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Dear RBC Family, 
 
As you may have heard in the news, the 
Sexual Abuse Task Force recently issued 
a report of its findings concerning the 
Southern Baptist Convention. This 
independent group was commissioned by 
the 2021 annual meeting of the Southern 
Baptist Convention to investigate and summarize 
cases of sexual abuse and cover-ups at the highest 
levels in the denomination. The behavior outlined in 
this report is reprehensible, utterly disqualifying anyone 
engaging in such practices from ministry.  The reality of 
lives forever altered grieves my soul. There has been 
much sin committed in the name of Christ, including 
sins of commission and omission, all of which must be 
brought into the light. We must hold all perpetrators 
accountable, and the systems that allowed this to 
happen must be reformed. We all must seek the Lord 
with soul-searching repentance.  
 
We are not aware of any such issues directly involving 
RBC, but we must always be vigilant. We also must 
grieve with and pray for survivors of sexual abuse, 
some of whom attend RBC. And as a church, we must 
continue to ensure that our children and all our people 
are continually kept safe from all forms of abuse. This 
is a crucial aspect of love. As a church, we have had 
for years a child protection team that meets to review 
policies, make recommendations, and respond to any 
allegations or situations that arise. This team is made 
up of professional counselors, educators, and parents/
grandparents from our church. In addition, we will 
redouble our efforts to train all workers with children 
and students to recognize and prevent abuse, and our 
pastors will be working through some of the highest 
training available, so that we can equip, protect, and 
shepherd our people. 
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(Pastor Travis continued) 
 
At RBC, we take all forms of sexual abuse very 
seriously as we desire to provide a safe and nurturing 
environment for all our people. And I want to be 
crystal, crystal clear. Any abuser ever discovered at 
RBC will be turned over to the authorities immediately, 
and we will begin the process of church discipline. 
There is no place for this in the house of God, or 
anywhere else.  
 
Lord, break our hearts for the things that break yours. 
And help us strive for holiness, without which no one 
will see the Lord. 
 
With love as your Pastor, 
 
Travis 

Pastor on Call This Week 

Scott Wells 

509-430-1815 

scott@richlandbaptistchurch.org 

Sunday’s Sermon by Dr, Travis Southern  

Based on Ecclesiastes 1:1-18 
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From Our Pastoral Care Counselor... 
 
Thank you, Travis, for walking through 
some of the issues related to the “Report 
of the Independent Investigation” on 
issues concerning sexual abuse 
allegations and SBC response.  I am 
sure this not the beginning nor is the end 
of the conversation to protect the most vulnerable among 
us.   
 
My own awareness of this incredibly disheartening issue 
started a few years ago.  I had read or seen somewhere 
that there was a group of disgruntled women attempting 
to use the “Me Too” movement to bring down the 
Southern Baptist Convention.  And truthfully the notion 
seemed plausible to me at the time.  However, these 
same people accusing women of being “Potiphar’s wife” 
were disparaging SBC leaders that I have long respected 
and admired for being willing to speak hard truths.   
 
So, I dug into this issue myself and the more I pulled on 
the issue the more awful things appeared to be.  At the 
time I became aware of a huge flaw in the SBC Polity.  It 
turned out that there were hundreds of pastors and 
ministers that were charged, and many convicted of sex 
crimes that were able to move to another state (or 
change denominations) and resume ministry.  One is too 
many, but the fact there were hundreds made me 
sick.  As such I began to question the party line that “We 
cannot do anything because of ascending liability.”  I 
thought to myself “All that it takes for evil to prevail is for 
good men to do nothing.”  Well in hindsight I can say I did 
not realize at the time how profound that was going to 
be.  I will leave the SBC Executive Committee response 
to these issues of abuse to other people or other times.  I 
want to take this space to focus on the mental health 
issues that result from sexual trauma.   
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(Continued From Pastoral Care Counselor Page 4) 
 
