǹɫƷưژȲƷȏȲǹƷژɋǚƷژ�ưưȵƷȽȽژِא
ȲȏȽȽǠƨǹƷ٢ژuƌɋɋژًגאٮבאيדژ¥ȵȏɫ٣ِדٮ׏يהژ

Be�are of in�iঞng a third person into the conflict 
before �o�Ľ�e taѴked to the one �o�Ľre in conflict 
�ithĺ 

$hatŝs creaঞng an unhoѴ� trinit�ĺ �f �o� taѴk to a 
third personķ abide b� the ƑƓ ho�r r�Ѵeĺ �imit 
�o�rseѴf to ƑƓ ho�rs to taѴk to the one �o�Ľre in 
cconflict �ithĺ

ȂƌɲƨƷِٓژƌȄưژƨɓɋًژǠǑًٓژ�ɫȏǠưژِב ژƨȏɋǚژɬǠɋǚژȲȏȽȽǠƨǹƷژɬǚƷȄژȽȲƷƩǠ˟ƩًژƨƷژƷɱƩɓȽƷȽٕژȂƌǵƷژȏȄٔɋ%ژ
ƌɋɋǠɋɓưƷȽژƌȄưژƌƩɋǠȏȄȽ٢ژkǵ٣ِגאٮו׏يד׏ژ

kȏȵƷȂژUȲȽɓȂژِג�ȲȏǹȏǒǠɼƷژƨɲژƷɱȲȵƷȽȽǠȄǒژȽȏȵȵȏɬژȏɫƷȵژɲȏɓȵژȽǠȄژƌȄưژɋǚƷژǚƌȵȂژǠɋټȽژƩƌɓȽƷư٢ژkǵ٣ِ׏אيד׏ژ

٣ِב׏يזאژȵȏɫ¥٢ژǑȏȵǒǠɫƷȄƷȽȽژǑȏȵژ�Ƚǵژِד

٣ِחٮ׏يח׏ژ٢kǵژƩȏȄȽƷȴɓƷȄƩƷȽژɋǚƷژ�ƩƩƷȲɋژِה

�ژƨƷǚƌɫǠȏȵِژɲȏɓȵژ�ǹɋƷȵژِוȏȂȂǠɋژɋȏژƩǚƌȄǒǠȄǒژǚƌȵȂǑɓǹژǚƌƨǠɋȽ٢ژ-Ȳǚژًאבٮאאيגژeǚ٣ِ׏׏يזژ

$hese se�en steps are o[en o�erѴooked in conflictĺ B�t itĽs aѴ�a�s �ise to Crst ask
ho� Jes�s �ants to �se this conflict to make �s a more Ѵike Himĺ

HereĽs a se�enŊstep process to heѴp e�amine �o�rseѴf before �o� mo�e 
for�ard in peacemakingĹ
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�ɫƷȵǹȏȏǵژkǠɋɋǹƷژ°ɋɓǑǑ
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�ɫƷȵǹȏȏǵژkǠɋɋǹƷژ°ɋɓǑǑ

Peacemaking in�oѴ�es going to others to heѴp them �nderstand ho� the� ha�e 
contrib�ted to confѴictĺ Ho�e�erķ before confrontingķ remember that o�erѴookŊ
ing minor offenses is commended ŐPro� ƐƖĹƐƐőĺ As a generaѴ r�Ѵeķ an offense 
sho�Ѵd be o�erѴooked if �o� can ans�er ŞnoŞ to an� of the foѴѴo�ing t�estionsĹ

