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SURVEYS ABOUT DEATH AND THE AFTERLIFE 
 
AARP End of Life Survey (2019) 
 
Dying is An Important Part of Life 
 
• 61% strongly agree 
• 25% somewhat agree 
• 12% disagree (somewhat or strongly) 
 
Percentage Very Comfortable or Somewhat Comfortable Discussing Death 
 
• 86% of men 
• 76% of women 
 
How Much Time is Spent Discussing Death and Dying 
 
• Right amount of time:  47% 
• Too little time:  41% 
• Too much time:  8% 
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INTRODUCTION TO ESCHATOLOGY 
 
Redemptive History 
 
Creation  Fall  Redemption  Consummation 
 
• Creation:  God created a good universe ex nihilo.  
• Fall:  Humans rebelled, and God cursed the earth. 
• Redemption:  God’s plan to restore humanity found completion in Jesus. 
• Consummation:  God plans to create a new heaven and new earth. 
 
Progressive Revelation.  God reveals himself progressively over time.  Some theology is 
found only in seed form in the Old Testament.  The New Testament provides revelation that 
complements and surpasses the revelation in the Old Testament. 
 
Eschatology:  The study of last things or end times (eschaton: last, end). 
 
Important Terms in Eschatology 
 
• Tribulation:  Period of world-wide turmoil 
• Parousia:  Second coming of Christ 
• Rapture:  Christ removes the church from the earth 
• Millennium:  Thousand year reign of Christ on the earth 
• Final Judgment:  God judges the righteous and the wicked 
• Eternal states:  Either eternity in heaven or eternity in hell 
 
Two Concerns in Eschatology 
 
• What happens at death?  (Individual Eschatology) 
• What is the ultimate destiny of creation? (Cosmic Eschatology) 
 
INDIVIDUAL ESCHATOLOGY 
 
Medical Definition of Death.  Death is defined as the cessation of all vital functions of the 
body including the heartbeat, brain activity (including the brain stem), and breathing. 
 
Theological Significance of Death 
 
• Death is not merely a biological phenomena; it is a spiritual matter. 
• Death was not a part of God’s original plan (Gen. 3:1-5; Rom. 6:23). 
• Death is now a universal and inevitable result of human sin (Rom. 5:12). 
• The timing and manner of death belong to God (Ps. 139:16; Heb. 9:27). 
• Death, as an enemy, is conquered by Jesus for Christians (1 Cor. 15:54-57). 
• Yet, we still suffer physical decay and death as a result of the Fall. 
• Although the body dies, the soul (spirit) is immortal and continues to exist. 
• At death, a person does not cease to exist but transitions to a different state of existence. 
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Biblical Teaching on Death 
 
"And the Lord God commanded the man, 'You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but 
you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you 
will surely die'" (Gen. 2:16-17). 
 
"And the Lord God said, 'The man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil.  He must 
not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live 
forever'" (Gen. 3:22). 
 
“A person’s days are determined; you have decreed the number of his months and have set 
limits he cannot exceed” (Job 14:5).  
 
4 “Show me, LORD, my life’s end and the number of my days; let me know how fleeting my 
life is.  5 You have made my days a mere handbreadth; the span of my years is as nothing 
before you.  Everyone is but a breath, even those who seem secure” (Ps. 39:4-5).  
 
“Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book 
before one of them came to be” (Ps. 139:16). 
 
"Therefore, just as sin entered the world through the one man, and death through sin, and in 
this way death came to all men, because all sinned" (Rom. 5:12). 
 
"For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.  
For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive" (I Cor. 15:  21-22). 
 
"For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.  The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death" (I Cor. 15:26). 
 
"When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, 
then the saying that is written will come true, 'Death has been swallowed up in victory.'  
'Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?'  The sting of death is sin, and 
the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ" (I Cor. 15:54-57). 
 
"For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may 
be revealed in our mortal bodies.  So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you" 
(II Cor. 4:11-12). 
 
