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Introduction 
 
• Our immortal soul has tremendous value. 
• At the final judgment, our eternal destiny will be determined. 
• Are you prepared for the day of reckoning when God balances the scales of justice? 
• The good news of Jesus assumes the bad news of sin. 
• If you are not a sinner, you don’t need a Savior. 
• If you diminish the severity of sin, you diminish the importance of Jesus’ sacrificial death. 
 
“What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul?  Or what can anyone 
give in exchange for their soul?” (Mk. 8:36-37). 
 
“It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick” (Mt. 9:12). 
 
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many” (Mk. 10:45). 
 
“I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent” (Lk. 15:7). 
 
“Do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven” 
(Lk. 10:20). 
 
HUMAN PROBLEM:  SIN 
 
What is Sin? 
 
• Sin is disobedience to God's moral commands. 
• Sin is the rejection of God’s prescriptive will.  
• Includes actions, motives, and thoughts. 
• Includes acts of commission (doing wrong) and omission (not doing right). 
• When we sin, we usurp God's rightful position as Lord (mutiny). 
• Sin is rebellion against God's right to rule; it is spiritual treason. 
• Sin is human failure to fulfill our purpose, namely, glorifying God.   
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Biblical Support for Sin 
 
“There is no one who does not sin” (I Kings 8:46). 
 
“There is not a righteous man on earth who does what is right and never sins” (Eccl. 7:20). 
 
“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way” (Isa. 53:6). 
 
“The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  Who can understand it?” (Jer. 17:9). 
 
“What comes out of a person is what defiles them. For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, 
that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, 
lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside and defile a 
person” (Mk. 7:20-23). 
 
"For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but 
their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened" (Rom. 1:21).   
 
“[F]or all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). 
 
"Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way 
death came to all men, because all sinned" (Rom. 5:12). 
 
"I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.  For I have the desire to do 
what is good, but I cannot carry it out" (Rom. 7:18).   
 
"But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin" (Gal. 3:22).   
 
“The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and 
witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; 
drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will 
not inherit the kingdom of God” (Gal. 5:19-21). 
 
"As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when 
you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is 
now at work in those who are disobedient.  All of us also lived among them at one time, 
gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.   Like the rest, 
we were by nature objects of wrath" (Eph. 2:1-3). 
 
“If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them” (James 
4:17). 
 
  



3 
 

What are the Consequences of Sin? 
 
• All of creation suffered God's judgment for this human rebellion.   
• Physical death did not immediately follow but humans did become mortal.   
• Spiritual death refers to alienation from God; we are estranged from our Creator. 
• Women now have increased pain in childbirth.   
• The ground of the earth was cursed so it produces thorns and thistles.   
• Work has become more difficult.  
 
Biblical Support for Consequences of Sin 
 
"To the woman he said, 'I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will 
give birth to children.  Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.'  To 
Adam he said, 'Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about which I 
commanded you, "You must not eat of it," Cursed is the ground because of you; through 
painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.  It will produce thorns and thistles for you, 
and you will eat the plants of the field.  By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until 
you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will 
return" (Gen. 3:16-19).   
 
"Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for 
God's wrath remains on him" (Jn. 3:36).   
 
"[T]he wages of sin is death" (Rom. 6:23).   
 
“For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one 
who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and 
brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.  We know that the whole creation has 
been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time" (Rom. 8:20-22).   
 
"For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive" (I Cor. 15:22).   
 
"Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil 
behavior" (Col. 1:21).   
 
"But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who 
practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars--their place will be in the fiery lake of burning 
sulfur.  This is the second death" (Rev. 21:8). 
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GOD’S SOLUTION TO THE SIN PROBLEM:  JESUS 
 
Explanation of Substitutionary Atonement 
 
• Jesus’ death was not accidental (Mk. 10:45; Acts 2:23). 
• Neither was Jesus death merely the death of a martyr. 
• Jesus died to pay the penalty for human sins. 
• Substitution:  Jesus exchanged his life for ours. 
• Expiation:  Penalty for sin is cancelled. 
• Propitiation:  God's wrath has been averted. 
• Redemption:  Payment for debt of sin has been made. 
• Reconciliation:  Our relationship with God is restored (“peace with God”). 
 