UȽژɋǚƷژȏǑǑƷȄȽƷژȽƷȵǠȏɓȽǹɲژưǠȽǚȏȄȏȵǠȄǒژGȏưّ

OƌȽژǠɋژȲƷȵȂƌȄƷȄɋǹɲژưƌȂƌǒƷưژƌژȵƷǹƌɋǠȏȄȽǚǠȲّ

UȽژǠɋژȽƷȵǠȏɓȽǹɲژǚɓȵɋǠȄǒژȏɋǚƷȵȽّ

UȽژǠɋژȽƷȵǠȏɓȽǹɲژǚɓȵɋǠȄǒژɋǚƷژȏǑǑƷȄưƷȵّ

%ȏȄټɋژ°ȲȵƷƌưژ�Ǡǒژ°ɋɓǑǑ

�f �o� ans�ered Ş�esŞ to an� of the t�estions abo�eķ an offense is too serio�s to
o�erѴookĺ $he BibѴeĽs cѴearķ go and taѴk to the offender gentѴ�ķ Ѵo�ingѴ�ķ and

pri�ateѴ� ŐMatt ƐѶĹƐƔőĺ We caѴѴ this r�nning to the tensionĺ

¥ȵƌɲژǑȏȵژǚɓȂǠǹǠɋɲژ
٣ِדيדژƷɋ¥ژ׏٢
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ǚȏɬژɲȏɓټưژɬƌȄɋژɋȏژ

ƨƷژƩȏȄǑȵȏȄɋƷư
٢¥ȵȏɫ٣ِבאيה׏ژٕאٮ׏يד׏ژ

¾ȵɓȽɋژeƷȽɓȽ
٢¥ȽƌǹȂ٣ِבيובژ

kǠȽɋƷȄژƩƌȵƷǑɓǹǹɲ
٢¥ȵȏɫ٣ِב׏يז׏ژ

�ȽȽɓȂƷژɋǚƷژƨƷȽɋ
ɓȄɋǠǹژǑƌƩɋȽژȲȵȏɫƷ

ȏɋǚƷȵɬǠȽƷ
٢¥ȵȏɫ٣ِו׏يז׏ژ

�ȽǵژǑȏȵژǑƷƷưƨƌƩǵ
ǑȵȏȂژɋǚƷژȏɋǚƷȵ

ȲƷȵȽȏȄ٢ژ¥ȵȏɫ٣ِאيז׏ژ

°ȲƷƌǵژȏȄǹɲژɋȏ
ƨɓǠǹưژɓȲ٢ژ-Ȳǚ٣ِחאيגژ

ي�¾ژ¨-�u-u-¨ژG�ًژä�Åژ°�



°ɋƌɲژ�ɋژ¾ǚƷژ¾ƌƨǹƷ

�f an initiaѴ confrontation doesnĽt resoѴ�e the confѴictķ donĽt gi�e �pĺ 
Sta� at the tabѴeĺ Re�ie� �hat �as said and doneķ and Ѵook for �a�s to 
approach the other person more effecti�eѴ�ĺ $r� again �ith e�en more 
pra�er s�pportĺ �f �o� ha�e done aѴѴ �o� can to share �o�r concernķ and 
the matter is stiѴѴ Ştoo serio�s to o�erѴookķŞ �o� sho�Ѵd ask one or t�o 
others to meet �ith �o� and the person to heѴp resoѴ�e �o�r 
difdifferences ŐMatt ƐѶĹƐѵŊƑƏőĺ

°ƷȵǠȏɓȽǹɲِِِژ°ɋƌɲژ�ɋژ¾ǚƷژ¾ƌƨǹƷ
SadѴ�ķ there are times �hen the onѴ� soѴ�tion Ѵeft is to e�pand the circѴe
of acco�ntabiѴit� and �isdom to an e�en �ider gro�p �ithin the ch�rch

to preser�e �nit�ĺ When confѴict persistsķ itĽs the fob of the �ider
comm�nit� of faith to speak boѴdѴ� into the matter andķ �hen necessar�ķ

separate itseѴf from hard hearts that ref�se to deaѴ �ith sin too serio�s
to o�erѴook ŐMatt ƐѶĹƐƕaĸ Ɛ Cor ƔĹƐŊƑőĺ $hat ma� incѴ�de necessar�

sepaseparation �ntiѴ the partic�Ѵar sinŐső creating the confѴict are o�ned and
deaѴt �ithĺ