"This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has now been 
revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has 
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel" (II Tim. 1:9-10). 
 
"Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death 
he might destroy him who holds the power of death--that is, the devil--and free those who 
all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death" (Heb. 2:14-15). 
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"Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed 
once to take away the sins of many people" (Heb. 9:27-28). 
 
"As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead" (James 2:26). 
 
"I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever!  And I hold the 
keys of death and Hades" (Rev. 1:18). 
 
"And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 'Now the dwelling of God is with men, and 
he will live with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be 
their God.  He will wipe away every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away'" (Rev. 21:3-4). 
 
"Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city.  On each side of 
the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month" 
(Rev. 22:1-2). 
 
INTERMEDIATE STATE 
 
Intermediate State.  The time between person’s physical death and his/her bodily resurrection 
at the final judgment. 
 
Intermediate State of Believers 
 
• The believer's disembodied soul (spirit) goes to be with the Lord. 
• At the resurrection, the believer's soul (spirit) is united with their (glorified) body. 
 
Intermediate State of Unbelievers 
 
• The Bible is not as clear about the immediate state of unbelievers. 
• Unbelievers probably go to hades (sheol), the holding place of the dead. 
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SHEOL 
 
Sheol:  Grave, death, or abode of the dead. 
 
“6 “The Lord brings death and makes alive; he brings down to the grave (sheol) and raises up” 
(1 Sam. 2:6).  
 
“7 Remember, O God, that my life is but a breath; my eyes will never see happiness again.  
8 The eye that now sees me will see me no longer; you will look for me, but I will be no more.   
9 As a cloud vanishes and is gone, so one who goes down to the grave (sheol) does not return.  
10 He will never come to his house again; his place will know him no more” (Job 7:7-10).  
 
“4 Turn, Lord, and deliver me; save me because of your unfailing love.  5 Among the dead no 
one proclaims your name. Who praises you from the grave (sheol)?” (Ps. 6:4-5). 
 
“3 I called to the Lord, who is worthy of praise, and I have been saved from my enemies.  4 The 
cords of death entangled me; the torrents of destruction overwhelmed me.  5 The cords of the 
grave (sheol) coiled around me; the snares of death confronted me” (Ps. 18:3-5). 
 
“14 They are like sheep and are destined to die; death will be their shepherd (but the upright will 
prevail over them in the morning).  Their forms will decay in the grave, far from their princely 
mansions.  15 But God will redeem me from the realm of the dead (sheol); he will surely take 
me to himself” (Ps. 49:14-15).  
 
“3 I am overwhelmed with troubles and my life draws near to death (sheol).  4 I am counted 
among those who go down to the pit; I am like one without strength.  5 I am set apart with the 
dead, like the slain who lie in the grave, whom you remember no more, who are cut off from 
your care” (Ps. 88:3-5). 
 
“Who can live and not see death, or who can escape the power of the grave (sheol)? (Ps. 
89:48). 
 
“Unless the Lord had given me help, I would soon have dwelt in the silence of death (sheol)? 
(Ps. 94:17). 
 
“10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might, for in the grave (sheol), where 
you are going, there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom” (Eccl. 9:10). 
 
“18 For the grave (sheol) cannot praise you, death cannot sing your praise; those who go down 
to the pit cannot hope for your faithfulness” (Isa. 38:18). 
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Biblical Teaching on the Intermediate State 
 
"The dust returns to the ground it came from, and the spirit returns to God who gave it" 
(Eccl. 12:7; cf. Gen. 2:7; 3:19). 
 
“53 They laughed at him, knowing that she [Jairus’ daughter] was dead. 54 But he took her by 
the hand and said, “My child, get up!” 55 Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then 
Jesus told them to give her something to eat” (Lk. 8:53-54). 
 
"The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side.  The 
rich man also died and was buried.  In hell [hades], where he was in torment, he looked up 
and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side" (Lk. 16:22-23). 
 
"Jesus answered him, 'I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise" (Lk. 23:43). 
 
