
1 

 

Meaningful Worship 

Ecclesiastes 5:1–7 

 

“This writer’s target is the well-meaning person who likes a good sing and turns up cheerfully 

enough to church; but who listens with half an ear, and never quite gets round to what he has 

volunteered to do for God.”—Derek Kidner 

 

1. To experience meaningful worship, focus on the cross of Christ. 

 

“So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I am going to vomit you out of my 

mouth.” (Revelation 3:16) 

 

2. To experience meaningful worship, listen to the Word of Christ. 

 

“My dear brothers and sisters, understand this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to 

speak, and slow to anger,” (James 1:19)  

 

3. To experience meaningful worship, obey the commands of Christ. 

 

“Then Samuel said: Does the LORD take pleasure in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in 

obeying the LORD? Look: to obey is better than sacrifice, to pay attention is better than the fat of 

rams.” (1 Samuel 15:22) 

 

“If you love me, you will keep my commands.”—Jesus  

  

“If you make a vow to the LORD your God, do not be slow to keep it, because he will require it of 

you, and it will be counted against you as sin. But if you refrain from making a vow, it will not be 

counted against you as sin. Be careful to do whatever comes from your lips, because you have 

freely vowed what you promised to the LORD your God.” (Deuteronomy 23:21–23) 

 

4. To experience meaningful worship, live in awe at the breathtaking holiness of 

Christ. 

 

“The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the 

whole duty of man. For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, 

whether good or evil.” (Ecclesiastes 12:13–14)  

 