One of the major challenges to sex crime and/or sexual 
abuse is that most of the time there is only two 
witnesses (the victim and the perpetrator).  The problem 
then becomes who do you believe.  Most of the time the 
perpetrators are not obvious.  In fact, many times they 
are a trusted family member or friend.  They also are 
often well respected in the communities they live 
in.  They also are often in positions of authority and 
power as well.  This certainly seems to be the case with 
many of the victims in this report.  So at the heart of the 
matter, we have an imbalanced power dynamic with two 
often contradictory testimonies.  So who are we to 
believe.  The well respected and likable leader or the 
hither to unknown victim.  Let’s be honest it is a serious 
dilemma.   
 
So, when it comes to victims making a statement about 
what has happened to them it is very difficult to imagine 
the pressure to keep quiet about such matters.  In 
addition to disparity in institutional power there are other 
reasons to avoid to avoid saying anything.   
 
Shame is a huge issue for most victims.  This is 
sometimes stoked by those who prey on others.  A 
simple wording change can change the course of a 
life.  For example: “the man sexually abused the woman” 
compared to “the man had a morally inappropriate 
relationship.”  This wording change can and has done 
incredible harm to victim(s).  The ability of powerful 
people to shame victims into silence cannot be 
underestimated.  Further victims of sexual abuse feel 
shame for having been a part of the situation.  Self-
questioning and self-blame are not uncommon in these 
cases.  Further even if the individual does not see 
themselves as responsible for the abuse victims often 
feel a sense of shame that this abuse even happened to 
them and are not willing to talk.   
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 (Continued From Pastoral Care Counselor Page 5) 
 
That last one I personally can Identify with.  I too was a 
victim of childhood sexual abuse.  It is something that I 
did not share with anyone until I told my wife about 20 
years ago around the age of 30.  Since then, I have only 
told a small circle of people.   
 
Fear can be a huge problem as well.  Often the 
perpetrator will make intimidating comments to scare 
the victim into silence.  There can also be fear of 
unknown consequences to disclosure.  Ironically there 
can also be fear of ruining the reputation of the 
perpetrator.  Fear of ruining families.   
 
Invalidation is a problem for those who disclose 
abuse.  Often victims are not listened to or 
believed.  There is often very little evidence of the crime 
that is not circumstantial or secondary to the actual sex 
crime.  Often the victim has already been disbelieved by 
others when he or she attempts to talk about it so they 
learn quickly to not say anything.   
 
Blame the victim is the most egregious problem in my 
estimation.  Often when someone is sexually abused 
there is a reaction to look at the victim as somehow 
sharing part of the guilt of the situation.  Everything from 
pursuit of relationship, dress, to lack of situational 
awareness.  They are often portrayed as wanting the 
sexual abuse or attention that comes from being a 
victim.  On the other hand, there often is an assumption 
that there is some sort of secondary gain or a big pay 
off that calls into question her or his motive for 
disclosing abuse.  This sort of table turning is often 
referred to as the retraumatizing event.  Many who have 
walked through this have reported that the secondary 
trauma is often worse than the initial traumatic event.   
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(Continued From Pastoral Care Counselor Page 6) 
 
This statement has already gone longer than most 
newsletter articles so I will wrap up here.  Truthfully 
there is much more that needs to be discussed as 
Christians.  We must not allow those that prey upon the 
vulnerable among us.  Those wolves in sheep’s clothing 
must be rooted out.  We are responsible to do this; 
corporately we have an obligation (dare I say liability if 
we don’t) to due diligence to protect the flock.   
 
If you or anyone is facing sexual abuse, please reach 
out to a trusted person.  I know that our staff wants to 
take this matter very seriously.  Even if you do not get 
the support initially, please do not give up.  Find 
someone who will listen to and support you.  If you hear 
about sexual abuse please do not turn away. Neglecting 
the seriousness of this problem will only serve to isolate 
existing victims and create more victims in the 
future.  Together as Baptists we can and will do better. 
    
