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The King on a Cross 

Matthew 27:32–44 

 

1. Jesus surrendered his life to disarm the worldly and spiritual authorities. 

 

“And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, 

triumphing over them by the cross.” (Colossians 2:15) 

 

2. Jesus saved sinners by not saving himself. 

 

“The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God…” (Luke 4:3)  

 

“He did not commit sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth; when he was insulted, he did not 

insult in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten but entrusted himself to the one who 

judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree; so that, having died to sins, we 

might live for righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. For you were like sheep going 

astray, but you have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.” (1 Peter 2:22–

25)  

 

“So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood.” 

(Hebrews 13:12)  

 

3. Jesus dies under the curse of the law to take away the condemnation of the law. 

 

“And if a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is put to death, and you hang 

him on a tree, his body shall not remain all night on the tree, but you shall bury him the same 

day, for a hanged man is cursed by God. You shall not defile your land that the LORD your God 

is giving you for an inheritance.” (Deuteronomy 21:22–23)  

 

“For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, because it is written, Everyone who 

does not do everything written in the book of the law is cursed.” (Galatians 3:10)  

 

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, because it is written, 

Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.” (Galatians 3:13) 

 

“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk 

according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 

has made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do in that it was 

weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on 

account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law might be 

fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.” (Romans 8:1–

4)  
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4. Jesus is nailed to the cross—and so was the record of debt against us for breaking the 

law. 

 

“He erased the certificate of debt, with its obligations, that was against us and opposed to us, 

and has taken it away by nailing it to the cross.” (Colossians 2:14) 

 

“Was he scourged? It was that through “his stripes we might be healed.” Was he condemned, 

though innocent? It was that we might be acquitted, though guilty. Did he wear a crown of 

thorns? It that we might wear the crown of glory. Was he stripped of his raiment? It was that we 

might be clothed in everlasting righteousness. Was he mocked and reviled? It that we might be 

honored and blessed. Was he reckoned a malefactor, and numbered among transgressors? It was 

that we might be reckoned innocent, and justified from all sin. Was he declared unable to save 

himself? It was that he might be able to save others to the uttermost. Did he die at last, and that 

the most painful and disgraceful of deaths? It was that we might live forevermore, and be exalted 

to the highest glory. 

 

Let us ponder these things well: they are worth remembering. The very key to peace is a right 

apprehension of the vicarious sufferings of Christ.”—J.C. Ryle 

 