Biblical Support for Substitutionary Atonement 
 
"For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many" (Mk. 10:45). 
 
"The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, 'Look, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world'" (Jn. 1:29). 
 
"Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them saying, 'Drink from it, all of you.  This 
is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins" (Mt. 
26:27-28). 
 
"God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement through faith in his blood" (Rom. 3:25). 
 
"For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, 
how much, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!" (Rom. 5:10). 
 
"For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance:  that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures..." (I Cor. 15:3f). 
 
"All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation:  that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins 
against them" (II Cor. 5:18-19). 
 
"Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written:  
'Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree'" (Gal. 3:13). 
 
"But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood 
of Christ" (Eph. 2:13). 
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"Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God" (Eph. 
5:2). 
 
"For God was well pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his 
blood, shed on the cross" (Col. 1:19-20). 
 
"He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was 
against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross.  And having 
disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them 
by the cross" (Col. 2:13-15). 
 
"For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who 
gave himself as a ransom for all men" (I Tim. 2:5-6). 
 
"But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the 
sacrifice of himself" (Heb. 9:26). 
 
"so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a 
second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him" (Heb. 9:28). 
 
"For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver and gold that your were 
redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the 
precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect" (I Pt. 1:18-19). 
 
"He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed" (I Pt. 2:24). 
 
"He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole 
world" (I Jn. 2:2). 
 
"This is love:  not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins" (I Jn. 4:10). 
 
"And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world" (I 
Jn. 4:14). 
 
"And they sang a new song:  'You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you 
were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language 
and people and nation" (Rev. 5:9). 
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CONVERSION:  ACCEPTING GOD’S GIFT OF HIS SON 
 
What is Faith? 
 
• Biblical faith is more than a "positive mental attitude." 
• Biblical faith includes both intellectual assent and personal trust. 
• Christians believe that Jesus died for their sins and rose again (assent). 
• Christians believe in Jesus as their personal Savior (trust). 
• In the gospels, faith is always presented as “trust in action.” 
 
Biblical Support for Faith 
 
"'The time has come,' he said, 'The kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good 
news'" (Mk. 1:15). 
 
"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life" (Jn. 3:16). 
 
"Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for 
God's wrath remains on him" (Jn. 3:36). 
 
"Then Jesus told him [Thomas], 'Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have believed'" (Jn. 20:29). 
 
"Therefore, my [Paul's] brothers, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is 
proclaimed to you.  Through him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could 
not be justified from by the law of Moses" (Acts 13:38-39). 
 
"They [Paul and Silas] replied, 'Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved--you and your 
household" (Acts 16:31). 
 
"For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first 
to last, just as it is written:  'The righteous will live by faith'" (Rom. 1:17; cf. Hab. 2:4). 
 
"This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe" (Rom. 
3:22). 
 
"Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift but as an obligation.  
However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is 
credited as righteousness" (Rom. 4:4-5). 
 
"Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ" (Rom. 5:1). 
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"We live by faith, not by sight" (II Cor. 5:7). 
 
"You are sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:26). 
 
"For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this is not from yourselves, it is the 
gift of God" (Eph. 2:8). 
 
"Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see" (Heb. 11:1). 
 
"Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God" (I Jn. 5:1). 
 
What is Repentance? 
 
• Repentance (metanoia) is turning away from sin. 
• Repentance is preceded by an awareness of sin. 
• This awareness comes through conscience and the work of the Holy Spirit. 
• Repentance includes remorse for offending God (i.e., godly sorrow). 
• Result of repentance is forgiveness of sins & reconciliation with God. 
• Repentance is initiatory but confession of sin is ongoing. 
 
Biblical Support for Repentance 
 
"From that time on Jesus began to preach, 'Repent, for the kingdom of God is near'" (Mt. 4:17). 
 