God Bless You 
 
~BJ Olson 

                                        Pastoral Care Counseling 
 

If you are experiencing 

challenges counseling can be a 

comfort, and of great benefit.     .  

BJ Olson, our Pastoral Care 

Counselor, is here to help.  

Please contact him at  

509-521-9374 or 

bj@richlandbaptistchurch.org. 
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Tuesday-       6:30 PM Young Adults Meet at Pasco Sporting 
                Complex Road Field PSC 2 on Rd 68 
            6:30 PM RBC Men’s Softball Team Plays PSC 2 
            7:45 PM RBC Men’s Softball Team Plays PSC 2 
            7:00 PM Men’s Bible Study Room 150 
            
 Wednesday-5:30 PM Wednesday Night Dinner   
                             Last Dinner Until Fall– Pizza Feed 

                         6:30 PM  Prayer Meeting in Choir Room 
            6:30 PM Student Ministry The Gathering Place 
                       7:30 PM Choir Practice 
         
Thursday-   10:30 AM JLM Carnival at RBC 
                      6:00 PM JLM Preschool Graduation 
  
Friday-          5:45 AM Men’s Bible Study in the Office Foyer 
          
Saturday-     1:00 PM  Witnessing in the Park 

                     
Sunday-        8:00 AM Classic Worship Service 
            9:15 AM Life Groups for All Ages 
          10:15 AM Fellowship Time 
         10:45 AM Contemporary Worship Service 
           4:30 PM NO Church Underground  
 
Monday-                      Memorial Day-Church Office Closed 
    No Newsletter This Week 
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May 
26—JLM Carnival 10:30 am at RBC 
26– JLM School End of Year Graduation 6PM 
30– Memorial Day (Church Office Closed) 

June 
4– Breakfast for Graduates & Families 9am in FH 
5– Graduate Recognition Both Worship Services 
5– New Member’s Class 12:15PM in FH-Please Sign Up! 
5– Evening of Worship 6pm at RBC 
11-  Men’s Breakfast 8AM in the FH 
11– Memorial Service for Dan Gray 1pm at RBC 
14-  Ladies Luncheon at 11:30 AM at Sterling’s on GWWay 
18– Olson/Song Wedding 2PM at RBC— Please RSVP 
19– Father’s Day 
20-22  Vacation Bible School 6-8 PM at RBC 
23– Special Illusionist Event to Conclude VBS  
 

JUNE 
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In honor of those who 

lost their lives while 

keeping America safe, 

we invite all those 

who have served or 

are serving in the 

military to wear their 

uniform Sunday 

morning, May 29. 

Thank you! 

  Date     Times    Field 

May 24   TONIGHT!!     6:30 PM                         PSC 2 
May 24   TONIGHT!!     7:45 PM                         PSC 2 
 
May 31               6:30 PM  PSC 4 
May 31   7:45 PM                         PSC 4 
 
June 7   6:30 PM              PSC 4 
June 7   7:45 PM  PSC 4 
 
June 14  6:30 PM  PSC 5 
June 14  7:45 PM  PSC 5 
 
June 21  6:30 PM  PSC 1 
June 21  7:45 PM  PSC 1 

RBC MEN’S SOFTBALL TEAM SCHEDULE (FIRST HALF) 

All Games Will Be At Pasco Sporting Complex, Road 68 in Pasco:  

Fields PSC1-PSC 6.                                                                             

Two Games Will Be Played Each Week on Tuesdays . 

Heartfelt sympathy is 
expressed from Pastor 
Travis and the RBC church 
family to Karen Walton and 
extended family regarding 
the loss of her beloved dad. 
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Now! Send Grad Photo to karen@richlandbaptistchurch.org 

June 4 at 9AM Breakfast for Grads & Families in FH 

June 5 Grad Recognition Sunday Both Worship Services 

You’re Invited to Who We Are 101                                 
Sunday, June 5

th
 at 12:15 pm  

in the Fellowship Hall. 