�Ʒژ¨ƷƩȏȄƩǠǹƷư

�ne �nit�e feat�re of bibѴicaѴ peacemaking is the p�rs�it of gen�ine 
forgi�eness and reconciѴiationĺ E�en tho�gh Christians ha�e e�perieŊ
nced the greatest forgi�eness in the �orѴdķ �e often faiѴ to sho� it to 
othersĺ $o hide o�r disobedienceķ �e often �se statements Ѵikeķ Ş� 
forgi�e herĸ � f�st ref�se to ha�e an�thing to do �ith her againĺĿ $hank 
God He ne�er sa�s that to �sĴ �nsteadķ He forgi�es �s in a �a� that 
��eѴcomes gen�ine reconciѴiationĺ He caѴѴs �o� to forgi�e others in the
same �a� ŐEph ƓĹƒƐŊƒƑĸ �s ƓƒĹƑƔőĺ We imitate Godŝs forgi�eness �hen 
�e Ѵi�e o�t these actions and attit�desĹ

UژɬǠǹǹژȄȏɋژưɬƷǹǹژȏȄژɋǚǠȽژǠȄƩǠưƷȄɋِ

UژɬǠǹǹژȄȏɋژȵƷɫǠȽǠɋژɋǚǠȽژǠȄƩǠưƷȄɋژȏȵژ
ɓȽƷژǠɋژƌǒƌǠȄȽɋژɲȏɓِ

UژɬǠǹǹژȄȏɋژɋƌǹǵژɋȏژȏɋǚƷȵȽژƌƨȏɓɋ
ɋǚǠȽژǠȄƩǠưƷȄɋِ

UژɬǠǹǹژȄȏɋژƌǹǹȏɬژɋǚǠȽژǠȄƩǠưƷȄɋژɋȏ
ǚǠȄưƷȵژȏɓȵژȵƷǹƌɋǠȏȄȽǚǠȲِ


orgi�eness ret�ires more than �iѴѴpo�erķ it ret�ires the empo�ering 
grace of Jes�sĺ So ask Jes�s to gi�e �o� grace to refѴect �hat �o�Ľ�e 
recei�edĺ



wƷǒȏɋǠƌɋƷژ�ǠƨǹǠƩƌǹǹɲ

E�en �hen �o� manage to resoѴ�e confѴict thro�gh confession and 
forgi�enessķ �o� ma� stiѴѴ need to deaѴ �ith s�bstanti�e iss�esķ �hich 
cannot be o�erѴooked Őmone�ķ propert�ķ the e�ercise of certain rightsķ 
etcőĺ $hese iss�es sho�Ѵd be negotiated in a GodŊhonoring �a�ķ in a 
cooperati�e manner rather than a competiti�e mannerĺ �n other �ordsķ 
instead of aggressi�eѴ� p�rs�ing �o�r interests aѴoneķ �o� sho�Ѵd seek 
soѴ�tions thsoѴ�tions that are m�t�aѴѴ� beneficiaѴ ŐPhiѴ ƑĹƒŊƓĸ Matt ƑƑĹƒƖĸ 
Ɛ Cor ƐƒĹƔĸ Matt ƕĹƐƑőĺ

A bibѴicaѴ approach to negotiation can be s�mmari�ed in fi�e basic 
stepsķ �hich �e refer to as theĺĺĺ