"Jesus answered them, 'It is not the healthy that need a doctor, but the sick.  I have not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance" (Lk. 5:31-32). 
 
"But unless you repent, you too will all perish" (Lk. 13:3b). 
 
"When he comes he [the Holy Spirit] will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and 
righteousness and judgment" (Jn. 16:8). 
 
"Peter replied, 'Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins'" (Acts 2:38). 
 
"Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing 
may come from the Lord" (Acts 3:19). 
 
"In the past God overlook such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent" (Acts 17:30). 
 
"I [Paul] preached that they should repent and turn to God and prove their repentance by their 
deeds" (Acts 26:20b). 
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"Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret" (II Cor. 7:10a). 
 
"The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness.  He is patient with 
you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance" (II Pt. 3:9). 
 
"If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness" (I 
Jn. 1:8-9). 
 
SALVATION:  CHANGES RESULTING FROM ACCEPTANCE OF GOD’S GIFT 
 
Regeneration (“Born Again”) 
 
• Unregenerate humans lack spiritual life; only a radical change can alter this situation. 
• God's Spirit gives new life to the human spirit. 
• Analogy:  Dead battery in the middle of winter in Minnesota. 
• God's Spirit gives new life to a dead human spirit. 
• This spiritual regeneration is an instantaneous rebirth ("born again"). 
• Regeneration marks the beginning of a process of spiritual growth. 
• Analogy:  caterpillar  butterfly  
 
Biblical Support for Regeneration 
 
"But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to 
those who believe in His name, who were born not of the blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor the will of man, but of God" (Jn. 1:12-13). 
 
"Jesus answered and said to him, 'Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.'  Nicodemus said to Him, 'How can a man be born when he is old?'  He 
cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born, can he?'  Jesus answered, 'Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not 
marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again'" (Jn. 3:2-8). 
 
"[I]f any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things 
have come" (II Cor. 5:17). 
 
“But because of his great love for us, God who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even 
when we were dead in transgressions” (Eph. 4:5) 
 
“When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made 
you alive with Christ” (Col. 2:13). 
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"He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to 
His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit" (Titus 3:5). 
 
“In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead” (I Pt. 1:3). 
 
"[Y]ou have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through 
the living and abiding word of God" (I Pt. 1:23). 
 
"[L]ike newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to 
salvation" (I Pt. 2:2). 
 
"If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone also who practices righteousness is 
born of Him...No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he 
cannot sin, because he is born of God...everyone who loves is born of God and knows 
God...Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God...For whatever is born of God 
overcomes the world...We know that no one who is born of God sins; but he who was born of 
God keeps him and the evil one does not touch him" (I Jn. 2:29; 3:9; 4:7; 5:1, 4). 
 
Adoption into God’s Family (“Child of God”) 
 
Before Conversion 
 
• Some theologians advocate a doctrine known as the universal fatherhood of God.   
• This doctrine states that all humans are children of God from birth. 
• The doctrine of the universal fatherhood of God is taught nowhere in Scripture.   
• Rather, our natural state is one of alienation from God.   
• In fact, the Scripture presents unbelievers as children of Satan. 
 
After Conversion 
 
• Through faith in Christ, God adopts us to be his children.   
• This requires a rebirth (“born again”).   
• We are now in a privileged position as sons and daughters of God.   
• Believers are brothers and sisters in God’s forever family. 
• Our primary identity is “in Christ.” 
 
“Jesus Christ reshaped identity.  He promised to make people new creatures; he broke down 
dividing walls of hostility; he transformed how his followers saw themselves and treated ‘the 
other.’  Primary identity in Christ changed all earthly and secondary identities—marital, ethnic, 
and economic.  Christians [in the early church] became a nation, a new oikoumene or universal 
commonwealth that spanned the known world, crossing traditional barriers.  Their primary 
loyalty was to fellow believers, not nation or race or tribe or party or class.  Christians created a 



10 
 

new oikos (house church), too, which established a different kind of family.  God was true 
Father; they were are all brothers and sisters.  The Christian movement was therefore both 
radically global and local at the same time.  Both oikoumene and oikos had the effect of 
undermining and transforming the traditional social order,” Gerald Sittser, “The Early Church 
Thrived amid Secularism and Shows How We Can, Too” Christianity Today (October 16, 2019). 
 