Please let us know if you will be attending. 
Lunch will be served. 

 

VBS 2022 June 20-23 6-8 PM 

 

 

 

4 Yrs. Old Through 5th Grade 
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PLEASE RSVP ON OUR WEBSITE SINCE A MEAL WILL BE SERVED:                          

THEKNOT.COM/JESSANDEUGENELOVESONG 
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Dear church family,  

 

We would like to thank everyone who came to 

our shower to fellowship with us on our new life 

together. We would especially like to thank 

Alyssa Muse for planning the beautiful shower 

and surprising us with such a wonderful day! 

Additionally, we would like to thank Melody 

Burchfield and Diana Jones for helping set up 

the shower as well. Once again thank y’all for 

joining us and blessing us.  

 

God bless,  

Andrew & Larah  

Thank you to all who attended my bridal 

shower!  I’m excited to share with you 

during this special time!   A special thanks 

to Brittany Webb and Justine Olson for 

putting a wonderful shower together. 

 

May God bless you and thank you again! 

Jessica and Eugene 
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We Are So Proud of Each of You! Our Prayers Will Be With You. 

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your 
own understanding. Seek His will in all you do, and He will show 

you which path to take.” Proverbs 3:5-6  
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Hospital, Rehab & Hospice: 
Don Caldwell– (former member)  B-cell non-Hodgkin’s/building strength 
Eyen- (from Kim Barnes) 9yr. old trauma victim, improving, pls pray 
JoAnn Hathaway– Richland Rehab til first week of June/strength & mobility 
Larry Huisingh’s mom– Covid 
Bob Mattson- (Liz Wiley’s brother-in-law) liver cancer 
Lois Mudd– Prestige 
Pedro- (brother of friend of Helen Marie Berry) brain bleed/brain damage 
Doty Ross– Guardian Angel, Tudor Building #9 
Scott Samuelson– advanced ALS/suffering & weakening 
 
 
At Home:  
Kim Barnes– healing for broken arm 
Patrick & Linda Barnes– Covid 
Keith Berry– for immune system to improve 
Doug Bromley Jr.- (Doug & Ginger’s son) serious cardiac condition 
Leland Cornett– heart surgery 
Dale– Toni Stacy’s former husband) prostate cancer/healing & strength 
Kim Dean- (Tammy Dean’s sis-in-law) cancer/ in liver/radiation treatments  
Kori Edison- (from Virginia Sparks) cancer/chemo/complications 
Duke & Pat Ellingson– health difficulties 
Margie Goehring–strong mew medication for C. diff/needs to gain weight 
Mike Harty– recovering from painful back injury 
Dan Hawthorne– recovering from surgery for spinal stenosis  
Cathy Heritage-  lung cancer/radiation & chemo 
Jayne, John & AJ Kauzloric- (Bettie Rhodes’s loved ones) Covid 
Dean Rolland– prostate cancer/tests to check for metastases 
Randy Saisslin– (Lynn Huisingh’s brother) non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma 
Jim Schildknecht- (Lynn Ibatuan’s brother) lung cancer 
Kathleen Schildknecht- (Lynn Ibatuan’s sis) non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma 
Jeri Waddel– recovering from cancer surgery  
Linda Waltman- (Danielle Nalle’s mom) cancer stage IV/chemo  
Andrea Whiston– broken ankle 
Joe White- (Bill A. White’s brother) small cell carcinoma lungs/chemo/rad 
Liz Wiley– serious medical issues 
 
Special Requests:  
Athalia & Randall Clower and Ezra Project 
Amy Olson & JLM staff, kids & families 
Mandy Southern & RBC Children’s Ministry 
N, E, T & L and S– health and encouragement   
Families who have lost loved ones & families undergoing painful situations 
VBS 