“46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.’  When he 
had said this, he breathed his last” (Lk. 23:46). 
 
“59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’  60 Then he 
fell on his knees and cried out, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this, 
he fell asleep” (Acts 7:59-60). 
 
"For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any power, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom. 8:38). 
 
"Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord.  We live by faith, not by sight.  We are confident, I say, and would 
prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord" (II Cor. 5:6-8). 
 
"I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; but it is more necessary for you 
that I remain in the body" (Phil. 1:23-24). 
 
"We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus 
those who have fallen asleep in him" (I Thess. 4:14). 
 
“As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead” (James 2:26). 
 
"When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain 
because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained" (Rev. 6:9). 
 
"Then I heard a voice from heaven say, 'Write:  Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from 
now on.'  'Yes,' says the Spirt, 'they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow 
them'" (Rev. 14:13). 
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UNBIBLICAL VIEWS OF THE INTERMEDIATE STATE 
 
“Soul Sleep” 
 
• Some believe that the soul sleeps between physical death and bodily resurrection. 
• The deceased are unconscious (extinct?) until their bodily resurrection. 
• Example:  Seven Day Adventists, Jehovah’s Witnesses 
• “David rested with his ancestors and was buried” (1 Kings 2:10). 
• Paul refers to “those who sleep in death” (1 Thess. 4:13). 
• References to “sleep” are euphemisms, e.g., resting in peace, entered eternal rest. 
 
“11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but 
I am going there to wake him up.’ 12 His disciples replied, ‘Lord, if he sleeps, he will get 
better.” 13 Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural 
sleep.  14 So then he told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe’” (Jn. 11:11-14). 
 
“59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ 60 Then he 
fell on his knees and cried out, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’  When he had said 
this, he fell asleep” (Acts 7:59-60).  
 
“36 “Now when David had served God’s purpose in his own generation, he fell asleep; he was 
buried with his ancestors and his body decayed. 37 But the one whom God raised from the 
dead did not see decay” (Acts 13:36-37). 
 
“6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same 
time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep” (1 Cor. 15:6). 
 
“13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, 
so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope.  14 For we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have 
fallen asleep in him” (1 Thess. 4:13-14). 
 
Purgatory 
 
• Roman Catholics believe in a place called purgatory. 
• At death, believers and unbelievers immediately face judgment. 
• Unbelievers go immediately to hell. 
• While the blood of Christ atones for mortal sins, it does not cover venial sins. 
• Venial sins are atoned for through good works. 
• If a believer’s good works are sufficient, he/she go immediately to heaven. 
• If a believer’s good works are insufficient, he/she go to a place of temporary suffering. 
• Those on earth can assist the dead through Mass, prayers, and good works. 
• Charitable giving can result in indulgences, full or partial pardon from purgatory. 
• After the time assigned, these believers go to heaven. 
• Unbaptized children go to limbo, a place of neither bliss nor torment. 
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“43 He then took up a collection among all his soldiers, amounting to two thousand silver 
drachmas, which he sent to Jerusalem to provide for an expiatory sacrifice. In doing this he 
acted in a very excellent and noble way, inasmuch as he had the resurrection in mind; 
44 for if he were not expecting the fallen to rise again, it would have been superfluous and 
foolish to pray for the dead.  45 But if he did this with a view to the splendid reward that awaits 
those who had gone to rest in godliness, it was a holy and pious thought. 46 Thus he made 
atonement for the dead that they might be absolved from their sin” (2 Maccabees 12:43-46). 
 
RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD 
 
Explanation 
 
• Both righteous and wicked will experience a bodily resurrection. 
• Mortal bodies transformed into immortal bodies to face God’s judgment throne. 
• The righteous are raised to enjoy eternal life with the Lord. 
• The wicked are raised to suffer eternal punishment. 
 
Biblical Support 
 
"I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.  And after my 
skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own 
eyes--I, and not another" (Job 19:25-27). 
 