¥�Å°-¥�Å°-



¥�Å°-ژ¥ȵǠȄƩǠȲǹƷ

ȵƷȲƌȵƷ¥
٢ȲȵƌɲًژǒƷɋژɋǚƷژǑƌƩɋȽًژȽƷƷǵژǒȏưǹɲژƩȏɓȄȽƷǹًژƷɋƩ٣

ǑǑ ǠȵȂ�
٢ȽǚȏɬژǒƷȄɓǠȄƷژƩȏȄƩƷȵȄٖȵƷȽȲƷƩɋژǑȏȵژȏɋǚƷȵȽ٣

ȄưƷȵȽɋƌȄưژUȄɋƷȵƷȽɋȽ
٢ǠưƷȄɋǠǑɲژȏɋǚƷȵȽٔژƩȏȄƩƷȵȄȽًژưƷȽǠȵƷȽًژȄƷƷưȽًژǹǠȂǠɋƌɋǠȏȄȽً
ȏȵژǑƷƌȵȽ٣

Å

ƷƌȵƩǚژFȏȵژ�ȵƷƌɋǠɫƷژ°ȏǹɓɋǠȏȄȽ
٢ȲȵƌɲƷȵǑɓǹژƨȵƌǠȄȽɋȏȵȂǠȄǒ٣

°
ɫƌǹɓƌɋƷژ�ȲɋǠȏȄȽژ�ƨǱƷƩɋǠɫƷǹɲ
ƌȄưژ¨ƷƌȽȏȄƌƨǹɲ
٢ƷɫƌǹɓƌɋƷًژưȏȄټɋژƌȵǒɓƷژ٣

-



�Ʒژ¥ȵƷȲƌȵƷưژFȏȵژÅȄȵƷƌȽȏȄƌƨǹƷژ¥ƷȏȲǹƷ

GƷɋژOƷǹȲژFȵȏȂژ�ƨȏɫƷ

GƷɋژOƷǹȲژFȵȏȂژ¾ǚƷژ�ǚɓȵƩǚ

�ȏȄɋƷȄɋȽ

ÞǚƷȄژ¥ƷƌƩƷȂƌǵǠȄǒژUȽژ¥ƌǠȄǑɓǹ
ȄưɓȵǠȄǒ-ژِב



�Ʒژ¥ȵƷȲƌȵƷưژFȏȵژÅȄȵƷƌȽȏȄƌƨǹƷژ¥ƷȏȲǹƷ
When �o�Ľre responding to confѴictķ some ma� harden their heartsķ ref�sing reconciѴiationĺ $here are t�o 
�a�s �o� can prepareĹ

Remember that God doesnĽt meas�re s�ccess b�
res�Ѵts b�t b� �o�r obedienceĺ He kno�s �o� 
cannot force others into obedienceĺ Soķ God 
�onĽt hoѴd �o� responsibѴe for their actions or 
for the o�tcome of a confѴictĺ AѴѴ God e�pects is 
for �o� to obe� His re�eaѴed �iѴѴ as faithf�ѴѴ� as 
possibѴe ŐpossibѴe ŐRom ƐƑĹƐѶőĺ �f �o� do thatķ no matter 
ho� the confѴict endsķ �o� can �aѴk �ith a cѴear 
conscience before Godĺ

When �o� tr� to resoѴ�e a confѴict b�t donĽt see the res�Ѵts �o� desireķ seek God e�en more earnestѴ� throŊ
�gh pra�erķ His Wordķ and the co�nseѴ of His ch�rchĺ As �o� do soķ keep �o�r e�es on the person and �ork 
of Jes�s ŐCoѴ ƒĹƐŊƓőĺ

�tĽs aѴso heѴpf�Ѵ to meditate on Romans ƐƑĹƐƓŊ
ƑƐķ �here Pa�Ѵ enco�rages �s toĹ

Pa�ѴĽs enco�ragement protects �o� from being 
cons�med b� to�ic bitterness if others contin�e
to oppose �o�ĺ And in some casesķ God ma� 
e�ent�aѴѴ� �se s�ch actions to bring another 
person to repentanceĺ

	onĽt gi�e �p on finding a bibѴicaѴ soѴ�tionĺ �f a 
disp�te isnĽt easiѴ� resoѴ�edķ �o� ma� be tempŊ
ted to sa�ķ ŞWeѴѴķ � tried aѴѴ the bibѴicaѴ principѴesķ 
and the� f�st didnŝt �orkĺ �t Ѵooks Ѵike �ŝѴѴ ha�e to 
handѴe this another Ő�orѴdѴ�ő �a�ĺĿ A foѴѴo�er of 
Jes�s sho�Ѵd ne�er cѴose the BibѴeĺ

