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It never fails to astonish me how fast a year can go by. The saying is true: “A day feels like a lifetime, a lifetime feels like 
a day.” In this case it we can use the same saying for a year. This is a time to allow us all to reflect on what God has been 
doing here at Knollwood this past year, and also to help us look forward to what God will continue to do through us as 
we walk faithfully with Him. 
 
I am thankful for the many opportunities God has given us to grow in the ministries that we have throughout our 
community and neighbouring communities which allowed us to reach out with the Gospel and to make God’s presence 
and our own, known in our community. I am amazed by God’s work in raising up young men who seek God and who 
aspire to take on leadership roles here. I’m thankful for the continued ministry to the seniors in residences, our young 
adults’ ministry, and our women’s ministry as we seek to make disciples of Jesus Christ in all ages and stages in life. I am 
encouraged to see how we aim to be a light bringing the Gospel to our neighbourhood. I continue to be humbled by 
those who faithfully serve and contribute to the ongoing ministry and life at Knollwood. I am also thankful for God 
bringing people willing to lock arms with us as a church as we seek to be disciples who make disciples of Jesus Christ. The 
list can go on and on, so as we look back, I have two questions for you: What are you thanking God for as you look back 
on 2019? What are you seeking God for as we move into 2020? 
 
As you read the reports and summaries of what has happened this year, be sure to take time to thank God and praise 
Him for what He has done at Knollwood. Also, continue to pray for the ministry leaders as you read through their 
reports. Take the time to thank our ministry leaders for their service and continue to pray for them as the new year 
begins. Let us continue to pray and seek God as we are a church gathered as we seek to exalt Christ through the 
preaching and singing of God’s Word, a church in community as we seek to be committed to the apostles teaching with 
one another, in fellowship with one another, and in prayer with one another, and a church in the city sharing the good 
news of Jesus Christ as we seek to be disciples who make disciples of Jesus Christ. Pray for our Deacons and leaders as 
we continue to lead and seek God’s will for Knollwood. May we be a people of prayer.  Looking forwards to 2020 and 
beyond, may we be disciples who make disciples of Jesus Christ.  We do this in three ways: 

 
PULPIT - CHURCH GATHERED 
Large gathering in corporate worship.  We gather together as a whole community to exalt Christ through expository 
preaching and singing songs that are singable and testify of the richness of Jesus.  We seek excellence as we worship 
through prayer, singing, preaching, tithing, baptism, and communion to the God who deserves our best. 
 
 



 
 
TABLE - CHURCH IN COMMUNITY 
Small gatherings with an emphasis on community. We meet intentionally and in a community for prayer and the 
studying of the Bible so that we may be disciples.  Our Community Groups exist to glorify God through being a disciple 
that is making disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
SQUARE -CHURCH IN THE CITY 
We go out as individuals of a community and as a community to proclaim the gospel and the love of Christ through our 
words and show the love of Christ by our actions to the lost, broken, and marginalized. We aim to be a church that is 
looking outward. As we are faithful disciples, we will go out to make disciples. 
 

• Participation - Represent Christ implicitly and explicitly 

• Restoration - Mercy Projects through hands on and practical ways (e.g. soup kitchen, food bank, tax clinic, 
neighbourhood cleanup, Christmas hampers, etc.) 

• Conversation - Having conversations and inviting into dialogue.  This is from street preaching to conversations with 
neighbours, co-workers, friends, etc. 

• Multiplication - Done through church planting and revitalization.  As a church we multiply by supporting church 
planting through prayer, sending others, coaching young pastors, and befriending pastors. 

 
 As we enter into 2020, my heart’s desire and prayer is that we would be a church that makes, matures, and multiplies 
disciples of Jesus Christ. Please pray with me as your Deacons and Pastors continue to strive to be a church that makes 
disciples. 
Nathan Klahsen                
Lead Pastor 
 
“To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every resolve for 
good and every work of faith by his power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, 
according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” - 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Deacons’ Board –Submitted by Keith Albion 

2019 was a year of transition for the Deacons’ Board as we looked forward to a new year with the new Senior Pastor. 