"But your dead will live; their bodies will rise.  You who dwell in the dust, wake up and 
shout for joy.  Your dew is like the dew of the morning:  the earth will give birth to her dead" 
(Isa. 26:19). 
 
"Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake:  some to everlasting life, others 
to shame and everlasting contempt" (Dan. 12:2). 
 
"Jesus replied, 'You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God.  
At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the 
angels in heaven.  But about the resurrection of the dead--have you not read what God said to 
you, "I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?"  He is not the God 
of the dead but of the living'" (Mt. 22:29-32). 
 
"But in the account of the bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord 
'the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'" (Lk. 20:37). 
 
"Look at my hands and my feet.  It is I myself!  Touch and see; a ghost does not have flesh 
and bones as you see I have" (Lk. 24:39). 
 
"Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his 
voice and come out--those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil 
will rise to be condemned" (Jn. 5:28-29). 
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"And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but 
raise them up at the last day.  For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and 
believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day" (Jn. 6:39-40). 
 
"Jesus said to her, 'I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even 
though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die'" (Jn. 11:25-26). 
 
"And I [Paul] have the same hope in God as these men, that there will be a resurrection of 
both the righteous and the wicked" (Acts 24:15). 
 
"If we have been united with him in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his 
resurrection" (Rom. 6:5). 
 
"If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from 
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you" (Rom. 
8:11). 
 
“But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep.  For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a 
man.  For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive" (I Cor. 15:20-22). 
 
"So it will be with the resurrection of the dead.  The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised 
imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised 
in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body" (I Cor. 15:42-44) 
 
"For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of 
the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  After 
that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever" (I Thess. 4:16-17). 
 
"Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have wandered away from the truth.  They 
say that the resurrection has already taken place, and they destroy the faith of some" (II 
Tim. 2:17-18). 
 
"They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years.  (The rest of the dead did not 
come to life until the thousand years were ended.)  This is the first resurrection.  Blessed and 
holy are those who have part in the first resurrection.  The second death has no power over 
them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand 
years" (Rev. 20:5-6). 
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JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST 
 
Explanation of Judgment Seat of Christ 
 
• Believer's eternal destiny has already been determined. 
• Through faith in Jesus, all their sins have been atoned for by his blood. 
• Believers, however, will give an account of their stewardship. 
 
Biblical Support for the Judgment Seat of Christ 
 
"If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his 
work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light.  It will be revealed 
with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work.  If what he has built survives, he 
will receive his reward.  If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only 
as one escaping through the flames" (I Cor. 3:12-15). 
 
"So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it.  
For we must all appear the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due 
him, for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad" (II Cor. 5:9-10). 
 
"You, then, why do you judge your brother?  Or why do you look down on your brother?  For 
we will all stand before God's judgment seat...So then, each of us will give an account of 
himself to God" (Rom. 14:10, 12). 
 
GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT 
 
Explanation of the Great White Throne Judgment 
 
• At the end of the ages, there will be a day of reckoning. 
• The scales of justice will be balanced as God. 
• God will execute his righteous judgments. 
• The righteous will be vindicated and the wicked will be punished. 
• Believers will then assist Jesus in judging humans and angels. 
• The final judgment is universal, public, and eternal. 
 
Biblical Support for the Final Judgment 
 
"They will sing before the Lord, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth.  He will judge the 
world in righteousness and the peoples in his truth" (Ps. 96:13). 
 
"For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is 
good or evil" (Eccl. 12:14). 
 
"But I tell you that men will have to give account on that day of judgment for every careless 
word they have spoken.  For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will 
be condemned" (Mt. 12:36-37). 
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"All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  He will put the sheep on his right 
and the goats on his left...Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to 
eternal life" (Mt. 25:32-33,46). 
 
"There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made 
known.  What you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have 
whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs" (Lk. 12:2-3). 
 
"Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may 
honor the Son just as they honor the Father.  He who does not honor the Son does not honor the 
Father, who sent him.  I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent 
me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life" (Jn. 
5:22-24). 
 