Biblical Support for Adoption 
 
“Yet to all who receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God--children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s 
will, but born of God” (Jn. 1:12-13). 
 
“‘We are not illegitimate children,’ they protested.  ‘The only Father we have is God himself.’  
Jesus said to them, ‘If God were your Father, you would love me, for I am from God and now 
am here...You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire’” 
(Jn. 8:41-44). 
 
“God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing 
good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him” (Acts 
10:38). 
 
“I [Jesus] am sending you [Paul] to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan to God...” (Acts 26:17). 
 
“The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.  Now if we are children, 
then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:16-17).   
 
“...it is not the natural children who are God’s children, but it is the children of the promise who 
are regarded as Abraham’s offspring” (Rom. 9:8).   
 
“The god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers” (II Cor. 4:4). 
 
“You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:26).   
 
“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you 
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is 
now at work in those who are disobedient” (Eph. 2:1-2). 
 
“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!  
And that is what we are!  The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  
Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known.  
But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is” (I Jn. 3:1-
2). 
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"This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are:  
Anyone who does not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his 
brother” (I Jn. 3:10). 
 
"[T]he whole world is under the control of the evil one" (I Jn. 5:19). 
 
Justification 
 
Declaration of Right Standing 
 
• All humans are guilty of sin and liable to punishment before God. 
• Our sin has offended God and alienated us from him. 
• Justice demands that sinners die for rebelling against God. 
• Through faith in Christ, we are restored to a right relationship with God. 
• Justification is a judicial act whereby God declares believers to be righteous. 
• Believers are acquitted of their sins and enjoy forgiveness from God. 
 
Imputation of Christ’s Righteousness 
 
• The believer’s sins have already been imputed to Christ on the cross. 
• Through faith, Christ's righteousness is imputed to the believer’s account. 
• God is now able to declare believers to be righteous, not just innocent. 
• Justify (dikaioo) means “to declare righteous” (forensic term). 
 
Biblical Support for Justification 
 
"Through him everyone who believes is justified from everything you could not be justified 
from by the law of Moses" (Acts 13:39). 
 
"Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through 
the law we become conscious of sin" ( Rom. 3:20). 
 
"For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus" (Rom. 3:23-24). 
 
"For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law" (Rom. 3:28). 
 
"Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation.  
However, to the man that does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is 
credited as righteousness" (Rom. 4:4-5). 
 
"Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ" (Rom. 5:1). 
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“Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes” 
(Rom. 10:4). 
 
"So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not 
by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified" (Gal. 2:16). 
 
Sanctification 
 
• Sanctification is the progressive work of the Holy Spirit. 
• While justification is a single event, sanctification is a process. 
• Sanctification begins with regeneration (“new birth”). 
• To "sanctify" means to "set apart" from profane use for holy purposes. 
• Sanctification is becoming who we already are in Christ. 
• The Holy Spirit guides and empowers this transformation. 
• The goal of this transformation is to create believers into the image of Christ. 
 
Biblical Support for Sanctification 
 
“My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil 
one.  They are not of the world, even as I am not of it” (Jn. 17:15-16). 
 
“My kingdom is not of this world” (Jn. 18:36). 
 
"Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an 
inheritance among all those who are sanctified" (Acts 20:32). 
 
"I [Jesus] am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among 
those who are sanctified by faith in me" (Acts 26:17-18). 
 
"But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefits you 
reap lead to holiness, and the result is eternal life" (Rom. 6:22). 
 
"And that is what some of you were.  But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God" (I Cor. 6:11). 
 
"Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that 
contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God" (II Cor. 7:11). 
 