We met 11 times as a board.  

 The main items dealt with by the Deacons Board in 2019 were: 

• Renewal of Hope Tabernacle’s rental of the facilities 

• Approval of the use of Church Facilities for the Voluntary Income Tax Clinic 

• Hired Matt Freele as Associate Pastor upon the expiration of his one year contract as Worship and Family Ministry 

Director 

• Hired Beth Knight as Ministry Assistant 

• Setup Deacons’ Care List for each Deacon 

• Approved 2020 Budget 

• Passed New Benevolent Spending Policy 

• Reviewed Job Description and Qualifications for Deacons 

• Adopted the Fellowship Policy on Marriage and Human Sexuality 

• Recommended and received Church approval on two O.P. & P. amendments 

o O.P.& P. Article X, Section 2i – Qualifications for Board of Deacons 

o O.P. & P. Article X, Section 1 – Definition of Board of Deacons 

The Church saw some long standing members leave, as they decided to fellowship elsewhere and the Lord added 16 

new members in 2019. 

The members of the Deacons’ Board for 2019 were Keith Albion (Chairman), David DeHaan (Vice Chairman), David 

Noble (Secretary), Wayne Amos and Kevin Knight.  Stepping off the board in 2019 were Wayne Amos, Kevin Knight 

and David Noble. Elected to serve as Deacons in 2020 were Jeff Freele and Chuck Selby. 

Please pray for the board as we work together with the Pastoral staff in leading the Church through the challenging 

times ahead as we strive to become a church family of disciples that are making disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

Reports from some of the many committees at Knollwood 

Stewardship and Finance Committee – Submitted by Kevin Knight 

The stewardship and finance committee met 2 times in 2019.  In the spring they met to review the financial position 

at that time and made recommendations to the deacons and the church on reducing the 2019 budget to meet the 

level of giving at the time.  They met again in the fall to review the 2020 proposed budget that was presented to the 

deacons and membership for approval at December members meeting.  The finance committee is made up of the 

following people: Keith Albion, David Noble, Brenda Selby, Kevin Knight and Pastor Nate.  Thanks also goes to those 

who count the offering each week.  The committee has shown great faith in the Lord to provide the church with the 

funds we need to allow our church to continue to serve the community and the church family.  

 



Hope Tabernacle Liaison Team– Submitted by Kevin Knight 

We have a team of volunteers who work with Hope to ensure that they can gather each Sunday afternoon to exalt 

Christ through preaching and singing the word of God.  This team works closely with the Hope leadership to provide a 

smooth transition from our morning service to their afternoon service.  

This year Hope moved their youth worship out of a small apartment to our auditorium every Sunday after their main 

worship time.  Their youth worship had outgrown the prior location and it’s been an encouragement to see the 

growth of their church since they moved to Knollwood in 2017 from their previous location.  Thanks to Bev and Jeff 

Freele, Beth Lindsay, Susan Cossey, Wayne Amos and Kevin Knight for helping with this ministry.  

 

Building and Grounds Committee– Submitted by Dave DeHaan 

The committee is tasked with maintaining our facility and property that God has entrusted to us for his service.  A 

heartfelt “Thank you!” to the many people have volunteered time and effort to provide upkeep and attractiveness 

for all to enjoy.  Special thanks go to Rob and Cheryl McBurney for care of the gardens and flowers; to Ken Lapp and 

all the team for care of the lawns; to Ken Lapp and all who have coordinated contractor services;  and also for the 

several folks who did carpentry work or assisted our custodian Ray Sweetzir.  We look forward to doing updates and 

refreshing the premises in the new year.    