"He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God 
appointed as judge of the living and the dead" (Acts 10:42). 
 
"For [God] has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has 
appointed.  He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead" (Acts 17:31). 
 
"Because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against 
yourself for the day of God's wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed.  God 'will 
give to each person according to what he has done.'  To those who by persisting in doing good 
seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life.  But for those who are self-seeking 
and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger" (Rom. 2:5-8). 
 
"Do you not know that the saints will judge the world?  And if you are to judge the world, are 
you not competent to judge trivial cases?  Do you not know that you will judge angels? How 
much more the things of this life! (I Cor. 6:2-3). 
 
"For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ" (I Thess. 5:9). 
 
"By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day 
of judgment and destruction of ungodly men" (II Pt. 3:7). 
 
"An I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge" (Rev. 
20:4). 
 
"Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it.  Earth and sky fled from his 
presence, and there was no place for them.  And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 
before the throne, and books were opened.  Another book was opened, which is the book of 
life.  The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.  
The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in 
them, and each person was judged according to what he had done" (Rev. 20:11-13). 
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ETERNAL STATES:  HEAVEN OR HELL 
 
Introduction 
 
• A believer’s eternal destiny was determined at the point of conversion. 
• An unbeliever’s eternal destiny is determined by Christ at the final judgment. 
• There is no second chance; the judgment is final and eternal. 
• Eternity is spent either in heaven or in hell. 
• The idea of an eternal hell, however, is difficult to understand. 
 
HEAVEN 
 
New Heaven and Earth 
 
• There will be a renewed creation. 
• Creation has experienced the curse of the Fall. 
 
Destiny of Believers 
 
• Heaven is the assured destiny of those who trust Christ. 
• In heaven, believers will fully experience God's kingdom (i.e., rule, reign, dominion). 
• Heaven will be a place of great beauty and splendor. 
• Believers receive a glorified body but retain their personal identity. 
• Believers will be perfected in heaven; no more sin or suffering. 
• In heaven, believers will rest, worship, serve, and fellowship. 
• Believers will experience the fullness of God's presence. 
 
Biblical Support for Heaven 
 
"For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one 
who subjected it, in hope that creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and 
brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.  We know that the whole creation has 
been groaning asin the pains of childbirth right up to the present time" (Rom. 8:20-22). 
 
"That day will bring about the destructions of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in 
the heat.  But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new 
earth, the home of righteousness" (II Pt. 3:12-13). 
 
"Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and there was no longer any sea.  I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband" (Rev. 21:1-
2). 
 
"Then the king will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world'" (Mt. 
25:34). 
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"In my Father's house there are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I am 
going to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and 
take you to be with me that you also may be where I am" (Jn. 14:2-3). 
 
"Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.  Now I know 
in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known" (I Cor. 13:12). 
 
"For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs 
them all.  So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen.  For what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal" (II Cor. 4:17-18). 
"Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an 
eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands" (II Cor. 5:1). 
 
"But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God.  
You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the 
firstborn, whose names are written in heaven.  You have come to God, the judge of all men, to 
the spirits of righteous men made perfect" (Heb. 12:22-23). 
 
"Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known.  
But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  
Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure" (I Jn. 3:2-3). 
 
"Then a voice came from the throne, saying:  'Praise our God, all you his servants, you who 
fear him, both small and great.'  Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar 
of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting:  'Hallelujah!  For our Lord God 
Almighty reigns.  Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory" (Rev. 19:5-7). 
 
"And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 'Now the dwelling of God is with men, and 
he will live with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be 
their God.  He will wipe away ever tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away" (Rev. 21:3-4). 
 
