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Stonegate family,

God values the vulnerable. 

You cannot read the Scriptures without seeing God’s heart 
for the orphan, widow, and the sojourner. These three 
groups represent the most vulnerable of the vulnerable. 
They represent those living on a razors edge, without the 
normal safety nets of parents, family, and a wider community. 
God’s big heart leaps toward the vulnerable throughout the 
Scriptures. 

So, we value the vulnerable. 

God invites His people to show His heart. You see this in texts 
like James 1:27, a beautiful invitation from God to His people 
to “show His heart.” As a church family, we embrace the 
invitation. 

We value the vulnerable, with a special emphasis 
on foster care and adoption. 

In the upcoming years, we are praying for hundreds (even 
thousands) of foster care placements and adoptions. What 
better way for us to show the heart of God, than to open our 
home to kids from hard places! We’re praying for hundreds 
(even thousands) of families willing to embrace risk and walk 
by faith, to show the big heart of their God. 

So church family, for Jesus’ sake, let’s move toward the 
vulnerable. 

   
   grace & peace, 
   pastor rodney hobbs
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STONEGATE FOSTER + ADOPTION

In James 1:27 we see that true religion runs after widows and 
orphans. The pursuit is not passive, rather it is intentional and 
deliberate. At Stonegate we value the vulnerable not because 
it’s politically expedient or socially profitable, but because 
Jesus did. It is from our desire to do what Jesus did and from 
our understanding of our own spiritual adoption that we care 
for some of society’s most vulnerable: children in foster care 
and children in need of forever families. 

Answering this call also ties into part of our main message, 
and that is that the people of Stonegate “make disciples.” In 
the Bible we see Jesus making disciples by simply doing life 
with them. Much of Jesus’ life and ministry was spent doing 
seemingly normal things with the people he deeply loved. 
When the people of Stonegate engage some of the most 
vulnerable by welcoming them into their homes, they also 
welcome them to see the love of Jesus lived out in the day to 
day. 

At Stonegate valuing the vulnerable occurs in various forms 
— from large church financial support of families and causes, 
to supporting local agencies (eg: our support of First Look), to 
providing meals for families who’ve welcomed new children 
into their homes, to providing babysitting or respite care to 
a family, to coaching families through the foster or adoption 
process, to encouraging every Stonegate family to consider 
what role they could play in adoption or foster care.
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WHAT WE DO

In many ways Stonegate stands out in a sea of churches 
because of the way we actively and intentionally live out the 
call in James 1:27. Valuing the vulnerable is central to the 
mission of Stonegate just as it is central to the mission of 
Jesus. Therefore, our goal as a ministry is to inspire, resource 
and support. 

INSPIRE. 

We want to inspire families to prayerfully consider adopting or 
fostering vulnerable children as well as inspire people to come 
alongside these families. We understand that everyone is 
not called to welcome a child into their home, but we believe 
everyone can do something. So, we also want to inspire our 
church body to get involved in helping to undergird families 
who have stepped into fostering and adopting. 

RESOURCE. 

We understand that the decision to step into fostering and 
adopting is not one that is taken lightly and the road may 
feel both tumultuous and ambiguous. Therefore, we want 
to provide families with resources to foster and/or adopt by 
way of financial assistance (based on need), recommending 
agencies and care groups (e.g. financial peace, marriage care, 
etc.).

SUPPORT. 

Lastly, we want to support families who have answered the 
call to fostering and adopting. At the moment, Stonegate offers 
support to families who have adopted/are fostering children 
through support groups, meal trains, parent’s night out, 
handyman help, placement needs, care, coaching and more.
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THE WISEMAN FAMILY
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It was only our second date when we discussed we both 
felt strongly led to adopt at some point in the future. It was 
a deal breaker. Jessica worked at a foster care/adoption 
agency right out of college where her eyes and heart were 
opened wide and Lincoln had friends and family impacted by 
adoption. Both had churches that emphasized the practical 
implications of the Gospel as it relates to foster care/
adoption. 

After 10 months of marriage, we decided to start trying to 
grow our family. After 14 months of marriage we felt led to 
put ourselves on a waiting list for private infant adoption. 
Adoption was never “Option B” for us. It was never if, but 
when, where, and how. The waiting began. 

We could have NEVER guessed the journey we’d be on. We 
learned fairly early God often asks for a “Yes” to Him, our 
part. His part was to coordinate and reveal all the details that 
follow. 

Our “yes” over and over again has led to the most 
overflowing of joys and the deepest of pains. Joy and sorrow 
intermingle in a dance we often find the Lord refining us to 
master better each time. It’s there we’ve found Him. 

“Yes” has led us to “no” from birth parents, the adoption 
of our son from Haiti after 3 1/2 years of painstakingly 
advocating, countless fertility treatments and the birth of 
our daughter, excruciating loss of babies, fostering to see 
reunification, unsuccessful transracial embryo adoption, a 
private infant adoption that ended traumatically, and much 
more. Currently, we wait to be matched and selected by an 
expectant mom and the growing of our family again- the 
intertwining of two stories becoming one. 