 

PULPIT 

Review of the Church Gathered– Submitted by Pastor Nate Klahsen 

We live in a country that allows us to gather together as a local body of Christ, and this is something that we continue 

to thank God for and ask God to keep. As we gather together, we exalt Christ through the singing of his Word and the 

preaching of His Word. God blessed us with being able to come together in communion once a month and witnessing 

the baptism of eight people, along with adding people into membership. We started this year by finishing our walk 

through Galatians and then began looking at nine aspects of a healthy church as we seek to be a family that exalts 

Christ. From there, we moved into our current series of walking through the Minor Prophets, looking at how God 

judges his people because of their disobedience but continues to be faithful to his convent promise and restores 

them. We had a number of guest speakers within this time including Peter Barnaby from our sister church Chelsea 

Green Community Church, Cory McKenna from The Cross Current, and Dr. David Barker. 

We ran a number of different classes that looked at What is Church Membership, Baptism, Christianity Explored, 

What does it Mean to Worship, and more. 

I look forward to every Sunday when I get to gather with the family here at Knollwood and exalt Christ together. 

Continue to pray for us that we may faithfully exalt Christ through our songs and the preaching of his Word as we 

seek to be disciples who make disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 

 



 

Children’s Ministry– Submitted by Pastor Matt Freele 

We continue to seek to teach the children God has blessed us with, with good biblical understanding.  We have 
begun to use the curriculum called Gospel Project, which focuses on always connecting Christ and the Gospel to what 
the children are learning that day. 

We have begun and will continue to do family worship time within our morning service to help teach children 
important biblical truths. This is called The New City Catechism. We encourage parents to continue this process at 
home to help train these kids up in the ways of the Lord. 

We seek to see kids grow in Christ from Nursery up through the Children’s Ministry, to see him as their Lord and 
Saviour and to live a life for him. 

 

Music Team– Submitted by Pastor Matt Freele 

The focus of the Music team is to lead in God’s Word sung as we gather together on Sunday mornings. The Team 
works in the realms of the Pulpit within the church’s vision. 

We are continuing to develop our worship service liturgy as well as song list to better focus us on praising and 
worshipping God truthfully and biblically. 

We desire to see people grow as disciples within the ministries they are serving in, so we take time to be in God’s 
word together and to praise and pray to God before our musical practice. I pray our people will be both competent 
and growing in their love and understanding of God through this ministry and be competent and growing in Christ as 
they are discipled and taught from his word to follow him. 

We have recently had several new members interested in becoming part of the music team and we are currently 
bringing them through the application process. 

 

TABLE 

      The Sunday Morning Salt and Light– Submitted by Pastor Matt Freele 

Seeing a need for discipleship within the youth ministry, we have begun Salt and Light ministry for youth.  The focus 

is on discipling youth in their walk with Christ, helping them to understand and know the Gospel, and how to read 

and pray and continue to grow in Christ Likeness. For those who are seeking to follow and grow in Christ, we gather 

to go deeper in the teaching, open God’s Word and pray together. We seek to disciple youth who grow mature in 

Christ. 

 

Love Your Neighbour – Submitted by Brenda Albion and Jackie Tot 

Love Your Neighbor ministry has continued as an outreach to our church family over the past year. We have been 

able to help our shut-ins and our families who have had needs by giving meals and short visits. Our team sends out 

cards, and phone calls are made to see how those in need are doing. This year we have added dinner gift cards where 



needed. We rely on our church family for this important outreach to continue showing the love of Christ in practical 

ways.  

 

Martha’s Ministry and Café – Submitted by Colleen Walters 

We have had an amazing year feeding our church family. We enjoyed potlucks and feeding the community at the fun 

day barbecue.  The greatest addition has been the cafe as it has allowed us to serve coffee easily and quickly before 

and after service. It is amazing to watch you all gather for coffee, cookies and catching up. It has become a friendly 

easy place to welcome new people of all ages. I would like to thank my Martha’s team for all their labour and support 

-- I could not do this without each one of you.  Thank you to all of you who have stepped into help set up, serve, clean 

up or bake a special treat. You all make my job as leader easier and delightful.  

