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Day of Atonement
Observed the 10 day of the Seventh 
Month (Tishri)

The most solemn Jewish holy day
Also known as Yom Kippur

Yom means “day”; Kippur means 
“atonement” or “covering.”

  (‘kippah’ is a head covering)

Atonement means the reconciliation 
of God and man. 
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Day of Atonement

Background
The High Priest offered 
the blood sacrifice of 
atonement on behalf of 
the people. 

There were animal 
sacrifices to cover  
his sins, the sins of the 
priesthood,  and the sins 
of the people.

High Priest 
preparing the sacrifice
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Yom Kippur 

Atonement made for nation’s sin of 
previous year.  

 atonement can only made by shedding of blood
 Lev 17:11 KJV
          For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I 

have given it to you upon the altar to make an 
atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that 
maketh an atonement for the soul. 

  (see also Hebrews 9:22)
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Day of Atonement

Biblical Record
 Leviticus 16 
 Divine Instructions given for the High priest

 Leviticus 23:26-29
 Divine instructions given for the people

 Numbers 29:7-11
 Divine Instructions for the Sacrifices
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Preparation of High Priest
High priest required to leave home and stay 
in temple 1 week before Day of Atonement

 Twice he was sprinkled with ashes of red 
heifer to circumvent the possibility he had 
become unclean  (see Numbers 19:1-10)

 Required to immerse himself completely in 
special golden bath 5 times throughout the 
day plus washing his hands and feet before 
and after each bath. 
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Unblemished Red Heifer? 
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Reason to Observe Yom Kippur

To rehearse ‘the Day’ that 
must take place before the 
Lord’s return when the veil 
will be removed from Israel, 
they will mourn they one they 
have pierced, repent, and be 
saved!

   Hosea 5:15ff, Zech 12:10ff,  Roman 11:25-27
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Day of Atonement

Lord’s Return awaits Israel’s Response
 Hosea prophesied that Messiah awaits 

the day of Israel’s Repentance.
 “ I will return again to My place 

(heaven) Till they acknowledge their 
offense. Then they will seek My face;

       In their affliction they will earnestly 
seek Me." Hos 5:15 NKJV
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The Holy PlaceHerod’s Temple
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Day of Atonement

In biblical times, the High Priest 
entered the Holy of Holies in the 
temple once a year on Yom Kippur. 

The only day the high priest 
could go into His very 
Presence, beholding Him 
face to face and yet live. 
Because of this, Yom Kippur 
became known by this 
phrase ‘Face to Face’ 
(See 1 Cor 13:12)
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Atonement by the blood 
In the Holy of Holies the High 
Priest sprinkled the blood on the 
altar and on the mercy seat 
above the ark of the covenant. 

 

11

High Priest sprinkling 
the blood and 
cleansing the veil

High Priest sprinkling 
the blood and 
cleansing the altar of  
burnt  offerings
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Sacrifice of Bull for Priesthood
High Priest lays hands on bull & prays
Ah, YHWH, I have committed iniquity, I have 
transgressed; I have sinned- I and my house. O 
then YHWH, I entreat thee cover over my iniquities, 
the transgressions, and the sins which I have 
committed, transgressed, and sinned before thee, I 
and my house- even as it is written in the law of 
Moses, your servant, "for, on that day will he cover 
over (atone) for you to make you clean; from all 
your transgressions before YHWH you shall be 
cleansed."
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Holiness of THE NAME

"Blessed be 
the Name; the 
glory of His 
kingdom 
forever and 
ever.“

The Day of Atonement only day of the year 
anyone said or heard ‘the Name’ of God!
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FALL FEAST OF THE LORD

40 DAYS 
OF TESHUVAH

AND 
10 DAYS OF AWE
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Traditional Prayers of Yom Kippur

Ashamnu (we have scoffed or we 
have misled others) 

     Al Chet (for the sin)- Prayer of 
44 statements repeated 10X 
during Yom Kippur services

        Each confessional prayers is 
followed by prayers in which they 
seek forgiveness. 
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Al Chet Prayer (Confession)
• For the sin that we have sinned before 

You under duress and willingly;  And for 
the sin that we have sinned before You 
through hardness of heart. 
• For the sin that we have sinned before 