FU¨°¾

°¾�äژ¾�ژ¾O-ژ¾��k-

°-��w%

�ٓژɋȏȄǒɓƷِژȏɓȵژƌȂƷ¾ژٮǹƷȽȽژɋǚȏȽƷژɬǚȏژ
ƩɓȵȽƷژɲȏɓِٓ
ژƨƷƩȏȂƷژȄȏɋژȏ%ٹژǚɓȂƨǹƷِژɋƌɲ°ژٮ
ǚƌɓǒǚɋɲِ
ٮƨƷژɋǚƌȄژȵƌɋǚƷȵژƩȏɓȄȽƷǹًژǒȏưǹɲژƷƷǵ°ژٮ
ƩȏȂǠȄǒٓژɬǠȽƷژǠȄژȏɓȵژȏɬȄژƷɲƷȽِٺ
ژɋǚƌȄژȵƌɋǚƷȵژGȏưًژǑȏȵژȵȏȏȂژkƷƌɫƷژٮ
ȵƷɋƌǹǠƌɋƷِ
ژٮeƷȽɓȽژيɬƷƌȲȏȄژɓǹɋǠȂƌɋƷژɋǚƷژÅȽƷژٮ
ȲȏȵɋȵƌɲǠȄǒژǹȏɫƷ٢ژeȄژٕה׏يבژkǵ٣ِ׏בٮואيהژ



GƷɋژOƷǹȲژFȵȏȂژ�ƨȏɫƷGƷɋژOƷǹȲژFȵȏȂژ�ƨȏɫƷ

GƷɋژOƷǹȲژFȵȏȂژ¾ǚƷژ�ǚɓȵƩǚ
As God gro�s �o� as a peacemakerķ �o� �iѴѴ be

abѴe to resoѴ�e most confѴicts on �o�r o�nĺ
Sometimesķ ho�e�erķ �o� �iѴѴ enco�nter sit�Ŋ
ations �o� donĽt kno� ho� to handѴeĺ �n s�ch
sit�ationsķ itĽs �ise and appropriate to t�rn to

spirit�aѴѴ� mat�re peopѴe in �o�r comm�nit�
ffor co�nseѴĺ 

�n �er� diffic�Ѵt
disp�tesķ �o� sho�Ѵd ask one or t�o m�t�aѴѴ�

respected friends to meet �ith �o� and the
one �o�Ľre in confѴict �ith to heѴp �o� settѴe �o�r

difference thro�gh mediation or arbitration
ŐMatt ƐѶĹƐѵŊƐƕĸ Ɛ Cor ѵĹƐŊѶőĺ

�one of �s can make compѴete and Ѵasting peŊ
ace �ith others in o�r o�n strengthĺ We m�st 
ha�e heѴp from Godĺ B�tķ before �e can recei�e 
that heѴpķ �e need to be at peace �ith God 
HimseѴfĺ

�f �o� ha�e ne�er confessed �o�r sin to God 
and beѴiand beѴie�ed in Jes�s as �o�r Sa�iorķ �ordķ and 
�ingķ �o� can do so no� b� sincereѴ� pra�ing 
this pra�erĹ


or e�er� foѴѴo�er of Jes�sķ itĽs essentiaѴ that 
�o� find feѴѴo�ship in a ch�rch �here the BibѴe 
is faithf�ѴѴ� ta�ght and appѴiedĺ $his feѴѴo�ship 
�iѴѴ heѴp �o� Ѵearn abo�t Jes�sķ gro� in �o�r faŊ
ithķ and obithķ and obe� �hat He commandsķ especiaѴѴ� 
in�oѴ�ing in confѴictĺ