"And he carried me away in the Spirit, to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy 
City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.  It shone with the glory of God, and 
its brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.  It had a great 
high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates...The city was laid out like a 
square, as long as it was wide.  He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 12,000 
stadia [1,400 miles] in length, and as wide and high as it is long.  He measured its walls and it 
was 144 cubits [200 feet] thick, by man's measurement, which the angel was using.  The wall 
was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass.  The foundations of the city 
walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone...The twelve gates were twelve pearls, 
each gate made of a single pearl.  The great street of the city was of pure gold, like 
transparent glass.  I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are its temple.  The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of 
God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp" (Rev. 21:10-12, 16-23). 
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Explanation of Hell 
 
• Hell is the assured destiny of the unrighteous. 
• In hell, there will be both physical torment and mental distress. 
• The wicked will be conscious of their suffering. 
• Hell is complete banishment from the presence of God. 
• Without hope, the wicked will experience utter despair. 
• Hell is not remedial but punitive for human sin (rebellion). 
 
Biblical Support for Hell 
 
“5 The Lord examines the righteous, but the wicked, those who love violence, he hates with a 
passion.  6 On the wicked he will rain fiery coals and burning sulfur; a scorching wind will 
be their lot’ (Ps. 11:5-6). 
 
“The sinners in Zion are terrified; trembling grips the godless:  ‘Who of us can dwell with the 
consuming fire? Who of us can dwell with everlasting burning?’” (Isa. 33:14). 
 
“And they will go out and look on the dead bodies of those who rebelled against me; the 
worms that eat them will not die, the fire that burns them will not be quenched, and they 
will be loathsome to all mankind” (Isa. 66:24). 
 
"I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the 
feast with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.  But the subjects of the 
kingdom of heaven will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth" (Mt. 8:11-12). 
 
“40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The 
Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that 
causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Mt. 13:40-42). 
 
"This is how it will be at the end of the age.  The angels will come and separate the wicked 
from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth" (Mt. 13:49-50). 
 
"Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you are cursed, into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels...'  Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the 
righteous to eternal life" (Mt. 25:41, 46). 
 
"It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be 
thrown into hell, where 'their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched'" (Mk. 
9:48). 
 
"The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side.  The rich 
man also died and was buried.  In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw 
Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side" (Lk. 16:22-23). 
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"He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  
They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the 
Lord and the from the majesty of his power" (II Thess. 1:8-9). 
 
"In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to 
sexual immorality and perversion.  They serve as an example of those who suffer the 
punishment of eternal fire" (Jude 7). 
 
"And the smoke of their torment rises for ever and ever.  There is no rest day or night for 
those who worship the beast and his image, or for anyone who receives the mark of his name" 
(Rev. 14:11). 
 
"And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the 
beast and the false prophet had been thrown.  They will be tormented day and night for ever 
and ever...If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the 
lake of fire" (Rev. 20;10, 15). 
 
"But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who 
practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—their place will be in the fiery lake of burning 
sulfur.  This is the second death" (Rev. 21:8). 
 
NON-BIBLICAL VIEWS ABOUT THE AFTERLIFE 
 
Universalism:  Everyone goes to heaven. 
 
• God is too loving to impose eternal suffering in hell:  “God is love” (1 Jn. 4:8). 
• Everyone is ultimately reconciled with God (“All roads lead to heaven”). 
• Hell, if it exists, is only a place of temporal punishment. 
• Proponents:  Unitarian/Universalist Church, Karl Barth, Jurgen Moltmann, Gregory 

McDonald (aka Robin Parry), Rob Bell 
 
Annihilationism:  Unbelievers will be ultimately destroyed in body and soul. 
 
• After the final judgment, unbelievers will cease to exist, body and soul. 
• Either God will allow their cessation or cause their cessation. 
• Proponents:  Seventh Day Adventist, Jehovah’s Witnesses 
 
“Enter through the narrow gate.  For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 
destruction, and many enter through it.  But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads 
to life, and only a few find it” (Mt. 7:13-14; cf. Lk. 13:23-24). 
 
“Then they will go away to eternal (aionios) punishment, but the righteous to eternal 
(aionios) life” (Mt. 25:46). 
 