 

SQUARE 

Nexus – submitted by Pastor Matt Freele 

The Nexus youth focus is to become connected and centred on Christ together. The focus of the Tuesday night drop-

in is mainly within the Square aspect of our church’s vision. As we talk about the Bible, God and life we always want 

to be sure the true Gospel is shared each week. We seek to continue to refine the ministry to best centre it on 

reaching the youth of this community with Christ. 

 

Community Volunteer Income Tax Clinic – Submitted by Kevin Knight 

In March and April we opened our doors at Knollwood every Saturday morning to the community and hosted a 

Community Volunteer Income Tax Clinic as part of a program offered by the Canada Revenue Agency. During that 

time we prepared and filed 393 income tax returns. The year before, we filed 242 tax returns.  It is a great ministry to 

be able to provide a practical demonstration of Christ’s love to the community.  This coming year we will be once 

again hosting a clinic and including a bible verse on the envelope that the taxpayer will take home with them.   John 

14:6 – Jesus said to him “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

 

Retirement Home Outreach – Submitted by Dave DeHaan 

It has been a privilege for another year of ministry bringing worship services to nursing home and long-term care 

residents.  Gerry Carpenter has had the joy of sharing the gospel of hope in Jesus Christ at the Dearness Home and 

Dave De Haan at Earl’s Court and Kensington.  Thanks to Sam Mullen for providing music to enhance singing praise. 

 

 

 



Our Missionaries – Submitted by Pastor Nate Klahsen 

 
Knollwood provides financial support to six missionaries. Please find a summary of their news updates for 2019. Be 
sure to get your updates by visiting the missionary board in the foyer. 
 
David and Cathy Smith, ABWE.  David and Cathy travelled to churches around the world to seek to encourage and 
disciple pastors. They took Canadian donated funds to publish additional Bibles with study notes in the local 
language. David was also able to meet with pastors who have requested assistance from qualified pastors/teachers 
for pastoral training and encouragement. David had the opportunity of preaching at Knollwood in July of 2019. 
 
Terry and Joanie Wiley, Fellowship International. The Wiley’s continue to travel to Ethiopia from Alberta to equip that 
church and make disciples of Jesus Christ.  They are active in developing and executing specific plans for 
strengthening the church in Ethiopia to go out and make disciples in the world.    
 
Ken and Cathy Yinger, Fellowship International.  Pray for them as they serve in Spain to reach people for Christ.  They 
are thankful as God continues to connect them with young couples and for the relationships they continue to build as 
they seek to be disciples who make disciples of Jesus Christ in Spain. Ken preached at Knollwood in May of 2019. 
 
Barney and Adelia Robison, Fellowship International. Barney and Adelia are transitioning into a new stage of life for 
them as they prepare for retirement.  Continue to pray for ongoing health concerns.  The Robison’s gave an update 
as to their ministry earlier in February of 2019. 
 
Laura Amos, Word of Life.  Laura serves in administration in the ongoing ministry at Word of Life.  She continues to 
support them as they run Bible institutes, snow camps, and summer camps in reaching Canada’s youth.  Word of Life 
is a worldwide organization that ministers to young people and families, reaching them with the life-changing gospel 
of Christ and helping them to grow in their spiritual walk. In Canada, they minister through Bible Schools, summer 
and winter camps, events and church partnerships. 
 
Rebekah Drew, Wycliffe Translators.  Rebekah is active in translation as she aims to get the Word of God into the 
hands of people who need to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Continue to pray for her as she continues to heal 
and figure out situations with OHIP. We had Rebekah give an update at Knollwood twice this past year.  
 
Cory McKenna, The Cross Current.  Cory’s heart is to equip the church to go out and make disciples of Jesus Christ.  
We have used the Biblical Conversation curriculum that was developed by Cory to help equip us to make disciples.  
Cory has preached at Knollwood two times this past year.   
 
“He said to them, Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.” - Mark 16:15 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 