“So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.  For the flesh 
desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh.  They are in 
conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want” (Gal 5:16-17). 
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“Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and 
desires" (Gal. 5:24). 
 
“But our citizenship is in heaven” (Phil. 3:20). 
 
"But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in 
his sight, without blemish and free from accusation" (Col. 1:22). 
 
“Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things” (Col. 3:2). 
 
"May [God] strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our 
God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones" (I Thess. 3:13). 
 
"For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life" (I Thess. 4:7). 
 
"May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.  May your whole 
spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ" (I Thess. 5:23). 
 
"But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the 
beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through 
belief in the truth" (II Thess. 2:13). 
 
"Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family.  So 
Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers" (Heb. 2:11). 
 
"Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will 
see the Lord" (Heb. 12:14). 
 
"If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness" 
(I Jn. 1:8-9). 
 
“Do not love the world or anything in the world.  If anyone loves the world, love for the 
Father is not in them.  For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass 
away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever” (I Jn. 2:15-17). 
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Perseverance of the Saints 
 
Important Distinction 
 
• Perception--what we see 
• Interpretation--how we understand what we see 
• Reality--what is the truth about what we see 
 
Ontological Question (reality) 
 
• Is someone actually (really) saved? 
• Established in the mind of God. 
 
Epistemological Question (knowledge) 
 
• Can you know if you are saved? 
• Can others know if you are saved? 
 
Assurance of Salvation 
 
• Salvation is absolute, complete, and unchanging. 
• The entire process of salvation is the work of God (monergism). 
• Since God initiates salvation, God will complete salvation. 
• There should be evidence of God’s transforming work in our lives. 
 
Biblical Support for Perseverance of the Saints 
 
"All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved" (Mt. 
10:22). 
 
"I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life 
and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life" (Jn. 5:24). 
 
"And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but 
raise them up on the last day.  For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and 
believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day" (Jn. 6:39-40). 
 
"My sheep listen to my voice; and I know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, 
and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who has given 
them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand" (Jn. 10:27-29). 
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"While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by the name that you gave me.  
None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that the Scripture would be fulfilled" 
(Jn. 17:12). 
 
"For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom. 8:38-39). 
 
"He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful" 
(I Cor. 1:8-9). 
 
"And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 
salvation.  Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 
who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's 
possession--to the praise of his glory" (Eph. 1:13-14). 
 
"Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion 
until the day of Christ Jesus" (Phil. 1:6). 
 
"I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have 
entrusted to him for that day" (II Tim. 1:12). 
 
"If we are faithless, he will remain faithful, for he cannot disown himself" (II Tim. 2:13). 
 
"The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly 
kingdom" (II Tim. 4:18). 
"We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly to the end the confidence we had at first" 
(Heb. 3:14). 
 
"Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he 
always lives to intercede for them" (Heb. 7:25). 
 
"You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he 
has promised" (Heb. 10:36). 
 
"Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us" (Heb. 12:1). 
 
"an inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or fade--kept in heaven for you, who through faith 
are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the 
last time" (I Pt. 1:4-5). 
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"To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence 
without fault and with great joy--to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and 
authority through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore!  Amen" (Jude 24, 
25). 
 
“The one who is victorious will, like them, be dressed in white.  I will never blot out the name 
of that person from the book of life but will acknowledge that name before my Father and his 
angels” (Rev. 3:5). 
 
Glorification 
 
• Glorification is the future completion of our salvation in Christ. 
• It is the perfecting in holiness of our body and soul. 
• The glory they will share with Christ is the believer’s hope. 
 
Biblical Support 
 
“I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 
revealed in us” (Rom. 8:18). 
 
“And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he 
also glorified” (Rom. 8:30).\ 
 
“For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in 
part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known” (I Cor. 13:12). 
 
“For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs 
them all” (II Cor. 4:17). 
 
“And when the Chief Shepherd appears you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade 
away” (I Pt. 5:4). 
 
“God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of the mystery, which is 
Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). 
 
“Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. 
But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  All 
who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure” (I Jn. 3:2-3). 
  