You without knowledge; 
And for the sin that we have sinned 
before You with the utterance of our lips. 
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• For the sin we have sinned before 
You with haughty eyes; 
And for the sin we have sinned 
before You with brazenness.
• For all these, o God of forgiveness 

forgive us, pardon us, atone for us. 
• (Christians can say- THANK YOU 

FOR YOU HAVE ATONED FOR  OUR 
SIN.   
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Ceremony of ‘Tashlich’-Cast Away
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Micah 7:18-19

18Who is a God like You, Pardoning 
iniquity And passing over the 
transgression of the remnant of His 
heritage? He does not retain His 
anger forever, Because He delights 
in mercy. 19He will again have 
compassion on us, And will subdue 
our iniquities. You will cast all our 
sins Into the depths of the sea.
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http://biblehub.com/micah/7-18.htm
http://biblehub.com/micah/7-19.htm
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Psalm 103:8-12
8 The LORD is merciful and gracious,
Slow to anger, and abounding in mercy.
9 He will not always strive with us,
Nor will He keep His anger forever.
10 He has not dealt with us according to our 
sins, Nor punished us according to our 
iniquities.
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is His mercy toward those who fear 
Him; 12 As far as the east is from the west, 
So far has He removed our transgressions from 
us.
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7 Deadly Sins

Pride
Envy
Lust

Wrath
Gluttony

 Sloth
 Greed
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http://biblehub.com/psalms/103-8.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/103-9.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/103-10.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/103-11.htm
http://biblehub.com/psalms/103-12.htm
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SINS WE TOLERATE

-Ungodliness
 -Anxiety & Frustration

 -Discontentment
 -Unthankfulness

 -Pride
 -Selfishness
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SINS WE TOLERATE

-Lack of self control
 -Impatience and Irritability

 -Anger
 -The Weeds of Anger: 
resentment, bitterness, 

enmity and hostility, 
holding grudges, strife
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SINS WE TOLERATE

-Judgementalism
- Envy and Jealousy 

(related sins of unhealthy 
competitiveness, controlling 

spirit)

 -Sins of the Tongue
 -Worldliness 
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Ungodliness defined

Living one’s everyday life with 
little or no thought of God, or of 
God’s will, or of God’s glory, or 
of one’s dependence upon God.
 One can lead a respectable life 
and still be ungodly in the sense 
that God is essentially irrelevant 
in his or her life
                               -Jerry Bridges
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Al Chet Prayer
For the sin we have sinned before 

you because of anxiety and 
frustration; and the sin we have 
sinned before you by being 
discontent with what we have or 
where we are.

  And for the sin we have sinned 
before you by being unthankful 
and failing to show appreciation
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Al Chet Prayer
And for the sin we have sinned 

before you because of our pride 
and our inability to admit any 
error in our ways

  For all these, O God of 
forgiveness, forgive us, pardon 
us, and thank you for having 
atoned for our sin
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Al Chet Prayer
For the sin we have sinned before 

you because of our selfishness, and 
the sin we have sinned before you 
in our lack of self control

  And for the sin we have sinned 
before you due to our impatience 
and irritability
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Al Chet Prayer
And for the sin we have sinned 

before you with our anger, our 
resentment, bitterness, enmity 
and hostility

   For all these, O God of 
forgiveness, forgive us, pardon 
us, and thank you for having 
atoned for our sin
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Al Chet Prayer
And for the sin we have sinned 

before you by holding grudges, 
and causing strife 

And for the sin we have sinned 
before you with our 
judgementalism, our envy and 
our jealousy
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Al Chet Prayer
And for the sins we have sinned 

before you by the sins of our 
tongue, our gossip, our lies, our 
words of unbelief and our idle 
words 

  And for the sins we have sinned 
before you with our worldliness, 
our idolatry and our ungodliness
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Al Chet Prayer

For all these, O God of 
forgiveness, forgive us, 
pardon us, and thank 
you for having atoned 
for our sin. 
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Invitation to Communion
Remember the incredible great 
price paid by the blood sacrifice of 
Jesus
Out of genuine love for His 
gracious gift commit to have sin 
cleansed out of every area of your life
Enter into corporate prayer for 
Israel and for the lost
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