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Play “Rock, Paper, Scissors” 
to race a friend. Each time 
you win, color in one of your 
rocks on the path. The fi rst 
player to reach Matthew and 
Jesus wins!

FUN WITH A FRIEND

NEW START 
RACE

Jesus forgives us and gives us a new start. For each of the stories below, 
fi nish the comics by drawing the person asking God for forgiveness, then 
what that person’s “new start” would look like.

This Month's Truth: I Am Forgiven
Today's Main Idea:  God Gives Me a New Start
Today's Bible story:  Jesus Called a Tax Collector (Matthew 9:9-

13; Mark 2:13-17; Luke 5:27-32) 
Talk about it: Jesus called Matthew to follow Him, and He gave 
Matthew a new start. God gives a new start to everyone who 
trusts in Jesus. What does it look like to be given a new start? 

TAKE IT HOMEon your own

NEW START ART

Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, he is 

a new creation; the old 
has passed away, and see, 

the new has come!
2 CORINTHIANS 5:17

Like Jesus changed Matthew's 
life completely when He 
called Matthew to follow 
Him, Jesus changes 
our lives forever and 
gives us a new start 
when we follow Him. 

START
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Find a friend and take turns making new pictures inside the boxes. One of you starts out 
by drawing some kind of object in the fi rst box. After you have drawn an object in the 
fi rst box, the other person gets a chance to change it into another object. Once a box 
has been drawn in three times, move on to the next box. 

FUN WITH A FRIEND

A NEW LOOK

Jeremiah gave the people 
of Judah a message from 
God about the new hearts 
God would give us. Search 
for the hearts in the picture 
of Jeremiah giving his 
message to the people of 
Judah! Circle all the hearts 
you fi nd. (Hint: There are 12 
hearts in the picture.)

This Month's Truth: I Am Forgiven
Today's Main Idea:  God Gives Me a New Heart
Today's Bible story:  Jeremiah Told of a New 

Promise (Jeremiah 11:1-10; 
17:1-10; 31–33) 

Talk about it: The people of Judah did not 
follow God’s commands and obey Him. God 
knew that people needed new hearts—meaning 
they needed to be changed from the inside so 
they would want to love and follow God. God 
sent Jeremiah to give the people a message of 
a new promise. How do our lives change when 
God gives us new hearts? 

TAKE IT HOMEon your own

SEARCH 
FOR 
HEARTS

Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, he is 

a new creation; the old 
has passed away, and see, 

the new has come!
2 CORINTHIANS 5:17

God's message to Jeremiah was about 
a new promise that was fulfilled when Jesus 
died for our sins and rose again. All people 
can be forgiven for their sins and given a 

new heart when they trust in Jesus. 
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Take turns with a friend drawing a fi sh in a blank 
square of the net. Each fi sh you draw must 
either be on the bottom line of the net or on top 
of another fi sh. The fi rst player to draw four of 
your fi sh in a row—side by side, up and down, or 
diagonal—wins!

FUN WITH A FRIEND

CATCH  FOUR

God gives us new 
identities when we 
trust and follow Jesus. 
We can show that  we 
are children of God 
wherever we are. Draw 
a picture of yourself 
in each box, drawing 
yourself in the situation 
mentioned below each 
box.

When we trust and follow Jesus, we are forgiven for all our sins 
and given a new identity, like Peter after Jesus called him. 

This Month's Truth: I Am Forgiven
Today's Main Idea:  God Gives Me a New Identity
Today's Bible story:  Jesus Called Peter 

(Luke 5:1-11) 
Talk about it: Jesus called Peter to follow Him. 
God gave Peter a new identity when Peter decided 
to trust and follow Jesus. Peter left everything that 
day and told people about Jesus for the rest of his life. 
How does God change our lives when He gives us 
new identities?

TAKE IT HOME

on your own

THIS 
IS ME

Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, he is 

a new creation; the old 
has passed away, and see, 

the new has come!
2 CORINTHIANS 5:17

I can be a child of God at school. 

I can be a child of God with my friends. 

I can be a child of God at home.

I can be a child of God with my friends.
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Find a friend and take turns 
writing new words you  
find in the Main Idea— 
God Gives Me a New Hope.  
How many new words  
can you make? 

FUN WITH A FRIEND

NEW 
WORDS

In our Bible story, Joel gave God’s people a message of hope.  
Using the code box, fill in the blanks in the message below 
to remember that you have a new hope through Jesus! 

Joel share a message of hope.  
God forgives all our sins when  

we trust and follow Jesus  
and gives us a new hope that  

will last forever! 

This Month's Truth: I Am Forgiven
Today's Main Idea:  God Gives Me  

a New Hope
Today's Bible story:  Joel, the Prophet  

to Judah (Joel 1–3)
Talk about it: Joel told the people of 
Judah that their sin deserved punishment, 
but he also told them the greatest message 
about the new hope God gives. How does 
God give us new hope? 

TAKE IT HOME

on your own

A MESSAGE OF HOPE

Therefore, if anyone  
is in Christ, he is  

a new creation; the old  
has passed away, and see, 

the new has come!
2 CORINTHIANS 5:17

God Gives Me a New Hope. 

____  ____  ____  ____         ____  ____        ____  ____  ____  ____  ____       ____  ____  ____       
              

____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____        ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ,          ____  ____        ____  ____  ____
                

____  ____  ____  ____         ____  ____  ____  ____       ____  ____  ____         ____  ____  ____  ____
               

____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____        ____  ____        ____  ____  ____         ____  ____  ____  ____
                

____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____         ____  ____  ____  ____         ____  ____  ____  ____
              

____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____        ____  ____        ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  —
                    

____         ____  ____  ____          ____  ____  ____  ____         ____  ____  ____  ____       ____  ____  ____       ____  ____  ____
                  

____  ____  ____       ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  .
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