The road has been utterly unpredictable, but God has been 
consistently faithful.
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We are Ryan, Amanda, Harper, and Isaiah Glenney. In 
February 2018, we walked in obedience of caring for children 
in our home while families worked to reunify. A week after 
completing our licensing, the first child was placed in our 
home. Through each placement we said yes to, we were met 
by a whirlwind of challenges unique to each child and those 
of the foster care system.

We often felt overwhelmed and weary, but God used our 
church community, family, and friends to walk alongside and 
encourage us as we continued in faith. The gift of people 
serving our family in practical ways was always a reminder of 
how the body of Christ works better together.

In November 2020, we finalized our adoption and officially 
became a family of four.  As we look back on how the Lord 
purposefully knit our family together, we are confident that He 
will continue to carry us through the unique opportunities we 
have as an adoptive family.

When you think of the Glenney family, please pray for godly 
wisdom as we parent and advocate for the unique needs 
adoption brings and for joy and relationships as a family.

THE GLENNEY FAMILY
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THE RAMIREZ FAMILY 

We are Jerrod and Stephanie Ramirez. We have been married 
for 24 years and have four children, ages 32, 15, 11 and 6.

Our hope was to start our family quickly, but instead we 
experienced 10 years of heartbreaking infertility. During that 
time, we met a 15-year-old girl in foster care, and felt the Lord 
calling us to be her family. In the years following, we were 
also blessed with two precious boys through agency and 
private infant adoption. 

We thought our family was complete, but God had another 
plan. Our oldest daughter became pregnant, but was unable 
to parent her baby girl. We have also adopted her. 

There has been so much pain and uncertainty, but God has 
given each of us a beautiful family. Our story has not been 
easy, and adoption is so complex. It is filled with beauty and 
loss, but God has been so faithful through each step.
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THE URQUHART FAMILY 

Hey there, we’re the Urquharts! I’m Zach, and she’s Whitney, 
and the kids from oldest to youngest are Pearson, Green, 
Dominic, and Mia!

Whit and I both grew up thinking adoption might be part of 
our story. One day when we were dating or engaged, on a 
long drive somewhere or another, we were talking about 
eventually having a family. We got to the topic of adoption 
and agreed that it would probably be part of that family we 
would eventually have. After Pearson and Green, we started 
talking a little more about it, and Whit was ready ready when 
Green was probably two. I  was still not there, so we prayed 
about it for another year. Then came Christmas several years 
ago, and I put an extra stocking as a way to tell the family I 
was ready, too. 

We had never talked about the specifics, and conversations 
about adoption almost immediately turned to conversations 
about foster care. Dominic and Mia joined our family, and 
eventually we adopted them. Now, the whole family loves 
talking about adoption, foster care, and how families don’t 
have to match. We didn’t necessarily have the strongest 
support system during the early part of our foster care and 
adoption journey, so we do all we can to help and encourage 
individual families in similar situations. We are excited to be 
part of the growing Foster Care and Adoption Ministry here 
at Stonegate as we put hands and feet to the heart of valuing 
the vulnerable. 
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RORY’S STORY 

I read a quote not too long ago that said, “The world may not 
change if you adopt a child, but for that child, their world will 
change.” This statement holds so true as I think about my 
adoption story.

My mother’s face would light up as she began telling me how 
I became a part of the family. It began with a simple phone 
call from a caseworker (who happened to be a family friend) 
saying that she had a tiny premature baby who needed a 
home. She told my parents that they didn’t even know how 
I would survive being that I was so small. My mother and 
Pawpaw came to see me at the hospital and almost instantly 
felt the call to bring me home. God is amazing! After a few 
months in the NICU, I finally came home. However, my 
adoption was not finalized for another six years.

My father passed during the waiting period and I often 
think about how my mother could have decided not to go 
through with the adoption as she was already processing a 
lot. Thankfully, she continued with the adoption process, and 
although I was a part of the family from the first time they laid 
eyes on me, I officially became a McKinney in the fall of 1996.

My life was truly changed for the better because of my 
adoption! I was posed with the question, “Why adopt?” 
One could list examples for days, but the greatest story of 
adoption is the Bible. Ephesians 1:5 says, “He predestined 
us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will.”

Just as I was a child brought into my family with all the love 
that one could ask for, all who believe in, trust and follow 
Jesus are brought into the family of God through his Son. 
Earthly adoption reflects a large part of the heart of God.
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THE JOHNSON FAMILY 

We are so grateful to share how and why the Lord has guided 
our hearts towards pursuing the adoption of a child. John 
was adopted at the age of six months old and through that, 
God blessed him with a family that was built firmly on the 
Lord. At the age of seven, his family opened up to him that 
he was adopted. From a young age, that admission and the 
love of his family helped plant and cultivate the seed that he 
wanted to adopt a child. He saw this incredible act of love 
and wanted to share that with another child, and as he grew 
into an adult that desire only grew stronger. 