�ٹȏȄǑǹǠƩɋژǠȽژƩȏȂȂȏȄِژ¥ƷƌƩƷژǠȽ
ȲȵƷƩǠȏɓȽِژ¾ǚƷȵƷǑȏȵƷژȲƷƌƩƷȂƌٮ
ǵƷȵȽژƌȵƷژȲȵǠɼƷưِژeƷȽɓȽژǒƌɫƷژ
ɋǚƷȂژɋǚƷژǚǠǒǚƷȽɋژȄƌȂƷژȲȏȽٮ
ȽǠƨǹƷٓژي�ǹƷȽȽƷưژƌȵƷژɋǚƷژȲƷƌƩٮ
ƷȂƌǵƷȵȽًژǑȏȵژɋǚƷɲژȽǚƌǹǹژƨƷژ
ƩƌǹǹƷưژȽȏȄȽژȏǑژGȏưƩƌǹǹƷưژȽȏȄȽژȏǑژGȏưِٺ

kȏȵưژeƷȽɓȽً
UژǵȄȏɬژɋǚƌɋژUژƌȂژƌژȽǠȄȄƷȵًژƌȄư
UژȵƷƌǹǠɼƷژɋǚƌɋژȂɲژǒȏȏưژưƷƷưȽژ
ƩȏɓǹưژȄƷɫƷȵژȂƌǵƷژɓȲژǑȏȵژȂɲژ
ɬȵȏȄǒȽِژUژȄƷƷưژäȏɓȵژǑȏȵǒǠɫƷȄٮ
ƷȽȽِژUژƨƷǹǠƷɫƷژɋǚƌɋژäȏɓژưǠƷưژǑȏȵ
ȂȂɲژȽǠȄȽًژƌȄưژUژɬƌȄɋژɋȏژɋɓȵȄژ
ƌɬƌɲژǑȵȏȂژɋǚƷȂِژUژɋȵɓȽɋژäȏɓژ
ɋȏژƨƷژȂɲژ°ƌɫǠȏȵًژƌȄưژUژɬǠǹǹژǑȏǹٮ
ǹȏɬژäȏɓژƌȽژȂɲژkȏȵưژƌȄưژhǠȄǒِژ
OƷȵƷټȽژȂɲژǹǠǑƷًژȽƌɫƷژȂƷِ

¨-¥U¥ژe�Owژٮ



°ɓȂȂƌȵɲ
Stonegateķ these principѴes are so simpѴe that the� can be �sed to resoѴ�e the

most basic of confѴictsķ and the� are so po�erf�Ѵ that the� ha�e been �sed to mediate the most bitter of confѴictsĺ
So the �orѴd is �atchingķ and �aitingĺ �etĽs sho� the difference the 

GospeѴ of Jes�s Christ makesķ especiaѴѴ� in confѴictĺ



°ȲƷƩǠƌǹژ¾ǚƌȄǵȽ

¾ǚǠȽژưȏƩɓȂƷȄɋژɬƌȽژƌưƌȲɋƷưژǑȵȏȂ
ÞƌɋƷȵȂƌȵǵژ�ǚɓȵƩǚټȽٹژFǠƷǹưژGɓǠưƷژɋȏژ�ȏȄǑǹǠƩɋٺ

ƌȄưژǑȵȏȂژhƷȄژ°ƌȄưƷټȽژƨȏȏǵژƩƌǹǹƷư
�ژ�ژيƷƌƩƷȂƌǵƷȵ¥ژǚƷ¾ٹǠƨǹǠƩƌǹژGɓǠưƷژɋȏ

¨ƷȽȏǹɫǠȄǒژ¥ƷȵȽȏȄƌǹژ�ȏȄǑǹǠƩɋِٺ


