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Spiritism: “a science dedicated to the relationship between incorporeal beings [i.e., 
disembodied spirits] and human beings” (Allan Kardec). 
 
History of Spiritism 
 
• Spiritism began in France in the 1850s. 
• Founder was Hippolyte Leon Denizard Rivail (1804-69), aka Allan Kardec. 
• Working with mediums, Rivail created a body of knowledge known as the codification. 
• This knowledge was published in five books, Spiritist Codification.  
• Rivail’s goal was to integrate science, philosophy, and religion. 
• Millions of people around the world have embrace spiritism. 
• The greatest number of adherents are in Brazil. 
• Spiritism is now represented in 35 countries by the International Spiritist Council. 
 
Beliefs of Spiritism 
 
• God is the Supreme Intelligence who created immortal spirits. 
• These spirits travel from one body to another until the eventually attain perfection. 
• Unlike the reincarnation of Hinduism, human spirits cannot inhabit animals. 
• Disembodied spirits can be benevolent or malevolent. 
• Good spirits encourage moral living while evil spirits tempt humans to sin. 
• Humans can communicate with disembodied spirits through seances and mediums. 
• Some people claim to speak for the dead. 
• Other people practice automatic writing known as psychography. 
• Today, this has been popularized in Ouija boards. 
 
Bible Verses on Consulting the Dead 
 
Deuteronomy 18:9-16.  9 When you enter the land the Lord your God is giving you, do not 
learn to imitate the detestable ways of the nations there. 10 Let no one be found among you who 
sacrifices their son or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets 
omens, engages in witchcraft, 11 or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults 
the dead. 12 Anyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord; because of these same 
detestable practices the Lord your God will drive out those nations before you.  13 You must be 
blameless before the Lord your God. 14 The nations you will dispossess listen to those who 
practice sorcery or divination.  But as for you, the Lord your God has not permitted you to do 
so. 15 The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your 
fellow Israelites.  You must listen to him. 16 For this is what you asked of the Lord your God at 
Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said, “Let us not hear the voice of the Lord our 
God nor see this great fire anymore, or we will die.” 
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Interpretation of Deuteronomy 18:9-16.  “There follows a comprehensive list of the types of 
religious and magic functionaries who were to be forbidden in Israel.  The exact significance of 
all the terms employed is now uncertain, but the emphasis of the list is to be found in its 
character a blanket prohibition of all types of divination, magic, and consultation with the spirit 
world, such as would be typical of the religion of the Canaanites…One who practices 
divination, one who practices soothsaying, or one who interprets omens—various methods of 
divining (i.e., employing supernatural means to discover the course of future events) are 
prohibited.  Magic was also to be forbidden; as distinct from divination, magic was intended to 
influence events or persons by the use of supernatural methods.  The methods to be forbidden 
were sorcery and the use of magic spells (v. 11), though the distinction between the two 
methods is not clear in this context.  Finally, various types of consultation with the world of 
spirits (again with the purpose of knowing, and perhaps determining, the future) are to be 
forbidden…Necromancy is also a form of prediction, by means of communicating with the 
dead,” P. C. Craigie, The Book of Deuteronomy (NICOT), 260-261. 
 
Leviticus 19:31. 31 Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritists, for you will be defiled by 
them. I am the Lord your God. 
 
Leviticus 20:6. 6 I will set my face against anyone who turns to mediums and spiritists to 
prostitute themselves by following them, and I will cut them off from their people. 
 
Leviticus 20:27. 27 A man or woman who is a medium or spiritist among you must be put to 
death.  You are to stone them; their blood will be on their own heads. 
 