John and I met in 2008 while subsequently marrying in 2012, 
and early on in our marriage, John shared that desire to 
want to adopt. Admittedly, while I was not against adoption, 
I definitely had more of a worldly view (i.e., adoption is really 
more for those who cannot conceive). However, we both 
shared a deep desire to start a family and I kept an open 
mind to what that could look like. Our journey in trying to start 
a family came with many unexpected challenges.  Specifically, 
we walked a two-year journey of infertility and doubt, but it 
was during that journey that the Lord began softening my 
heart to the idea of adoption. 

God did bless us with our oldest daughter (Carrington) who 
was conceived through God’s grace via fertility treatment, 
and then our youngest daughter (Caliana) who was conceived 
naturally. After Caliana was born, we continued to feel the 
desire to grow our family and so we prayed for God to show 
us what that looked like. The Lord answered our prayers and 
made it clear that the pathway to grow our family was through 
adoption. We began the process with our adoption agency in 
the Summer of 2021 and are currently waiting to be matched. 
We know that God used John’s story of adoption to soften 
my heart. We also recognize that the Lord is sovereign and 
weaves our seasons together in ways that really only He 
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can. Our daughters have had the opportunity to hear about 
John’s adoption story and it has given such a tangible way to 
explain to them that what was done for Daddy is exactly how 
our heavenly father adopts us into his heavenly family. We are 
excited to see what the future holds and how God continues 
to knit our family together for His glory.
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THE FORKNER FAMILY 

Hello!  We are Chad and Shannon Forkner.  We have 
been blessed to adopt our three oldest children through a 
private agency and are in the process of adopting our three 
youngest children from the foster system, two of which are 
foster-to-adopt and the other, a matched adoption through 
CPS.  We have parented 41 children in our home over the last 
20 years.

Before we were married, we knew that the Lord was calling 
us into the ministry of foster and adoption.  We’ve had both 
smiles and tears on our foster/adopt journey but couldn’t 
imagine it not being a part of our story!  We would welcome 
your prayers for us as parents and that the Lord would give 
us the strength and wisdom to be able to meet the physical, 
emotional, behavioral and spiritual needs of our children.  

Please pray that as a couple, we would continue to invest 
and nurture our marriage relationship and that as a family, we 
continue to bond and deepen our relationships. We ask for 
specific prayers that after many delays,  the process to adopt 
our youngest two daughters through the foster-to-adopt 
system would conclude and that we will soon be able to 
finalize their adoption and give them permanency.
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MEET OUR TEAM

CAPTAINS

Chad + 
Jennifer 

Cass
Handyman

Whitney 
Urquhart

Physical 
Needs

Kelsi
Owens

Meal Train

Alisha 
Woodall

Baby Shower 
+ Adoption 

Celebrations

Britney Cook
Respite Care 
Captian + 
Administration

Ariel Cephus 
Foster + Adoption Director, 
Groups Associate
For as long as I can remember, God has 
bent my heart toward vulnerable people 
in our world. He has allowed me to serve 
vulnerable people in several different 

ways, including getting to work investigations for Child 
Protective Services for three and a half years, which He 
seemingly used to prepare me for my current role. I am 
so grateful to get a front row seat to what God is doing at 
Stonegate, through the Foster + Adoption Ministry. It is my 
prayer that God will continue to prick the hearts of people to 
foster and adopt vulnerable children and that He will use this 
ministry to mobilize members of this body to come alongside 
those families and serve them.
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COACHES

Chad + 
Shannon 
Forkner

Foster Care

Matthew 
+ Ashley 
Mason

Foster Care

Zachary + 
Whitney 
Urquhart
Foster Care

Bentley + 
Staci
Beck

Foster Care

Jerrod + 
Stephanie 
Ramirez
Adoption 

Care

Ryan + 
Amanda 
Glenney

Foster Care

Kyle
Mitchell

Foster Care

Lincoln 
+ Jessica 
Wiseman

Adoption

Jeff + Kelsi 
Owens

Adoption, 
Administration

Cameron 
+ Alisha 
Woodall
Adoption
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OTHER ROLES

Micaela 
Baxter

Babysitting 
Captain + 

Administration

Blake
Baxter
Design

Lincoln 
+ Jessica 
Wiseman

Support Group 
Leaders

Fred + 
Linda
Ham
Team 

Members

Josh + 
Aleksey 
Carter
Team 

Member

John + 
Cearra 

Johnson
Team 

Members

Rory 
McKinney

Team 
Member

Brenna 
Gardell

Team 
Member

Jarvis 
Warren

Team 
Member
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TAKE YOUR NEXT STEP

1) SERVE FOSTER +
ADOPTIVE FAMILIES

2) START THE PROCESS OF
FOSTERING or ADOPTING

3) STEP INTO COMMUNITY
AS A FOSTER or ADOPTIVE
PARENT
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