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Suffering: When Life Doesn’t Make Sense (Part 4) 

2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 

 

1. God provides a family called the church to walk with you through suffering. 

 

Romans 12:15 “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.” 

 

Hebrews 10:24-25 “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not 

neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 

more as you see the Day drawing near.” 

 

2. For the unbeliever, present sufferings are a warning and only a taste of the future. 

 

Isaiah 66:15-16 “For behold, the Lord will come in fire, and his chariots like the whirlwind, to 

render his anger in fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. For by fire will the Lord enter into 

judgment, and by his sword, with all flesh; and those slain by the Lord shall be many.” 

“Oh, but this word eternity, eternity, eternity; this word everlasting, everlasting, everlasting; this 

word forever, forever, forever, will even break the hearts of the condemned in ten thousand 

pieces…Impenitent sinners in Hell shall have end without end, death without death, night 

without day, mourning without mirth, sorrow without solace, and bondage without liberty. The 

condemned shall live as long in Hell as God himself shall live in heaven.”—Thomas Brooks 

3. For believers, present sufferings are temporary and will lead to glory. 

 

Revelation 21:3-4 “"And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling 

place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself 

will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be 

no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have 

passed away.” 

 

Romans 8:17-18 “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 

with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” 

 

CS Lewis: The Last Battle “And for us this is the end of all the stories, and we can most truly say 

that they all lived happily ever after. But for them it was only the beginning of the real story. All 

their life in this world and all their adventures in Narnia had only been the cover and the title 

page: now at last they were beginning Chapter One of the Great Story which no one on earth has 

read: which goes on forever: in which every chapter is better than the one before.” 

 