1 Samuel 28:4-20.  3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had mourned for him and buried 
him in his own town of Ramah. Saul had expelled the mediums and spiritists from the land. 
4 The Philistines assembled and came and set up camp at Shunem, while Saul gathered all 
Israel and set up camp at Gilboa. 5 When Saul saw the Philistine army, he was afraid; terror 
filled his heart. 6 He inquired of the Lord, but the Lord did not answer him by dreams or Urim 
or prophets. 7 Saul then said to his attendants, “Find me a woman who is a medium, so I may 
go and inquire of her.”  “There is one in Endor,” they said.  8 So Saul disguised himself, putting 
on other clothes, and at night he and two men went to the woman. “Consult a spirit for me,” he 
said, “and bring up for me the one I name.” 9 But the woman said to him, “Surely you know 
what Saul has done. He has cut off the mediums and spiritists from the land. Why have you set 
a trap for my life to bring about my death?” 10 Saul swore to her by the Lord, “As surely as 
the Lord lives, you will not be punished for this.” 11 Then the woman asked, “Whom shall I 
bring up for you?” “Bring up Samuel,” he said. 12 When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out 
at the top of her voice and said to Saul, “Why have you deceived me? You are Saul!” 13 The 
king said to her, “Don’t be afraid. What do you see?” The woman said, “I see a ghostly figure 
coming up out of the earth.” 14 “What does he look like?” he asked. “An old man wearing a 
robe is coming up,” she said. Then Saul knew it was Samuel, and he bowed down and 
prostrated himself with his face to the ground. 15 Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed 
me by bringing me up?” “I am in great distress,” Saul said. “The Philistines are fighting against 
me, and God has departed from me. He no longer answers me, either by prophets or by dreams. 
So I have called on you to tell me what to do.” 16 Samuel said, “Why do you consult me, now 
that the Lord has departed from you and become your enemy? 17 The Lord has done what he 
predicted through me. The Lord has torn the kingdom out of your hands and given it to one of 
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your neighbors—to David. 18 Because you did not obey the Lord or carry out his fierce wrath 
against the Amalekites, the Lord has done this to you today. 19 The Lord will deliver both Israel 
and you into the hands of the Philistines, and tomorrow you and your sons will be with me. 
The Lord will also give the army of Israel into the hands of the Philistines.” 20 Immediately 
Saul fell full length on the ground, filled with fear because of Samuel’s words. His strength 
was gone, for he had eaten nothing all that day and all that night. 
 
2 Kings 21:1-6.  1 Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned in 
Jerusalem fifty-five years. His mother’s name was Hephzibah. 2 He did evil in the eyes of 
the Lord, following the detestable practices of the nations the Lord had driven out before the 
Israelites. 3 He rebuilt the high places his father Hezekiah had destroyed; he also erected altars 
to Baal and made an Asherah pole, as Ahab king of Israel had done. He bowed down to all the 
starry hosts and worshiped them. 4 He built altars in the temple of the Lord, of which 
the Lord had said, “In Jerusalem I will put my Name.” 5 In the two courts of the temple of 
the Lord, he built altars to all the starry hosts. 6 He sacrificed his own son in the fire, practiced 
divination, sought omens, and consulted mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the eyes 
of the Lord, arousing his anger. 
 
2 Kings 23:24-25.  24 Furthermore, Josiah got rid of the mediums and spiritists, the household 
gods, the idols and all the other detestable things seen in Judah and Jerusalem. This he did to 
fulfill the requirements of the law written in the book that Hilkiah the priest had discovered in 
the temple of the Lord. 25 Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king like him who turned 
to the Lord as he did—with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his strength, in 
accordance with all the Law of Moses. 
 
Isaiah 8:19-20.  19 When someone tells you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and 
mutter, should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead on behalf of the 
living? 20 Consult God’s instruction and the testimony of warning. If anyone does not speak 
according to this word, they have no light of dawn. 
 
Isaiah 19:1-4.  1 A prophecy against Egypt:  See, the Lord rides on a swift cloud and is coming 
to Egypt. The idols of Egypt tremble before him, and the hearts of the Egyptians melt with 
fear. 2 “I will stir up Egyptian against Egyptian—brother will fight against brother, neighbor 
against neighbor, city against city, kingdom against kingdom. 3 The Egyptians will lose heart, 
and I will bring their plans to nothing; they will consult the idols and the spirits of the dead, the 
mediums and the spiritists. 4 I will hand the Egyptians over to the power of a cruel master, and 
a fierce king will rule over them,” declares the Lord, the Lord Almighty. 
 
Acts 19:17-20.  17 When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they 
were all seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor. 18 Many of 
those who believed now came and openly confessed what they had done. 19 A number who had 
practiced sorcery (periegos) brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When 
they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas. 20 In this way 
the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power. 
 
periegos:  sorcery, magical arts 
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Greek Magical Papyri.  "The Greek magical papyri is a collection of magical spells and 
formulas, hymns, and rituals from Greco-Roman Egypt, dating from the second century B.C. to 
the fifth century A.D. Containing a fresh translation of the Greek papyri, as well as Coptic and 
Demotic texts, this new translation has been brought up to date and is now the most 
comprehensive collection of this literature, and the first ever in English” (Hans Dieter Betz, 
The Greek Magical Papyri in Translation). 
 
Galatians 5:19-21.  19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and 
debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft (pharmakeia); hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, 
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn 
you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 
pharmakeia:  witchcraft, sorcery, magical arts, use of drugs 
 
Revelation 9:20-21.  20 The rest of mankind who were not killed by these plagues still did not 
repent of the work of their hands; they did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, 
silver, bronze, stone and wood—idols that cannot see or hear or walk. 21 Nor did they repent of 
their murders, their magic arts (pharmakeia), their sexual immorality or their thefts. 
 
 


